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puts me in question and obliges me’. 
Reflecting on the past 18 months 

I’m reminded of the people I’ve 
met face to face. The postgraduate 
couple from overseas, tipped into 
poverty with the disappearance of 
casual work. Vulnerable families 
striving to make ends meet while 
staying safe. Dedicated volunteers 
serving others when it would be 
easier to withdraw. Such encounters 
carry an obligation and call me to 
value and learn from those I’ve met. 

What might it mean then to 
encounter God face to face? In 
the Old Testament it is an elusive, 
sometimes terrifying, prospect. In 
Exodus 33:20 the Lord tells Moses 
‘you cannot see my face; for no one 
shall see me and live’. In Isaiah 45:15 
the prophet declares ‘Truly, you are 
a God who hides himself, O God of 
Israel, the Saviour’. 

With the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ a new possibility emerges. In 
John 1:18 the evangelist meditates 
on the events of the first Christmas 
– ‘No one has ever seen God’. It is 
God the only Son, who is close to 
the Father’s heart, who has made 
him known. God enters our space, 

Christmas reminds us that 
meeting face to face is both a 
blessing and a challenge.

As I write many of us are looking 
forward to being able to enjoy 
Christmas worship in person. 
It’s hard to capture exactly what 
is special about being physically 
present to each other. Certainly 
we can hear each other over the 
telephone; we can see each other 
over a Zoom call. There is, however, 
an extra dimension of being in the 
same space together. We encounter 
each other at a deeper level, we 
know and are known.

If every face-to-face encounter is a 
blessing it is also a challenge. What 
will we do with the knowledge 
we have acquired? How will we 
treat the person before us – as a 
project, a means to an end, or as 
someone uniquely formed in the 
image of God? In his work Totality 
and Infinity the Jewish philosopher 
Emmanuel Levinas explores the 
power of face-to-face encounter as 
follows ‘The face resists possession, 
resists my powers … the face speaks 
to me and thereby invites me to a 
relation … the Other faces me and 

God meets us face to face. 
There is wonderful blessing here. 

The love of God, the grace of God, 
the holiness of God are no abstract 
qualities. They are made visible in 
the words or deeds of Jesus, who 
touches, heals, blesses, dies and 
rises again. 

There is also profound challenge 
here. Read through the gospels 
and you’ll notice how no-one left 
a meeting with Jesus unchanged. 
Some saw and heard the invitation to 

relationship and resisted, becoming 
hardened in their unbelief and 
hypocrisy. Others drew nearer and 
found forgiveness and grace. 

For all of us this Advent and 
Christmas is an opportunity to 
encounter God face to face, to 
receive the blessing and weigh the 
challenge. May God grant us the 
grace to see, to hear, to know and be 
known. 

Visit anglicancg.org.au/celebrate-
christmas/ for Christmas services.

Students at Radford College act out the Christmas story. Photo by Alan Lee.

Bishop Mark Writes
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Clergy Moves
The Reverend Paul Black has been appointed Locum Rector, St John’s 
Canberra until the induction of the Reverend Dave McLennan as Rector 
on 27/01/2022.
The Reverend Dr Geoff Broughton has been elevated to the position of 
Associate Professor, Charles Sturt University.
The Reverend Martin Christensen will complete his Locum, Cobargo/
Bermagui on 9/01/2022.
Canon Roberta Hamilton has been appointed Locum Rector, Crookwell 
from 23/11/2021.
The Reverend John Kuruvilla has had his appointment as Priest-In-Charge 
Southern Monaro extended for six months till 31/03/2022.
The Reverend John Thomas will take up his role as Priest-In-Charge 
Cobargo/Bermagui from 16/01/2022.  John will be inducted into that role 
on 15/01/2022.
The Reverend Chris Welsh has had his ATO renewed (14/12/2021).
Canon Margaret Emil has completed her role as Locum Rector, Canberra 
on 14/11/2021.
The Reverend Wayne Landford resigned as Rector, Crookwell from 
22/11/2021 to be Rector, Kyneton Vic in Bendigo Diocese.
The Reverend Gaynor Elder has resigned as p/t Chaplain at The Canberra 
Hospital to be a f/t Australian Federal Police Chaplain, Canberra. From 
31/01/2022 she also has resigned as Diocesan Safe Ministry Administrator.

CHAPLAINCY AND MISSION UPDATE

This is my first contribution to 
Anglican News since arriving in the 
Diocese mid-April. It has been a 
personal rollercoaster ride of meeting 
people and becoming acquainted 
with mission and ministry within 
the Diocese. At the last Bishop-in-
Council (BiC) Meeting for 2021, I 
presented a number of motions in 
the areas of Mission and Chaplaincy 
and thought AN Readers would like 
to hear what’s happening.

Embracing Ministries (EM) has 
become a Chaplaincy Unit. One of 
my joys has been to come alongside 
everyone at EM - one of the best 
good news stories in our Diocese. 
For the last nine years EM has 
enjoyed ‘exploratory’ status within 
the Diocese. The recent BiC decision 
to create EM as a Chaplaincy Unit 
signals that we are committed to 
the ministry of EM continuing 
and growing in our Diocese 
and community. EM is a unique 
ministry that reaches out to families 
with youth and children affected 
by disability. EM seeks to educate 
Christians to include such families 
in their parishes and Christian 
communities. EM has much planned 
for 2022 including a new monthly 
‘Cafe Church’ as well as the usual 

programs and retreat weekends. (I’ll 
be leading a Dads’ Retreat on the last 
weekend in February. If you are a 
Dad of a child with a disability then 
this weekend is for you!) We are also 
looking for volunteers, especially for 
someone to join our EM Advisory 
Committee with secretarial skills. 
Read more about EM here. 

The Village Church (TVC). On 
3rd December BiC created TVC as 
an Exploratory Ministry Chaplaincy 
Unit. (TVC replaces what was 
previously known as the Snowy 
Mountains Ministry.) There is more 
here than just a name change. The 
creation of TVC signals a transition 
to the ministry taking responsibility 
of its own affairs. TVC is essentially 
a strengthening and developing 
of Anglican ministry in Jindabyne 
previously under the Berridale + 
Snowy Mountains Parish. TVC is still 
led by the Reverend Trent McGrath 
and is supported by the Parish of 
Berridale + Snowy Mountains and 
BCA. 2022 will see the development 
of its own Constitution or Ordinance 
to set in place its future governance 
framework. For more information 
see here.

Revitalise CG Pilot. BiC 
endorsed and calls us to pray for 

a new Episcopal Office initiative 
in 2022 called Revitalise CG. This 
is a partnership with City to City 
Australia who seek to assist parishes 
to revitalise and plant ministries and 
congregations across denominations 
and across the country. In 2022 
we are selecting a number of Pilot 
parishes with a view to assisting 
them to revitalise their ministries. 
We are deliberately selecting parishes 
from a variety of contexts, rural/
coastal/city, and with a variety of 
worship styles in order to maximize 
our learnings. Our hope is that we 
will be able to offer the Revitalise 
CG program more widely from the 
second half of 2022 and into 2023. 
Read more about CTCA here. 

South Sudanese Anglican 
Ministry (SSAM). It was a real 
delight for me to bring official 
greetings to Bishop Mark and BiC 
on behalf of the South Sudanese 
Community at our recent BiC 
Meeting. In 2018 BiC established 
the SSAM as a Chaplaincy Unit. 
The Founding SSAM Constitution 
calls for a Review of the Chaplaincy 
Unit after three years. During 2021 I 
began that process and look forward 
to continuing working with SSAM 
to bring that Report to the Diocese 
in 2022. I will be chairing their AGM 
on the 6th of February and on the 
following Sunday 13th of February at 
1.30pm, Bishop Mark will celebrate 
with the SSAM Community. See 
their Facebook page here. 

Pelican Foundation (PF). The 
work of the Pelican Foundation 
will be well known to many AN 

Readers as the Foundation has 
been established for decades. BiC 
has now reappointed a renewed 
Board who will be working to 
support new ministry initiatives in 
2022 and beyond. The PF Board is 
hoping to relaunch PF at Synod in 
2022. Individuals and parishes are 
invited and encouraged to give to 
the Pelican Foundation which then 
makes annual disbursements to 
support ministry initiatives within 
the Diocese. The website (which 
is to be updated soon) still has the 
basic information about the Pelican 
Foundation here.

There’s plenty else going on 
across the Diocese. The above just 
represents what went through BiC in 
December. In 2022 I will be looking 
to set up a peer network for all our 
school chaplains. I’m also keen to be 
working with St Mark’s Theological 
College to develop training in 
the area of Chaplaincy. There are 
currently F/T Chaplaincy positions 
in Junee and Goulburn Correctional 
Centres and there is a desperate 
need for an Anglican Chaplain at 
the Canberra Hospital. If you’d like 
to talk with me about any of the 
above, or other areas of mission 
and chaplaincy across our Diocese, 
then please contact me through the 
Diocesan Office. 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition 
or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves, not 
looking to your own interests but 

each of you to the interests 
of the others. 

Philippians 2:3-4

Archdeacon Tom Writes ...

https://embracingministries.org/
https://thevillagechurch.com.au/
https://citytocityaustralia.org.au/revitalise-australia
https://m.facebook.com/STPAULCANBERRA/?_rdr
https://anglicancg.org.au/our-diocese/governance/pelican-foundation/
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MEET THE NEW RECTOR OF ST PETER'S WESTON

On 16 October Nick Colyer 
was inducted as the new rector of 
St Peter’s Weston. 

Nick previously served as a senior 
assistant minister at Anglican 
Churches Springwood in the Blue 
Mountains. He is married to Sarah 
and they have three young children.

Nick grew up on the northern 

beaches of Sydney and first heard the 
gospel at his local primary school in 
weekly Scripture classes. But it was 
not until his final year of high school 
that he gave his life to Christ.

At his Anglican school, he was 
exposed to the gospel through 
chapel services and Christian 
Studies classes, and over time the 

great truths of Christianity took 
hold. Nick became convinced that 
Christianity made sense of the 
world—its goodness yet brokenness, 
our longings for something more.

In year 12 a friend invited Nick to 
a Christian lunchtime group, an act 
which challenged him to consider 
where he really stood with Christ. 
In the culture of the students at the 
time, to even attend such a group 
was to stick your neck out. But God 
had gripped him—in saying ‘yes’ to 
the group he also said ‘yes’ to Jesus. 

Nick’s early Christian formation 
took place at St David’s Anglican 
Church, Forestville, and the Sydney 
University Evangelical Union. 
During this time God continued 
to open his eyes to the depths of 
his grace, and the great treasure of 
the Bible.

After graduating from Sydney 
University with a degree in history, 
Nick worked as a sub-editor for a 
travel magazine. He married Sarah 
during this time, and together they 
became more involved in ministry 
at St David’s. Soon Nick was invited 
to do a ministry apprenticeship, 
taking responsibility for the church’s 
youth ministry.

Convinced that full-time parish 

ministry was where the Lord would 
have him, Nick then spent four years 
studying at Moore College. During 
this time he was a catechist at All 
Saints’ Oatley West and St Bede’s 
Drummoyne. After graduating, Nick 
was deaconed in Sydney in 2013.

Nick’s first curacy was at Hoxton 
Park Anglican Church in south-
west Sydney, where his primary 
responsibilities were youth and 
young adults’ ministry, and oversight 
of the 6pm congregation. The first 
two of their children were born 
there. Nick was priested in 2016, 
and then moved to Springwood in 
late 2017. There he was responsible 
for small groups and the 4:30pm 
congregation, and the final little 
Colyer was added to the family.

Nick enjoys bushwalking with his 
family, curling up with a good book, 
and watching NRL (in a strange 
twist of God’s sovereignty, he’s been 
a Raiders fan since childhood!). His 
greatest joy is seeing people come to 
appreciate the goodness of God, and 
growing in their love for him.

He is very much looking forward 
to serving the saints at St Peter’s and 
leading the mission to reach the lost 
in the local area. 

RevEREND Andrew Robinson Receives Award Recognition
At Canberra Grammar School’s 

end-of-year Presentation Afternoon 
ceremony, Fr Andrew Robinson was 
awarded the prestigious Ian Powell 
award for his special and sustaining 
contribution to the spirit, wellbeing, 
growth and culture of the CGS 
community. The following words are 
taken from his award citation.   

‘To individual students, staff and 
parents, Andrew is unfailingly 
generous with his time, a 
compassionate listener, discrete 
and circumspect in his advice. He 
is wise, insightful and sensitive 
(some would say beyond his years!). 
He leads by example, in service, 
kindness, humour and warmth, in 
his relationships with colleagues and 
students. 

‘Andrew’s pedagogy, particularly 
through his sermons, is exemplary 
in reaching young people where 
they are, spiritually, culturally, 
conceptually, in all their diversity. We 
teachers are privileged to observe his 
intricately structured teaching. Here, 
he gifts us the opportunity to grow 
spiritually alongside our students, as 
we watch them connect and ponder 
his gently provocative, humble, witty 
and personal reflections.

‘During 2020 and 2021, Andrew 
has shouldered a considerable and 
often solitary burden of sheer hard 
work in writing, filming, editing 
and producing services and events 
during remote learning. He and the 
Chaplaincy team have borne the 
frustration of not holding services 
where they, and we, best belong. Like 
all of us, Andrew has faced doubts 
about the traction and impact of his 
work, with students often remote in 

more ways than one. As Chaplain, 
this has surely been a particularly 
profound vocational challenge. 

‘Meanwhile, at the ‘pointy end’ of 
pastoral care, Andrew has worked 
with some of our most vulnerable 
and troubled young people at this 
time. Yet he has tirelessly reached 
out and supported them. He has 
kept on turning to the camera, and 
speaking to our community’s need 
for connection, courage, hope, and 

faith in a way that raised spirits and 
carried us towards better times.’ 

Congratulations Andrew for this 
well-deserved recognition!

Note: Ian Powell was Deputy 
Headmaster of Canberra Grammar 
School from 1975 until his death 
in 1982. The award recognises an 
outstanding contribution to the life 
of the School by a staff member.

Story provided by Archdeacon 
James Coats

BY REVEREND NICK COLYER
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Canberra-Goulburn’s newest mission district

Community Groups throughout 
the week in homes across south 

Canberra. 
Visit renewchurch.com.au

On Friday 3 December Bishop-in-
Council approved the establishment 
of our newest mission district. 
Renew Anglican Church, at first a 
congregation plant from the parish 
of Lanyon Valley, has, since its 
establishment in 2017, grown to 
the point where it made sense to 
formerly separate from its mum 
church at the end of 2021. Renew 
is on the path to, Lord willing, 
becoming a new parish in the 
next few years. The Rectors from 
across Tuggeranong got together 
recently to sign memoranda of 
understanding between them and 
the new mission district, and to 
pray for one another. Reverend Gus 
Robinson from Arawang Anglican 
said, ‘It’s wonderful to see gospel 
growth in the south of Canberra, 
of which Renew is a significant 
part’. Reverend Steve Boxwell from 
Renew commented, ‘We love being 
a neighbouring church seeing 
Arawang pressing forward in 
sharing the gospel’.

Tuggeranong is growing up, more 
than it is out. The 2016 census listed 
the suburb of Greenway as having 
1800 residents, but since then 

there’s been a flurry of high-rise 
apartment development in the area. 
Establishing a new mission district 
in the area in some ways signals 
that we’re all eager to get focussed 
reaching these people with the 
saving news and love of Jesus.

Renew Anglican Church’s vision 
is to see Canberra transformed by 
the love of Jesus, and the church 
will continue to do what they can 
to share of Jesus’ saving love in 
Tuggeranong. Reverend Anna 
Boxwell from Renew expressed 
thankfulness to the members of 
their planting church, Lanyon 
Valley, for the church’s prayerful 
and financial support of Renew over 
the first four years of Renew’s life. 
‘Church planting is always a team 
effort, and we’re thankful for the way 
God has enabled generosity from 
our planting church and all those 
who have joined Renew since we 
launched in 2017. Isn’t it wonderful 
that each and every church can trace 
our lineage all the way back to the 
early church?’

Renew holds services on Sundays, 
10am, at Limelight Cinemas, 
Tuggeranong, and meets in small 

Earlier this year Renew did a survey of its membership to see how they 
were tracking and to help plan for future ministry. These two pie charts 
give a sense of who is coming to Renew, in terms of how long they’ve 
been attending and our age spread.

REVERENDS IAN POWELL 
AND STEVE BOXWELL

REVERENDS GUS ROBINSON AND STEVE BOXWELL
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‘Anglicanism,’ wrote the late 
theologian J.I. Packer, ‘is a pastoral 
form of Christianity’. 

By this he meant that conversion 
and discipleship typically take 
place, not via the podcast or the 
large convention, but through a 
local community and its pattern of 
catechism (instruction), corporate 
worship, and the public celebration 
of milestone moments such as 
baptism and confirmation. 

On the Sunday of ‘Christ the 
King’, St Mary in the Valley (Parish 
of South Tuggeranong) was the site 
of one such celebration, in which 
Bishop Mark was present to confirm 
seven parishioners across three 

different services. 
In his sermon, which reflected 

on the days’ gospel reading, Bishop 
Mark invited people to consider how 
Christ offered a way of leadership so 
refreshingly different from other 
models on offer in our world. 

Over previous months, the group 
of candidates had participated in 
a series of evening classes which 
covered questions such as ‘What is a 
Christian?’, ‘How do I pray?’, ‘What 
do we believe?’ and ‘How do I live?’. 
These gave opportunity to explore 
again the foundations of Christian 
faith and life, using the catechism 
and other resources as a guide. 

The confirmation candidates 

reflected something of the variety 
of backgrounds that make up 
our contemporary church. They 
included four people who had come 
to faith in very recent years; one who 
had returned to the faith after many 
years away; and two who had grown 
up in the church. 

Scott Petrie was one of those 
whose Christian faith is quite new. 
Although baptised as an infant 
he did not grow up as a practicing 
Christian. Confirmation provided 
an opportunity to publicly affirm his 
decision as an adult to follow Christ, 
and to live into those promises that 
had lain dormant since his baptism.

‘I found it very moving,’ he said. 
‘Partly because it was a sacred and 
joyful occasion, and partly because 

I was surrounded by my family and 
my Church community. I learned a 
great deal during the confirmation 
sessions, and I experienced 
something of the joy of baptism.’

The Rector of St Mary in the 
Valley, Reverend Dave McLennan, 
is finishing at the parish after 
Christmas. He found encouragement 
in this opportunity to celebrate the 
ways God’s Spirit has been at work 
in recent years. 

‘It’s at moments like this,’ he said, 
‘and especially when you consider 
the individual stories behind this 
moment, that you catch a glimpse of 
the varied ways in which Christ is at 
work in peoples’ lives. It gives a fresh 
burst of hope.’

To Be Confirmed…

The Cathedral began face-to-
face services again on Sunday 
7  November. We are very 
fortunate that we have a large 
and beautiful cathedral space to 
worship in and our community 
are able to spread out, making 
COVID requirements easier to 
comply with. 

When we gathered last, in 
between lock downs, we were 
only allowed five singers in 
the choir, but now we are 
allowed a full choir, who sang 
for us on the first Sunday. On 
Sunday 14 November, because 
of a relaxation in the NSW 
government requirements, we 
were able to all sing – using 
masks – and this was a great joy. 
One thing that the lock downs 
have shown us is how essential it 
is to sing God’s praises together 
in worship. 

The life of the worshipping 
community is returning. On 14 
November I commissioned five 
new bellringers and they rang for 
us on that day.

We also began our baptism 
programme on 21 November. 
Some of the parents have waited 
almost a year and have been 
postponed several times, so that 
was a doubly joyful occasion. 
Over the last year we have 
celebrated four adult baptisms. 
These have come about in part 
from people reflecting on the 
challenges of the pandemic.

We are also aware of those 
who are hesitant to return to 
live church and attend to them 
though a number of different 
forms of pastoral outreach 
including contacting them by 
phone and personal delivery of 
weekly pew sheets.

This is the first time for some 
while that we are able to celebrate 

by Dean Phillip Saunders

the church’s year. It was great 
to mark the new beginning of 
Advent with the new beginning 

in the life of our worshipping 
community.

Come Lord Jesus, Come!

A New Beginning in our Cathedral
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After an exhaustive national 
search, the Burgmann Anglican 
School Board has appointed 
Ms Leonie Harwood as its third 
Principal. Her appointment marks 
a significant milestone in the 
history of Burgmann Anglican 
School as the first female Principal 
in the co-educational ELC to year 
12 school. 

Leonie’s breadth of experience, 
energy, and enthusiasm for 
educating young people, coupled 
with a strong faith, shape her choices 
in life and drive her work, making 
her an ideal fit to lead the growing 
school community at Gungahlin and 
Forde campuses. 

Leonie tells Anglican News, ‘I 
am excited and honoured to be 
appointed as Principal of Burgmann 
Anglican School. I am a strong 
believer in Christian education and 
look forward to joining Burgmann 
and leading a school community 
actively working to create a world 
where anything is possible for our 
young people grounded in faith.’ 

Currently Deputy Principal and 
Head of Senior School at St John’s 
Grammar School, an Anglican ELC 
to year 12 school in the Adelaide 
Hills in South Australia, Leonie has 
more than two decades of education 
and leadership experience across 
a number of Independent and 
Regional Schools throughout South 
Australia.

Previously, Leonie was Director 
of Learning and Operations before 
taking on the role of Head of Middle 

School, at Seymour College, an all-
girls ELC to year 12 Uniting Church 
School in Adelaide. Leonie was 
the Co-ordinator of Exceptional 
Learning at Immanuel College, a 
year 7-12, co-educational, Lutheran 
IB World school, Head of Senior 
School and Unique Directions Co-
ordinator at Annesley College, and 
Assistant Principal (Middle School) 
at Port Lincoln High School.

An inspiring, contemporary 

educator with a passion for academic 
excellence and ongoing learning for 
teaching staff, Leonie is currently 
completing a Masters in Educational 
Leadership and Management from 
Deakin University. 

‘Now is an exciting time in 
education’, Leonie shared, ‘our 
young people are demanding 
change. Schools must nurture young 
people to not only find their voice, 
but ensure that voice speaks with 
wisdom, kindness and confidence. 
An educated and engaged citizenry 
is key to a well-functioning 
democracy. We need our young 
people to be active participants in 
our society, to question and provide 
solutions, to transition from being 
consumers to being contributors.’

What shines brightly in meeting 
Leonie is her warmth of personality 
and commitment to every child; she 
is a forward-thinking educator who 
is conscious of the changing needs 
of students, the requirements for 
progression and innovation, and 
the qualities that graduates need 
to be successful in the working 
environments of today and the 
future. 

She is committed to providing 
authentic, personalised learning 
experiences. Leonie is passionate 
about building a supportive and 
energised community to inspire 
students as they discover their 
individual strengths that will 
prepare them for the challenges of 
life beyond school.

Leonie’s father is a Uniting Church 
minister and she describes feeling 
fortunate to grow up in a family that 
was centered around the church, that 
nurtured her own faith. Her family 
moved often, including formative 
years in Tennant Creek in the 
Northern Territory, and a number 
of small country towns in South 
Australia, including Snowtown and 
Maitland. Her mother was a teacher 
who instilled in Leonie a love of 
learning and the power of education 
to transform lives. 

Leonie and her husband Stephen 
and two daughters Emily and 
Annabelle are looking forward to 
settling into Canberra. Emily, who 
has just finished Year 12, hopes 
to study Law in Canberra and 
Annabelle will join the Burgmann 
Anglican School in Year 10.

Leonie commences her tenure 
at Burgmann Anglican School in 
January 2022.

Story provided by Burgmann 
Anglican School

MAKING HISTORY AT BURGMANN ANGLICAN SCHOOL



7

ANGLICANNEWS December 2021

The first 15 years of St Peter’s saw 
the school go through some ups and 
downs like many new schools. The 
last four years has seen the school 
develop into a high-quality school 
with enrolments improving nearly 
80% in this time. Here we chat with 
the St Peter’s Principal, Mr Darren 
McPartland (2018 -), about how the 
school has developed over the last 
couple of years.

Were you worried for the school 
after the fires went through it?

I was. The school had just started to 
gain some momentum and I thought 
the fires might be that big, negative 
hiccup we didn’t need. However, 
today, looking back on it I would 
say that the school is in a wonderful 
place that I couldn’t imagine two 
years ago it would have been in. 
Our enrolments are up nearly 60% 
in the last two years and 80% in the 
last four. We now have a huge and 
exciting building program ahead of us.

What developments have you 
completed this year?

We have built a number of new 
classrooms and we have made 
some amazing improvements to the 
grounds. Unfortunately the fires 
took out most of our gardens but 
with enormous amount of work the 
gardens and grounds look better 
than ever. We have also created a 
number of areas where kids can meet 
and congregate and learn outside.

In the Junior School we have 
built a specially-dedicated building 
for what we call our ‘Bush School’ 
program. It is home to our Year 3 
students. It’s an off-grid building run 
on tesla batteries and solar panels 
where the kids immerse themselves 
in real learning in the environment. 
This includes the natural bushlands, 
rivers and ocean that make Broulee 
such a beautiful place. 

How has COVID impacted the 
school?

COVID has been difficult for the 
school. There have been so many 

to do things like jewellery making, 
wooden surfboard making, and we 
are even investigating how we might 
get a car and take out the petrol 
engine and turn it into an electric 
vehicle. That’s a program we’re 
looking at for next year. 

Has the growth of the school over 
the last two years caused any 
problems?

It has certainly come along a lot 
quicker than we thought. There is 
a rush to build new buildings to 
accommodate the students. The 
school is getting close to full in the 
number of year groups. We are a 
double-streamed primary school 
from Prep (four-year-old students) 
up to Year 6. We are currently a 
three-streamed high school (four 
streams in Year 7 in 2022) and this 
will grow to four streams over the 
next few years. 

I hear the students were 
disappointed about missing out 
on the school ski trip? Is that on 
the cards for next year?

Yes, the students and some of the 
staff were very disappointed. We 
are keen for things to hopefully get 
back to normal. Due to the demand 

and the size of the school, we will 
have three ski trips in 2022; one to 
New Zealand, one to Perisher, and 
hopefully one to Selwyn (which is 
more of a Junior School learn-to-ski 
program where those slopes suit that 
age group). 

Hopefully that will all be 
happening next year. We are also 
well into planning for the following 
year for our return to the Japanese 
and French trips. There will be some 
sporting trips too. We are looking 
at having a small netball tour, for a 
couple of teams to go and play some 
other schools. We will look at other 
trips along the way, hopefully things 
will open up for us next year. 

Are there any other exciting 
initiatives next year?

With the growing numbers it’s 
great that we have some new subjects 
coming onboard. Next year we will 
have Engineering Studies, Marine 
Studies and Agriculture as additions 
to the academic program for Year 
10 and upwards. Things are looking 
really exciting for the school over the 
next few years. 

Story provided by St Peter's 
Anglican School, Broulee

changes and so many requirements 
the school has had to adjust to. I 
was really proud of the staff during 
lockdown who worked tirelessly 
to provide a quality program for 
our students. Our parents got an 
appreciation for how hard our 
teachers work because they were 
able to see what was happening on 
screen. A number of people have 
enrolled in the school because they 
heard how passionate our teachers 
are and how much effort they put in 
during COVID. We certainly set a 
very high standard here in the area.

Where are the new students 
coming from?

They are primarily from local 
families, local students. Our market 
share is increasing. We are also 
seeing a number of people coming 
from Canberra and Sydney whose 
families are making the sea change. I 
think that will increase as more land 
becomes available in this area over 
the next couple of years. 

I hear the co-curricular program is 
very popular with your students.

Our new co-curricular program 
that we’ve had running for a couple 
of years is very popular. The kids do 
all sorts of things including surfing, 
mountain biking, kayaking, bush 
walking, sports, cake decorating, 
creative writing, and many more. 
There’s a huge range of activities 
and what is wonderful is that the 
kids get to choose their own activity, 
which they do for a whole term. It’s 
a mixed program where kids from 
Year 7 to 10 are in the same groups. 
The kids make new friends that have 
a common interest as well. 

You’ll have a new woodwork and 
metalwork workshop ready for 
February?

Yes, that’s another of our exciting 
new buildings. It’ll be a big space 
of over 500 square metres – really 
like a trade centre where students 
will do the traditional woodwork 
and metalwork. We’re also going 

GROWTH AT ST PETER'S ANGLICAN COLLEGE BROULEE

AW7154874

AW7154874

An extra class has just been added 
for 2022, the College currently has 
a waiting list for this year in the 
Bush School.

Come and visit our new dedicated 
off grid bush school classrooms.

ST PETER’S ANGLICAN 
COLLEGE, BROULEE

ENROLLING 
NOW FOR  
THE 2022 
YEAR 3 BUSH 
SCHOOL.

We look forward to welcoming you at St Peter’s

To RSVP please email registrar@stpetersbroulee.nsw.edu.au or 
contact the College on 4471 5111

61 Train Street, Broulee AW7154874

BUSH SCHOOL
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We look forward to welcoming you at St Peter’s

To RSVP please email registrar@stpetersbroulee.nsw.edu.au or
contact the College on 4471 5111 | 61 Train Street, Broulee
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At The Riverina Anglican College 
(TRAC) Junior School, we have 
two distinct yet complementary 
pedagogical approaches to equip 
students with tools and skills 
and to develop life-long learning 
dispositions. These are:

1. Explicit Direct Instruction 
(EDI), and 

2. Inquiry-Based Learning
We use the IB Primary Years 

Program (PYP) curriculum 
framework to inform and frame our 
inquiry-based pedagogy. At TRAC 
it is important that each child feels 
safe, supported and has a sense 
of belonging, whether learning at 
school or online. 

When COVID-19 cases increased 
across the state and lockdown seemed 
imminent, our team met to review 
our ‘2020 Continuity of Learning’ 
plan. This needed to be adapted 
to suit the needs of Kindergarten 
to Year 6 students. The focus was 
to design streamlined approaches, 
provide a suitable curriculum for 
each key learning area, and support 
student’s engagement, as strongly as 
possible, with their online learning. 
Our collective efforts ensured that 
student wellbeing was maintained 
and high-quality learning continued 
throughout the lockdown period 
when it ensued. As a team we 

regularly evaluated student learning 
needs based on feedback to inform 
our planning.

At all times, we were cognisant of 
individual families' circumstances 
as we planned for their child’s 
learning. Educators were guided 
to design independent, authentic 
tasks where possible and deliver 
live and recorded instruction on 
Google Classroom to assist our 
young learners. When evaluating 
processes, we shared findings of 
how both students and parents were 
coping with the daily online learning 
structure. 

All online literacy and numeracy 
lessons were designed using the 
EDI principles. Typically, this 
instructional procedure follows a 
pattern of modelling by the educator, 
continues with guided practice 
with feedback, and the process 
is completed with independent 
practice. This is known as: ‘I do, we 
do, you do.’ Parents were informed 
and supported with home learning 
through the posting of ‘student’ 
and ‘parent’ user versions of daily 
lessons. This platform provided 

support to our students and their 
families as they navigated learning 
through these difficult times.

This was contrasted with our 
inquiry learning approach. Before 
students are shown the essential 
information, they are asked to 
practice a task and then discover 
some of the information themselves. 
The benefits of explicitly teaching 
literacy and numeracy skills to our 
students are that they will develop 
the necessary tools to help them 
learn how to conduct an inquiry 
task. Engaging inquiry tasks, aimed 
at igniting each child’s curiosity, 
were posted on Google Classroom 
across the week. 

Exceptional teachers make 
exceptional schools and our teachers' 
love for learning certainly sparked 
a love for learning in our students 
during this challenging time. 

The college’s youngest students were 
provided with their own ‘Wellbeing 
and Learning ToolKit’, designed to 
encourage play and support mental 
health in a home learning context. 
The toolkit contained worry dolls, 
a ball, skipping rope, creative arts 
items, stationery, books and literacy 
and numeracy resources and was 
utilised by our kindergarten-to-
year-two students as they navigated 
their online learning environment. 

Online Learning at The Riverina Anglican College Junior School

Our families felt that these resources 
supported learning and improved 
their child’s wellbeing.

Highlights of the online learning 
period for our TRAC students 
included our Wellbeing and RUOK? 
Day, Live Reads and Book Week 
celebrations. 

Head of Digital Pedagogy & Analytics Clinton Lough, Science Teacher Kira Lough

Head of Junior School Kylie Chacon

by Kylie Chacon
Head of Junior School

Principal Mr Paul Humble
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Mark 10:13-16 tells us Jesus was 
indignant. ‘Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, 
for the Kingdom of God belongs to 
them.’ We are entreated to receive 
the Kingdom of God as a little child. 
Jesus embraces the children and 
blesses them.

Children have a special place in 
God’s kingdom as do people with 
disability. We are encouraged to 
bring our children up in the training 
and instruction of the Lord.

This is why as a former child 
and youth minister, I believe in 
evangelism amongst children. In fact 
I have a passion to see ALL children 
and youth responding to God and 
growing in faith, irrespective of 
ability. It is also clear in reading the 
Gospels that Jesus has a special place 
for the disabled. Their encounters 
with Jesus transform their lives.

When we think of evangelism and 
work with kids and youth, where do 
those with disabilities and additional 
needs fit in? Are they even part of 
our thinking when we write our 
plans and goals for future mission?

It is sad that in many churches, 
children in general are not part of the 
official outreach programme, never 
mind children with additional needs 
and disabilities. When we think of 
additional needs and disability, all 
too often people see the disability 
and the problems first. 

I would love our churches to see 
beyond potential difficulties and 
see, firstly, a precious child or young 
person of God with the potential for 
faith and a life lived with God. But 
often we don’t see the child or young 
person first but see the diagnosis 
instead. We look to find volunteers 
for a problem that needs sorting out 

rather than asking people to catch 
the vision for enabling this child or 
young person to be everything they 
can be in Christ and fully included 
in our church communities.

Embracing Ministries offers 
workshops to help churches and 
young people catch the vision. 
When I run training days with 
the CBM Luke 14 resources, I find 
people want me to fix the ‘problem’ 
with a quick fix. It takes a long time 
to shift the focus from ‘problem’ to 
‘purpose and potential’. Through the 
workshops we teach that inclusion is 
about attitude, not just about ramps 
and accessible bathrooms.

Usually, the only children and 
youth with disabilities and additional 
needs in our children’s ministries are 
those whose families are already part 
of the church community. Often 
midweek programs such as Mainly 
Music or youth groups have children 
with additional needs who come 
from families on the edge of church. 
With these groups we struggle, so 
how on Earth can we cope with 
bringing more in? 

When we started our Spring 
Holiday program seven years ago 
for children with physical and 
intellectual disabilities – I loved it! 
Our churches and church camps 
excluded these people, because it was 
all so hard. Many children came to 
know Jesus in a very real but simple 
way, but, where could they go when 
the week was over? For a child with 
quadriplegic cerebral palsy, whose 
parents don’t want to go to church,  
how do we help them access church, 
and how do we keep them there? 
In rare cases churches have made it 

work, but, as a rule, it doesn’t.
I’m still in touch with most of the 

participants and families of that first 
program – all of them now adults. 
Some have chosen not to follow 
Jesus, some have other beliefs now, 
some have returned to faith, a few 
are on the edges of local church 
communities with the help of 
their family. Churches failed many 
of them.

I have learned much from them, 
both then and now, and I am grateful 
and honoured. So who is reaching 
out to children, especially those with 
additional needs and disabilities, in 
our communities today?

Well, some are, but not enough.
I’ve already been ‘realistic’ – now 

I’m going to be brutally honest. 
Many children have life limiting 
disabilities – I’ve been to far too 
many funerals! These children and 
young people have less time to hear 
the Gospel than others. The need 
is urgent!

I have to add here that I’m not 
just worried about short life spans 
now, but the fact that so, SO many 
children and young people with 
additional needs are being rejected 
by the Church. This is now the 
bigger problem – they are leaving the 
Church in much greater numbers 
and not returning.

We believe in the Gospel, we 
believe in spreading it, but do we 
believe in taking it to some of the 
most vulnerable people in our 
communities? Is ‘The Church’ brave 
enough to step up to this challenge 
and not to see it as a problem but 
huge potential?

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY

by Reverend Andrea de Vaal Horciu
Director of Embracing Ministries
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We are now in the season of 
Advent, the first Sunday of the 
new liturgical year. I worshipped 
in All Saints Church Ainslie, on 
Advent Sunday, and the beautiful 
Eucharistic vestments, including 
the Chasuble for the priest, were of 
the colour purple for Advent. This 
Season of four Sundays prepares 
us to celebrate the great Feast of 
Christmas, celebrating the birth 
of Christ our Saviour. The word 

‘Christmas’ was originally ‘Christ's 
Mass’, a reminder of our long 
Catholic heritage.

The first hymn for the Eucharist 
at All Saints was that marvellous 
ancient Latin hymn, translated 
by John Mason Neale, ‘O come, 
O come, Emmanuel, and ransom 
captive Israel, that mourns in lonely 
exile here, until the Son of God 
appear’.

We owe that hymn to John Mason 
Neale (1818-1866), but few of us 
stop to ask who he was. Long before I 

HE GAVE US AN ADVENT HYMN

John Mason Neale. Picture in the Public Domain. 
by Reverend Robert Willson

‘2020 and Onwards’ Wall Hanging

What do you do when thrust into 
unimagined upheaval, distress and 
uncertainty. During 2020 an idea 
was born at St Simon’s Kaleen of 
sharing something of our journeys 
through these ‘unprecedented’ 
times. 

So making a ‘2020 and Onwards’ 
wall hanging of patches was 

explored and advertised. Many 
parishioners responded to the 
invitation to create a 15x15cm patch 
that told something of their own 
experiences, together with a written 
explanation. Adding written phrases 
of the whole of Psalm 23 throughout 
the Hanging encourages us with the 
perfect promises of God’s presence, 

salvation and upholding of each of 
our lives, into eternity.

There was a huge variety in the 
way the patches were constructed 
– painting, embroidery, appliqué, 
collage, photography, jigsaw puzzle 
– and in the images produced.

An accompanying Journal has 
been compiled with a photo of the 

Wall Hanging and a numbered graph 
which guides the reader to each 
of the written stories. Stories full 
of heartfelt memories, challenges, 
community and especially the hope 
that takes us beyond fear. Stories 
that shed tears.

 The Journal also includes several 
front pages of our weekly ‘pew-
sheet’ of particular dates: the last 
Sunday before 2020 lockdown, 
Zoom services, re-opening Sunday 
in July 2020 and the ongoing 2021 
closing and re-opening activities. 

Pages will be added of the 
signatures of all people who are part 
of the St Simon’s church community, 
to be remembered in personal ways. 

It is hoped that the Wall Hanging 
will allow people to reflect, meditate, 
even be inspired, as we continue this 
emotional journey together.

St Simon’s re-opened for in-person 
services on Sunday 14 November 
2022 after the recent lockdown, with 
a slightly belated celebration of St 
Simon’s Day and the unveiling of the 
Wall Hanging and Journal.

The project was co-ordinated by 
Trish Lord and Robyn Body.

Story provided by Robyn Body

became an Anglican I was fascinated 
by the life of Neale. I have collected 
as many of his books as I could find. 

Neale was born at St Pancras, 
London, in 1818. He had a 
distinguished career at Cambridge, 
but failed to gain an honours degree 
in classics because he had no ability 
in mathematics. This was required 
because of a quaint regulation which 
was repealed the following year.

Neale was a brilliant linguist, not 
only in Latin and Greek but also in 
other languages, but he was cursed 
by poor health and his lungs were 
badly affected. He went to Madeira 
to save his life in 1844 and was there 
for some time. Eventually in 1846 
Earl de la Warr presented him to the 
Wardenship of Sackville College, in 
East Grinstead, an old men's home, 
and he remained there for the rest of 
his life.

Many years ago, on a camping 
holiday in Britain, my wife and 
I made a pilgrimage to Sackville 
College. I have photographs of his 
study and the beautiful memorial to 
Neale dedicated by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. Neale is now 
recognised as one of the fathers 
of the Anglo-Catholic Revival in 

the Church of England. Neale's 
sister was the Mother Superior of a 
convent he also founded.

For a man in poor health his 
literary output, many volumes of 
commentary on Scripture, sermons 
and letters and especially his 
translations of ancient hymns, as 
well as a history of the Holy Eastern 
Church, form a remarkable heritage.

Neale did not lack courage. On one 
occasion his life was threatened by 
a rioting mob of ardent Protestants 
who tried to kill him because of his 
High Church convictions.

His link to the ancient de la Warr 
family is interesting because it 
seems that the American state of 
Delaware, where President Biden 
lives, was named after that family. 
Neale gained an honorary doctorate 
from Trinity College, Hartford, 
Connecticut, USA. It was a disgrace 
that the Church of England had no 
honour for this remarkable man in 
his own life-time. Today at last his 
contribution to the Anglo-Catholic 
Revival of the Church is recognised 
and all Christians appreciate his 
great hymns.

Neale died in 1866, aged 48.
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SILENCING THE CHURCH?

Throughout history the church 
has had a role in bringing attention 
to important community issues and 
speaking truth to power. In ancient 
Rome at times bishops courageously 
challenged the moral validity of the 
actions of the emperor. Christians 
were likewise active in the fight 
for the abolition of the slave trade. 
In more recent times the church 
has spoken out regarding refugees, 
poverty, abortion and more. This is 
no surprise as the Scriptures call us 
to ‘Speak up for those who cannot 
speak for themselves, for the rights 
of all who are destitute. Speak up 
and judge fairly; defend the rights of 
the poor and needy.’ Proverbs 31:8-9 
(NIV)

And yet in recent times this role 
of the church has come under 
increasing attack in western society. 
We have felt this too in Goulburn 
as a vandal has recently defaced 
and destroyed a sign at St Nicholas’ 
Anglican Church Goulburn. The 
sign was protesting the proposed 
locating of a waste incinerator in 
the Goulburn Mulwaree LGA. The 

proposed waste incinerator is part 
of the NSW government’s ‘Energy 
from Waste Infrastructure Plan’. It 
would burn thousands of tonnes 
of Sydney’s rubbish every year and 
alleviate Sydney’s rubbish disposal 
problems. However, residents and 
community groups in Goulburn and 
surrounding areas are concerned 
about the potential health impacts 
caused by toxins generated by 
the incineration process. But the 
potential health impacts wouldn’t 
just affect Goulburn. The wind could 
blow it over Collector, Crookwell, 
Bungendore, Braidwood, Yass, 
Queanbeyan and Canberra. 

The protest sign was vandalised 
with black spray paint that 
completely deleted the protest 
message. However, the two other 
signs immediately next to the protest 
sign were left completely untouched. 
It’s pretty clear that whoever did this 
only wanted to silence the protest 
message. I didn’t put the sign there. 
The parish council did. But I fully 
support their right to join with other 
community groups in Goulburn 
in opposing this proposal to burn 
Sydney’s rubbish here in Goulburn. 

These are hard-working volunteers 
who are moved by the love of 
Christ to care about our community 
enough to speak out. It is sad that 
someone has tried to silence them.  

The vandalism of the sign is 
also a sign itself. It’s a sign that 
the vandal knows they don’t have 
good arguments in favour of a 
waste incinerator. After all, they 
could bring their arguments to the 
public square and perhaps win over 
Goulburn. But the very fact that 
they have snuck along here and 
vandalised the sign shows they don’t 
have an argument that even they 
have confidence in. And no wonder! 
As many people have asked, if these 
waste incinerators are safe why aren’t 
they being built in Sydney? Why are 
they going to all the trouble and 
expense of transporting Sydney’s 
rubbish here when they could burn 
it in Sydney if it were perfectly safe? 
No one from the NSW government 
has yet been able to answer that 
question satisfactorily. 

But it’s not just an unknown 
vandal that is silencing us. The 
state government views this as 
‘state significant’ infrastructure and 
so the normal planning processes 
are bypassed and the local council 
and community don’t have the 
say they would normally have. 
This means the voices of the local 
community, including our church, 
have been sidelined. The community 
consultation that is planned is 
grossly insufficient for something 
that could potentially damage the 
health of residents. 

But the community and the church 
are finding its voice anyway. Bishop 
Mark Short recently conducted 
a ‘listening tour’, which brought 
attention to the issue and gathered 
community leaders together to 
discuss the issue. In response the 
shire council has since formed 
a cross-party community group 
to educate and inform residents 

about the potential impact of the 
NSW government ‘waste to energy’ 
policy. In addition, Local MP Wendy 
Tuckerman has also spoken out 
publicly and in the NSW parliament 
opposing any waste incinerator in 
her electorate. 

It’s been really pleasing to see 
the Goulburn community unite 
on this issue. Liberal, Labor, 
Shooters Fishers Farmers, Greens 
and independents are all working 
together to raise awareness and 
help Goulburn find its voice. And 
local Christians and church leaders 
are continuing to speak out on this 
issue too. 

But the question is, will you 
raise your voice alongside ours? 
The community has registered an 
E-petition with the NSW Parliament 
to speak out about this issue and 
oppose the so-called ‘waste to 
energy’ incinerator. To sign it you 
need to be a NSW resident with 
an email address. You can access 
the petition on your smart phone 
using the QR code on this page. 
Or you click on this link: https://
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/la/
Pages/epetitions-list.aspx and scroll 
down to the one titled ‘Ban Waste-
to-Energy Incinerator within the 
Goulburn-Mulwaree and Southern 
Tablelands Region’.

Will you join us and sign the 
e-petition? Will you join us and 
speak up on this issue? Will you 
help our church as we refuse to be 
silenced and sign the e-petition?

by Reverend Paul Davey

THE CANBERRA HOSPITAL
PART-TIME ANGLICAN CHAPLAIN (1 DAY)

An opportunity exists to be a part of the Spiritual Support 
Services at Canberra Hospital commencing January 2022. 

The role is for an ordained person with experience and 
qualifications in pastoral care. If you are interested contact 

Archdeacon Tom Henderson-Brooks at
tom.henderson-brooks@anglicancg.org.au

 

 

Illustrating five Australian regions 
 and their flora and fauna:  

illuminating the Book of Psalms 

An exhibition of watercolours by Fiona Pfennigwerth 

26 January 2022 (opening afternoon tea @ 2.30) to 20 February 2022 
Australian National Botanic Gardens Canberra 

 

Meet the Artist Saturday 29 January from 11 am 

A selection of the original paintings reproduced in her recent The Book of Psalms illuminated, 
on sale during the exhibition at the Botanical Bookshop. 

	

E: fiona@fionapfennigwerth.info                                        W: www.fionapfennigwerth.info 
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Bushfire Recovery Community  
Grants Coordinator
SE NSW with Office locations in Moruya, 
Cobargo, Bega or Batlow. Work from home 
option available.

Bushfire Recovery Rebuilding Coordinator
Cobargo Office, with regular travel required 
within Snowy Valley, Eurobodalla and Bega 
Valley Shires

Bushfire Recovery Coordinator-  
Far South Coast North
Moruya- with travel required throughout 
the Far South Coast region

Bushfire Recovery Coordinator-  
Far South Coast South
Cobargo- with travel required throughout 
the Far South Coast region

For more information contact:

Be part of a team that makes a difference!

email: Carlin.stanford@anglicare.com.au
call: 0490 704 192  
or visit: www.anglicare.com.au/careers

1

2

3

4

COMMUNITY 
BUSHFIRE 
recovery 

ROLES

GOULBURN AND JUNEE 
CORRECTIONAL CENTRES

FULL-TIME CHAPLAINCY POSITIONS
Two exciting ministry opportunities exist in our 

Diocesan Chaplaincy team.

The Goulburn Correctional Centre (GCC) is a male 
supermaximum prison in Goulburn NSW. It is operated by 

Correctional Services NSW, an agency of the 
Department of Justice.

Junee Correctional Centre (JCC) is a mixed-security prison for 
men in Junee NSW. It is operated privately by the GEO Group 

Australia in accordance with regulations prescribed by the 
NSW Department of Justice and NSW State Legislation.

The Anglican Diocese of Canberra + Goulburn is contracted to 
provide a full-time Chaplain who works collegially alongside 

other Chaplains (full and part-time) from other denominations 
and other faiths to provide Chaplaincy Services with both 

centres.

For further information on the roles and requirements 
please visit:

https://anglicancg.org.au/goulburn-and-junee-chaplaincy/
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You are invited by Aunty Jean Phillips, one of Australia's most Senior 
Aboriginal Christian Leaders, to a moment of national significance to 

#ChangeTheHeart of Australia.  

A gathering to watch the #ChangeTheHeart service will be held at 
the Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture on 25th January at 

7:30pm.

Click here to register or email Rev. Dr Katherine Rainger 
(k_rainger@hotmail.com)

https://bit.ly/3pGOrBe
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=PxqJtlejykew2YfUU26d_thnv-UsSkpIpPxTmig3cdFUMUpXOVdFVjlCTUcxMjlDU1NPSVk5TEw5MS4u

