
I DO NOT KNOW MUCH ABOUT LINDA’S EARLY LIFE, MAYBE THERE ARE
OTHER FOLK THAT CAN REFLECT ON THAT. ALL I CAN SAY LINDA WAS BORN
LINDA ESTELLE REID TO HER PARENTS MARY AND DAVID WHO SHE LOVED
VERY DEARLY IN SYDNEY ON 15th DEC 1948, OH AND HOW MANY TIMES WAS
THAT ASKED WHILE IN CLARE HOLLAND HOUSE BEFORE ANY MEDS WERE
GIVEN, BUT THE CHEEKY GIRL SHE WAS, SAID THE WRONG DATE ONE TIME,
ON PURPOSE, JUST TO SEE WHAT SORT OF REACTION WAS FORTHCOMING
BUT THE NURSES SAW THROUGH HER AND SHE GAVE THE CORRECT DATE.

LINDA CAME TO CANBERRA EARLY IN HER LIFE, I THINK LINDA MIGHT HAVE
BEEN ABOUT 8 YEARS OLD, WENT TO TURNER PRIMARY, THEN LYNEHAM
HIGH. CAN’T SAY MUCH ABOUT HER YOUTH EXCEPT LINDA EXCEPT LINDA
WON A LIONS CLUB AWARD FOR SUBMITTING THE BEST PEACE ESSAY
CONTEST AND I THINK WAS PRESENTED TO LADY DUNROSSIL AT THE
ALBERT HALL IN 1960 THAT BEING THE YEAR OF THE REFUGEE.

LINDA WAS A GEOGRAPHY STUDENT AT ANU AND ACQUIRED HONOURS IN
HER THESIS. LINDA DID A DIP ED COURSE AND BECAME A FULL TIME
TEACHER.

HOW DID WE MEET? WELL, I SPENT 11 YEARS IN THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN
NAVY AND WAS POSTED TO NAVY OFFICE HERE IN CANBERRA IN 1973, IT WAS
A CONJECTURE IN THOSE DAYS THAT IF YOU WERE SINGLE AND WAS POSTED
TO CANBERRA AND WAS THERE FOR MORE THAN 2 YEARS, YOU WOULD NOT
BE SINGLE WHEN YOU LEFT, SO MUCH FOR CONJECTURE.

I WAS A MEMBER OF NAVY CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP AND A CLOSE FRIEND
WHO WAS ALSO IN CANBERRA WENT TO ALL SAINT’S CHURCH IN AINSLIE, SO
I ALSO WENT ALONG FOR SUNDAY SERVICES. ATTACHED TO ALL SAINT’S AT
THE TIME WAS A MEMBER OF SSM SOCIETY SACRED MISSION FATHER
MICHAEL LAPSLEY, WHO STARTED AN ADULT TUESDAY GROUP WHICH I
JOINED, SOMETHING FATHER MARTIN IS GETTING STARTED HERE.

I WAS NEVER ONE FOR CHASING GIRLS, DON’T LAUGH I WAS THE ONE WHO
GOT CHASED. WITH TUESDAY GROUPS SOCIAL GET TOGETHERS WITH
RETREATS DOWN THE COAST AT BURRILL PINES AND BBQ’S AT CASUARINA
SANDS. I GOT TO KNOW LINDA QUITE WELL AND STARTED DATING. AFTER A
WHILE THINGS GOT SERIOUS, I ASKED LINDA OUT FOR A SPECIAL DINNER IT
WAS AT THE QUEANBEYAN LEAGUE’S CLUB, THE RESTAURANT WAS THE
BLUE ROOM AND WAS THEN QUITE UPMARKET, OF COURSE IT CLOSED A
LONG TIME AGO. I DID NOT HAVE A CAR IN THOSE DAYS BUT LINDA DID, THIS
WAS THE NIGHT I WAS GOING TO PROPOSE, WE TALKED, DRANK, ATE BUT NO
PROPOSAL. SAT IN THE CAR FOR AWHILE BEFORE I ASKED LINDA, SILENCE,
DID LINDA ANSWER I DIDN’T KNOW, THEN EMBARRASSMENT I SAID DID YOU
SAY YES AND YES LINDA DID SAY YES.



WE HAVE SPENT 43 WONDERFUL YEARS TOGETHER, ME LEAVING THE NAVY
AND WORKING AT THE ANU IN LINDA’S OLD DEPARTMENT ‘GEOGRAPHY’,
BUILDING OUR OWN RAMMED EARTH HOUSE, LINDA WORKING AS A
WAITRESS AT THE OLD BURRA HOMESTEAD, BOTH OF US LEARNING HOW TO
MILK COWS, WE HAD TWO JERSEY COWS, LOOKING AFTER DUCKS AND
CHOOKS AND STRAY CATS. LINDA TRAINING FOR THE MINISTRY AND BEING
ORDAINED IN 1991, SERVING IN THE PARISHES OF SOUTH QUEANBEYAN, ST
SIMONS KALEEN, ALL SAINTS AINSLIE AND HERE AT ST PHILIPS.

THE TRIALS OF BEING DIAGNOSED WITH MS IN 1994 WAS NO BARRIER TO
LINDA’S WORK IN THE CHURCH. LINDA PERSEVERED AND AS MS
EXACERBATIONS CONTINUED, WALKING BECAME DIFFICULT AND MS IS
GREAT AT MASKING OTHER THINGS HENCE A BELATED HIP REPLACEMENT.
BUT THINGS WERE IMPROVING IN WALKING BETTER, THANKS TO THE
PATIENCE AND SKILL OF A CERTAIN EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGIST. THINGS
CHANGED DRAMATICALLY WITH BEING DIAGNOSED WITH OVARIAN CANCER
JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS LAST YEAR. LINDA WAS A FIGHTER BUT, IN THE
END, LINDA WAS AT PEACE AND I CANNOT THANK THE DOCTORS, NURSES,
STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS AT CLARE HOLLAND HOUSE ENOUGH, THEY ARE
DEDICATED AND WONDERFUL.


