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So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 
to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we 

all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13)

Read the full story on page 9.
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Pastoral Letter

Dear sisters and brothers,

I write this pastoral letter on the eve of the Voice Referendum and in the aftermath 
of the dreadful terrorist attacks in Israel and in light of the ongoing blockade of Gaza. 
These events remind me that in a fallen world peace and restoration do not happen 
by accident, or because we allow ourselves to be carried along by the currents of 
history and culture. Rather they are the fruit of intentional, sometimes costly, action. 
The Lord Jesus Himself reconciled us with God by taking the first step, making peace at 
the cost of His own blood shed on the cross.

In that vein, let me encourage us to ‘step forward’ in the three directions, bearing with 
us the kindness that is the fruit of God’s Spirit:

 † Let us step forward towards the First Peoples of Australia. The lead up to the 
Referendum has been incredibly draining for many of them regardless of where they 
stand on the question. I encourage you to reach out in kindness to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people in your church and community. Now is not the time to 
expect from them a commentary on the Referendum result, but it is an opportunity 
for respect and love. Now is the time to assure them that being in relationship matters 
and that we are committed to hearing their voices and pursuing recognition and 
justice in the years ahead.

 † Let us step forward towards the people of Israel. The attacks have been horrific in 
their nature and extent. A music festival or a private home is never a legitimate target. 
I encourage you to reach out in kindness to Jewish people in your own networks 
and communities. They will feel the attacks deeply as well as their own vulnerability 
to rising Anti-Semitism.

 † Let us step forward to the people of Gaza. They now face the dreadful prospect of 
being trapped inside a conflict zone without any viable means of escape. I encourage 
you to reach out in kindness to neighbours and colleagues who feel a particular 
connection to them because of common ancestry or faith. Many will be anxious 
that they are being asked to bear a collective responsibility for actions they neither 
planned nor support.

In the days to come there will be voices which tell us that we have to choose between 
engaging these groups, or that the issues are so complex that it’s best not to step 
forward at all. Instead, I encourage us to listen to the promptings of God’s Spirit. This is 
the same Spirit who empowered the Lord Jesus to reach out with costly love to tax 
collectors and Pharisees, zealots and centurions, Jews and Gentiles. I am confident that 
with God’s help we can engage our beautiful and broken world with His love and truth.

The following is a pastoral letter I sent out last month. While events have 
continued to develop since then I still commend it to you.

With prayers and blessings,

Bishop Mark Short
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I was asked to share a morning reflection at the 
Anglicare Australia Conference this year. The theme 
was every voice, every community. So I prayerfully 
discerned to base my reflection on God’s Voice; the 
difference God’s Voice makes in our lives when God’s 
Spirit transforms our hearts and minds for God’s good 
purposes and plans. 

We shared about the place God has us right now.  
I shared the map we have of Aboriginal countries in the 
areas we work in across NSW & the ACT. The privilege it 
has been to meet elders and young ones yarning about 
their life journey.

I want to share two stories of the lives of two people 
who heard God’s voice and the radical difference it 
made in their lives. 

The first is Uncle Ossie Cruse who lives in our diocese in 
the beautiful Two Fold Bay Yuin Country in Eden. 

You can read a detailed sharing of his life as recorded in 
the ABC story here or his Australian Story. 

Uncle Ossie heard God’s Voice and it dramatically 
turned his life around. He found God’s purpose and 
meaning and confidence to advocate for Indigenous 
rights. The verse in Psalm 119 verse 46 typifies the 
difference God made in Uncle Ossie’s life. 46 I will speak 
of Your decrees before kings and not be ashamed.

Uncle Ossie was instrumental in bringing to the 
attention of the Australian Government the rights of 
Indigenous people. He then went to the United Nations 
and worked tirelessly to bring about the United Nations 
Declaration of the human rights of Indigenous peoples 
across every part of the world. He is described as a quiet 
humble leader and a powerful one. Uncle Ossie shares 
of his great love for God, the importance of listening to 
God’s voice and the transforming work it brings about 
when you do what God’s word says. 

Written by Rev Sarah Plummer, Anglicare NSW South, West & ACT Executive Director Community & Partnerships

Anglicare Australia Conference 

A Thanksgiving for Australia

God of Holy Dreaming, Great Creator Spirit, from 
the dawn of creation you have given your children 
good things …. . You spoke and the gum tree grew. 
In the vast desert and dense forest, and in cities 
at the water’s edge, Creation sings your praise. 

Your presence endures as the rock at the heart of our Land. When Jesus hung on the tree you heard the cries 
of all your people and became one with your wounded ones: the convicts, the hunted, the dispossessed. 
The sunrise of your Son coloured the earth anew, and bathed it in glorious hope. In Jesus we have been 
reconciled to you, to each other and to your whole creation. Lead us on, Great Spirit, as we gather from the 
four corners of the earth; enable us to walk together in trust from the hurt and shame of the past into the full 
day which has dawned in Jesus Christ. Amen

Rev’d Lenore Parker, A Prayer Book for Australia 1999

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-07-03/uncle-ossie-cruse-the-quiet-leader-for-indigenous-rights/8653236
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My second story is about “Young Mob”. I was working 
for an international organisation who brought together 
all of their national boards once every three years. At 
this Triennial council they wanted to seriously listen 
to the voice of children. Across the world children 
were elected by their peers in regional gatherings to 
represent their voices and to attend this council. One of 
the young voices elected was a girl called Yulara from 
young mob Australia. Yulara’s presence as an indigenous 
young Australian caused a very strong reaction in one 
of the Brazilian Delegates. This delegate started to 
share with me in anger what a waste it was to have 
an indigenous girl come to this important conference. 
She was highly agitated about this. I took her into the 
prayer room at the conference and listened to her. After 
sometime God’s voice spoke into her life in an incredible 
way. She realised her own unconscience bias. She had 
grown up in a country - Brazil - where indigenous people 
have no rights, have no voice or say and she saw that as 
normative. She shared you could murder an indigenous 
person and it have no consequence. This lady was 
a lawyer and her work was about Justice. I gently 
challenged her about God’s Justice and words and as 
the tears began to flow God lovingly challenged her 
heart and she repented. It was then an incredible thing 
happened. Her country was hosting the World Soccer 
Cup in the following year. She wanted to invite Yulara 
and Young Mob to come to her country and advocate for 
the rights of Indigenous young people as a tour before 
the world cup. 

I sought to check-in with Yulara whether she was ok 
to meet this lady and to create a safe space for this 
radically-impacted and changed adult to connect with 
her. It was beautiful to see what God did that day. The 
invitation was made to her and young mob to attend 
this incredible advocacy opportunity before the World 
Cup games in Brazil. I shared with Yulara that her 
attendance at this council was profoundly life changing. 
I shared with her that maybe her purpose is not only for 
the rights of her own mob and young people, but she 
consider advocating for the rights of indigenous young 
people all around the world and what a difference that 
would make. She began to cry about how God could use 
her in such a way. 

There is an old poem that describes the change that is 
brought in our lives when God’s touch is upon us.  
It is called the “Touch of the Master’s Hand” & 
the Old Violin, by Myra Brooks Welch

I pray you might know God’s purpose afresh for 
your life in this day.

Amen. 

This is the final concert in Braidwood Concert Series’ 
2023 program. In association with RSCM Australia (ACT), 
well-known Canberra organist, Lorraine Macknight 
will present works by Hendrick Andriessen, Klaas Bolt, 
CJ Bute, Cor Kint, Albert de Klerk, Piet Rippen, Jaap 
Niewenhuijse and others. Be prepared for a musical 
bicycle tour of The Netherlands, without tulips, clogs 
or canals - just the sound of organ pipes in a beautiful 
Australian setting!

 Make it a day out in Braidwood! Come for a leisurely 
lunch - there are many great cafes, restaurants and two 
hotels that provide a wide range of cuisines. Stroll the 
heritage streets and shops, then head to St Andrew’s 
Church from 2.30pm to get your seat, ready for the 
Organ recital from 3 - 4pm. You’ll be home before sunset!

Organ Recital 

Join Us

Written by Dr Anne Sanders

‘A Dutch Treat’ a program of 
20th Century Dutch organ music.

VENUE St Andrew’s Anglican Church Braidwood 
  47 Elrington St, Braidwood

DATE & TIME Sunday, 19 November | 3pm - 4pm

TICKETS 

Adults | $20

Concessions | $15

Under 18 | Free

Click here for online tickets.

or

Purchase tickets on the day 
at the door from 2.30pm.

https://events.humanitix.com/organ-recital-unsans89
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Disciples  
Making Disciples

“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” 
Matthew 28 18-19

The resurrected King Jesus left his followers with one 
great task – in light of Jesus’ great power and authority 
his disciples were told to GO and make disciples of all 
nations! This is our mission. That as Jesus’ disciples we 
would bear the fruit of the gospel in our own lives and 
be a part of God’s great work of making fully-devoted 
followers of Jesus who will continue to make disciples of 
all nations. Disciples making disciples. 

Jesus’ vision in Matthew 28 sets the framework for the 
mission of the St Matt’s youth ministry. Aiming to pursue 
the vision of our Lord, St Matt’s ran a three-day ‘D-team 
retreat’ titled ‘The Global Gospel’ in the July school 
holidays. We spent three days gathered with all of our 
discipleship teams and leaders to dive deep into God’s 
word, considering his purpose for this world. 

The purpose of the camp was to give the youth a vision for 
the ‘global gospel’. The idea that the good news of Jesus 
life, death and resurrection is for all nations and all time. 
God’s great work in Jesus truly is good life-changing news 
for the whole world! 

Each of the three mornings we spent some time thinking 
about the great need our world has for Jesus and how 
God uses his people to proclaim his message of undying 
love so we are caught up in this. (Matthew 9:35-10:42)

We wanted to encourage the youth to be a part of God’s 
great work to win this world for Jesus through seeing 
disciples who make disciples. 

We spent six sessions across the three days training the 
youth to lead a one-to-one bible reading session, reading 
the gospel according to Mark. The youth were partnered 
up and had three turns each of leading a bible study in 
Mark’s gospel, as a model for what they may be able to do 
with their friends. The gospel of Mark reveals the heart 
of the good news of Jesus’ life death and resurrection, 
as the only hope for humanity. 

Mark 2:17 

“It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  
I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Mark 10:45 

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Written by Joshua Ward, Youth Minister, Wanniassa
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Before each of these sessions one of the youth shared 
with the group how they have recently come to follow 
Jesus as Lord, primarily through meeting Jesus in 
his Word. 

This demonstrated, through the hearts and lives of his 
people at St Matt’s, that disciple-making is in one sense 
simple, it’s opening God’s Word to see his message of 
undying love for this world in Jesus. 

As we called the youth to play a part in gospel ministry 
in God’s great purposes for the world we also ensured 
we focused not only on competence to lead a study but 
on the priority of Christian character as we spent part 
of each morning unpacking the book of Titus. 

I can’t describe how encouraging and soul-nourishing 
the three days were. It’s been an unbelievable joy to 
see many of the partners continue to read the bible 
together one to one after the conclusion of the three 
days. In God’s kindness four of our youth have since 
opened the gospel of Mark with a non-Christian friend 
at school. 

Please do give thanks to our God for these three days. 
Pray for the 44 youth that they may continue to be 
amazed at the good news of Jesus. Join us in praying 
that the Lord may be raising up many workers, from 
amongst our midst. The harvest certainly is plentiful, 
and the workers are few. Yet our God is the Lord of the 
harvest, so let’s keep praying this world would be won 
for Jesus. Amen. 

Clergy Moves
 † The Reverend Wendy Bloomfield resigned as 

Rector of Cooma from 24 September 2023.

 † The Reverend Martin Christensen has been 
appointed as Locum Rector at Cooma Parish 
from 14 October 2023.

 † The Reverend Luke Collings has accepted 
the position of Rector of Yass Valley and will 
commence in early 2024.

 † The Reverend Joshua Dinale had his Authority 
to Officiate renewed on 5 October 2023.

 † The Right Reverend Trevor Edwards had 
his Authority to Officiate renewed on 
30 October 2023.

 † The Reverend Canon Margaret Emil was 
licensed as Honorary Assistant Priest 
at St Saviour’s Cathedral, Goulburn on 
30 October 2023.

 † The Reverend Ian Forsyth had his Authority to 
Officiate renewed on 30 October 2023.

 † The Reverend Connie Gerrity had 
her Authority to Officiate renewed on 
30 October 2023.

 † The Reverend Elaine Gifford has relinquished 
her Authority to Officiate and retired outside 
the Diocese.

 † The Reverend Samuel Gregory had 
his Authority to Officiate renewed on 
6 November 2023.

 † The Right Reverend Dr Sarah Macneil 
had her Authority to Officiate renewed on 
30 October 2023.

 † The Reverend David Rajasekaram has 
accepted the position of Rector of Tumut 
and will commence ministry on Sunday 
3 March 2024.

 † The Reverend Canon Emeritus Brian Roberts 
had his Authority to Officiate renewed on 
30 October 2023.
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Anglican Schools Australia 
Conference: Re-emergence

Sarah’s poems and Stephen’s sermon from 
the conference Eucharist can be found on the 
ASA website here, along with the copies of other 
addresses given throughout the conference. 

A pre-conference day was hosted at Radford College 
which was attended by 30 school leaders and 
90 chaplains. The day began for both groups in the 
Radford Chapel with a Morning Prayer service which 
included a rousing homily by The Reverend Canon 
Professor Scott Cowdell who encouraged us to 
persevere with sharing the ‘scandal’ of God’s love and 
mercy made known to us in Jesus Christ. 

The chaplains were then treated to a panel discussion 
on the topic of In Conversation: Towards a Theology of 
School Chaplaincy with renowned poet and educator 
Mr John Foulcher, The Rev’d Dr Jane Foulcher who drew 
on her ministry in Anglican schools and research into 
humility, and The Rev’d Associate Professor Andrew 
Cameron who shared models of chaplaincy and how 
St Mark’s National Theological Centre can support 
Anglican schools. This was a captivating session and a 
chance for chaplains to reflect on the ‘why’ of what we 
do in our ministry. 

Our Diocesan Bishop The Rt Rev’d Dr Mark Short 
welcomed delegates to the Diocese, followed by a 
Welcome to Country from Ngunnawal woman Selina 
Walker accompanied by didgeridoo and clapsticks 
from Duncan Smith OAM and Jakida Smith from 
Wiradjuri Echoes. We heard from leaders in ASA as 
they welcomed us and shared the vision of providing 

a network for Anglican Schools in Australia. We also 
heard from students in Anglican schools who shared the 
community service initiatives. This included a reflection 
on Anglicare’s Eden Canoes project.

Keynote speakers included: broadcaster and writer 
Julia Baird (Re-emergence: the promise of a faith-
based education in a fractured world); astrophysicist 
Brad Tucker (The New Space Race – more than just the 
science); Anglican educators Lesley Johnston & David 
MacGillivray (Faith and Life); Dr Donna Cross (School 
leaders’ and other school staff wellbeing: What’s the 
master plan?); Thomas Mayo (The Uluru Statement 
from the Heart – Saying Yes to Recognition and a Voice); 
Uncle Glenn Loughrey (Voice, Treaty, Truth, Absurd 
Generosity: The Statement from the Heart as Pedagogy) 
and the Primate of the Anglican Church of Australia, 
Archbishop Geoffrey Smith who encouraged us to 
claim and re-claim the Christian identity in the Anglican 
tradition of our schools as we look to Jesus and to the 
Kingdom that he inaugurates and we proclaim.

Worship was a thread running throughout the 
conference connecting us to God and to each other. 
Morning and Evening Prayer services were prepared 
and led by chaplains from Anglican schools in our 
Diocese. Students from our schools shared their musical 
gifts, culminating in the Canberra Girls Grammar choir 
leading the conference Eucharist at St Paul’s Manuka. 

The conference was a fantastic opportunity for us to 
gather and encourage one another to fulfil our mission 
as Anglican schools. 

Written by Rev. Dr Katherine Rainger, Senior Chaplain Radford College

In August, over 250 delegates from around Australia gathered in Canberra for the annual 
Anglican Schools Australia (ASA) conference. We were blessed to be hosted on the journey 
by two ‘provocateurs’, The Rt Rev’d Dr Stephen Pickard and The Rev’d Dr Sarah Agnew who 
responded to each of the sessions with poetry, reflections, and a dose of humour. 

https://www.anglicanschoolsaustralia.edu.au/2024-asa-conference-melbourne/2023-conference-resources/
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Women in Ministry  
Conversation 
Written by Rev. Dr. Guerin Tueno - ADS Director of Safe Ministry

Canberra and Goulburn Diocese was one of the first in 
Australia to ordain women to the Priesthood, but issues 
such as unequal opportunities to serve, a perceived 
lack of training and formation opportunities compared 
to male peers, and the ongoing debates between the 
egalitarian and complementarian wings of the Church 
add to the air of this being an incomplete conversation 
even here. 

On October 19th, St Mark’s National Theological Centre 
hosted Conversation: Women & Ministry in which three 
ordained women of the Diocese shared their story 
including how they came to be ordained, their passions 
in ministry, and the challenges they face. 

Rev. Anna Boxwell is a minister of Renew Anglican 
Church, Tuggeranong (part-time), together with her 
husband Steve; Assistant Director of Church Planting 
for City to City Australia (part time); and teaches 
ministry training for St Mark’s National Theological 
Centre. Anna began her journey as a Christian and 
in ministry at Wagga where she developed a passion 
for seeing people come to meet Jesus. She reflected 
on the unequal opportunities offered to men and 
women considering ministry, and on the struggles and 
opportunities of women in more complementarian 
churches who are called to ministry, and the need for 
more men and women to work together to see more 
people come to follow Jesus Christ.

Rev. Dr. Katherine Rainger spoke about her journey 
to ordained ministry coming from a background as a 
teacher, and finding her vocation through spending 
time on retreat at the Jamberoo Abbey. This time away 
allowed her to hear the wise godly counsel of others 
from outside of the Anglican Church, which was to 
orientate her to theological study and discerning a 
vocation as priest. Katherine found herself studying at St 
Mark’s alongside her mother Helen Rainger, which was 
an unexpected blessing. Katherine serves God in our 

Diocese as the Senior Chaplain at Radford College, and 
also seeks to draw her passion for culture and film into 
conversation with theology. 

Rev. Joy Harris started her ministry as a lay person in 
Canberra and Goulburn, before becoming ordained and 
serving both here and in other Dioceses. Joy reflected 
on the privileges and difficulties of ministering as a 
woman; in particular she drew out in the conversation 
the sense that women have often been asked to take on 
part-time or unviable roles and what this can do to your 
self-confidence and self-worth. Joy shared how blessed 
she had been by her husband taking on the role of the 
clergy spouse and supporting her in her vocation. She 
is currently the Rector of Crookwell and Taralga, and 
while enjoying what Christ has called her to, also living 
with the tension of two part-time ministry positions (in 
particular living in Crookwell, but not in Taralga) and 
needing to ensure she pastors both adequately in the 
time available.

The conversation was particularly poignant in light 
of the motion (NM5) passed at Synod asking Bishop 
in Council to investigate the decline in the number 
of women serving as Rectors of Ministry Units across 
the Diocese and in senior leadership. The Diocese of 
Canberra and Goulburn continues to be committed to 
ordaining both women and men into Christ honouring 
mission and ministry. In order to assist in encouraging 
women in particular to enter theological study at 
St Mark’s, Bishop Mark will be offering a $5,000 
scholarship in 2024, with a view to making more 
available should there be the demand.

St Mark’s National Theological Centre is committed 
to training both women and men for ministry and 
is also open to anyone who may want to expand 
their understanding of the Christian faith through 
study. If you are interested in exploring a vocation in 
ordained ministry, please contact Bishop Carol Wagner 

So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 
to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we 
all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13)

(carol.wagner@anglicancg.org.au).

mailto:carol.wagner%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
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The Forrest Centre Hospice  
Celebrates 5 years! 
Written by Helen Supple, Executive Assistant

The Forrest Centre has a long history of attending to 
the physical, spiritual and emotional needs of people in 
their final years, and its Palliative Care team does this 
exceptionally well. Dedicated to helping people achieve 
dignity and comfort as they approach the end of life, 
the team at The Forrest Centre Hospice helps local 
families navigate these deeply important times. 

Responding to the growing gap in palliative care in 
Wagga Wagga and surrounding areas, The Forrest 
Centre Hospice opened its doors on-site at Mary Potter 
Nursing home on 15 September 2018. Its creation was 
in large part thanks to the support and generosity of 
local donors who shared the same desire to do better 
for our community when it comes to Palliative Care.

Since that day, the Palliative Care team at the Hospice 
has assisted more than 120 residents and their families 
through their palliative care and end-of-life journey.

“The needs of our residents and their families are 
higher within the Hospice setting, with increased 
services and support essential to ensuring an 
individualised experience and quality, coordinated 
care from our team of health professionals,” Facility 
Manager Wendy Spokes explains. 

“Initially, the resident’s care team may only consist of 
their GP, family members, aged care nurses, pastoral 
care and support staff within the Hospice providing 
medical, social, emotional and practical support. Over 
time, this team can grow depending on changing needs 
and can include palliative care specialists, doctors, 
nurses, social workers and nutritionists. It’s about 
meeting the needs of each resident.”

Along with a tailored support team, the Hospice also 
provides the physical space for residents and families 
to live as comfortably as possible – from large and 
secure single rooms with private ensuite, to indoor and 
outdoor spaces for families to gather, a library room for 
quiet reading, church services, and social activities such 
as movies, gardening and concerts.

 “We encourage our Hospice residents to enjoy life 
by going on outings with their family and friends, 
celebrating special events, and sharing their life stories 
and memories.”

Hospice residents Lorraine Black and Fred Ovington 
both say The Forrest Centre Hospice feels like a home.

“Coming in here has removed all the stress from me,” 
Lorraine said. “The care is excellent and now there is no 
burden on my family, I can relax. I love it here. It is nicely 
maintained, and nothing is too much trouble. I feel it’s 
very important for Wagga Wagga to have facilities like 
these.”

“I would definitely recommend The Forrest Centre 
Hospice,” Fred said. “It has a very homely feel, and 
the staff add the personal touch by doing things 
like acknowledging birthdays. They really provide 
holistic care.”

Maintaining dignity & comfort 
in palliative care.

For more information on The Forrest Centre Hospice, 
visit www.forrestcentre.com.au/the-forrest-centre-
hospice or call (02) 6932 3011.

http://www.forrestcentre.com.au/the-forrest-centre-hospice
http://www.forrestcentre.com.au/the-forrest-centre-hospice
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Comfort. 
Love. 
Respect.

Local makes the world of difference.

Talk to us today 
02 6932 3011
forrestcentre.com.au

Celebrating five years of Hospice care.
The Forrest Centre Hospice provides 
expert care, respite and end-of-life  
care for people with life-limiting 
illness, and expert and compassionate  
guidance and support for their  
families. Our focus is helping all  
those in our care achieve dignity  
and comfort through this stage of life.

Located on-site at Mary Potter  
Nursing Home, Wagga Wagga,  
the Hospice provides:

•  10 large and secure single rooms 
with private ensuite 

•  Space for family or friends to stay 
overnight with their loved ones

•  Indoor and outdoor spaces for 
families to gather

•  High quality, around the clock care 
by specially trained palliative care 
nursing staff

•  Consulting rooms for visiting medical 
and allied health professionals 

•  Pastoral care and church services
•  Library and options for social activities

This week I found a letter half a century old. It was 
written to me when I was the Presbyterian Minister in 
Blayney, NSW, and had applied to enter the Anglican 
Church in this Diocese.

Bishop Cecil Warren had interviewed my wife and I 
and now wrote to invite me to prepare for Ordination. 
This event was in the context of the approaching vote 
on Church Union. I was very much in favour of Church 
Union but such a union for me should include the 
Anglican Church. Sadly, prejudice made such a union 
out of the question at the time, so I was led to the step I 
took. I have never regretted it.

Recently at a friendly dinner party I was invited to 
explain my move.

One of the most attractive features of the Church of 
England heritage which we have in Australia, is the 
Book of Common Prayer. I was in fact the last priest 
in this diocese ordained according to the 1662 ritual. 
I recall Bishop Warren commenting to me that there 
was a provisional revision of that service, but that there 
was still some doubt as to its legality, so I was priested 
according to the old form. The service took place in 
St John’s, Wagga Wagga.

One of the obligations laid upon me at that time was 
to continue to use the Prayer Book for the recitation of 
the Priest’s Offices. These days, of course, we use the 
modern Australian Prayer Book but it is very good that 
every day the Office is used. I know that sometimes 
priests tell me that they find this bit of a drag and omit 
or skip it. But the discipline is there.

When I was Rector of St Philip’s, O’Connor, Bishop David 
Garnsey and his wife were active members of my Parish 
and they attended every Sunday. His son George, had 
formerly been the Rector of the Parish before going to 
Morpeth. Whenever I visited them he used to get out 
his Prayer Book and we would finish our time together 
with the Office.

I wonder how many of the priests in this Diocese still 
use the Daily Office. Read a history of the Prayer Book 
and you will find that Cranmer simply took the ancient 
Roman Catholic words (in Latin) and adapted them 
to the reformed tradition. Saying the Office unites us 
to the Catholic tradition of the ages. Protestants who 
dropped this tradition have lost something. We should 
cherish it.

A Letter from the Past 
Written by Rev Robert Willson

http://www.forrestcentre.com.au
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As a sign of practical support, the Society purchased 
40 vouchers for $50 each from local nurseries and 
garden centres. These were then given to local churches 
to distribute to people who have not yet been able to 
re-establish their gardens.

The tour began at the Boomerang Meeting Place 
at Mogo. The fires came frighteningly close to the 
Meeting Place, destroying a house, a shipping container 
and plants in the garden, but the main building 
survived and provided support to many people after 
the fires. In a sign that good can come out of tragedy, 
the Meeting Place is now expanding as people from 
the area continue to seek practical, emotional and 
spiritual support. 

The next stop was the magnificent All Saints’ church at 
Bodalla which was dedicated in 1881 as a memorial to 
Thomas Sutcliffe Mort and Theresa Shepheard Mort. 
Thomas Mort was a devout man who established a 
“model dairy farm” at Bodalla. Over 500 people lived on 
the estate in the 1880s. 

About 50 km south of Bodalla is the small town of 
Cobargo which suffered enormous damage during 
the fires. Cobargo parish has three centres – Cobargo, 
Bermagui and Quaama. The churches at Cobargo and 
Bermagui survived the fires, but sadly St Saviour’s 
church in Quaama was completely destroyed. 

As the group photo of our members above shows, 
only the bell remains as a reminder of the church which 
stood on this site for over 110-years. St Saviour’s stood 
near the north-western entrance to Quaama and bore 
the full brunt of the fires. A resident in a neighbouring 
house said that if St Saviour’s had not been there to 
act as a buffer, his house and others in the street would 
almost certainly have been destroyed. In a poignant and 
powerful comment, he says that the church sacrificed 
itself for the good of the community. What a challenging 
reminder of the role of the church! 

Another resident has fashioned a small memorial to St 
Saviour’s, made from the debris remaining on his farm 
after the fires. The memorial is now displayed in Christ 
Church Cobargo. 

Despite the loss of the building, the church has not 
left Quaama, with monthly services now held in the 
community hall.

The final stop was Bega where members of the Society 
stayed overnight and attended the Sunday morning 
service at the beautiful St John’s church. During the 
service the final ten vouchers were presented to the 
Rector, Archdeacon Steve Clarke. These vouchers 
were purchased from Tulgeen Riverside Nursery which 
provides employment and training for people with 
disabilities in the local area. It is worth a visit! 

Anglican Historical Society 
Visits South Coast
Written by Charles Body, Anglican Historical Society 

Members of the Anglican Historical Society visited several 
south coast churches over the October 2023 Labour Day long 
weekend. The main purpose of the visit was to offer support 
to churches and communities which are still struggling to 
recover from the disastrous bushfires of 2019/20. 

It was a challenge organising a tour to parishes and 
communities which are still recovering from the 
bushfires and living in fear of another hot dry summer, 
but the offers of practical and prayerful support were 
gratefully received. We were certainly made to feel 
welcome wherever we went. 
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Written by Joan Eberle, Mother’s Union President & endorsed by Dr Monica Short, Mother’s Union Pattron

16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender-Based Violence: Global

Mothers’ Union supports the 16 Days of Activism campaign 
which runs from 25th November to 10th December. 
Throughout this campaign, Mothers’ Union joins with 
over 6000 organisations from over 185 countries to raise 
awareness of and call for an end to gender-based violence 
and abuse in all forms and in all societies. Gender-based 
violence is one of the most widespread violations of human 
rights. It can affect anyone at any time and it takes many 
forms. It can be part of a damaging cultural norm or hidden 
behind closed doors; it can be very difficult to ask for help.

In the UK, Mothers’ Union members offer practical support 
which includes providing essential items for refuges, training 
and support workshops on gender-based issues in schools 
and prisons as well as supporting the families of survivors to 
heal and rebuild important family bonds through its ‘Away 
From It All’ holidays. Mothers’ Union works in parnership 
with local domesic abuse organisations and parishes to 
raise awareness about the prevalence of all forms of abuse 
in our communities and give practical examples of how we 
can all be part of the change. We have practical actions that 
everyone can take to help.

In our own diocese of Canberra 
and Goulburn, Mothers’ Union 
has a Facebook page where a 
Bible reading and prayer is posted 
daily during the 16 days, from 25th 
November till 10th December. 

Please join us in praying for an end 
to violence and abuse in families:  
“No more 1 in 3”.
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Written by Archdeacon Jonathan Holt

The Exploratory Ministries Unit (EMU) has great 
hopes which we want to share with you, to 
encourage you, the whole Diocese, as we take heart 
in what God is doing amongst us.

The recently-formed EMU Council has been meeting 
since the start of this year, and we are busy with tasks 
of oversight and governance for our newly-emerging 
Exploratory Ministries.

The EMU was set up to provide accountability and 
pastoral care for ministries not yet ready for full 
Ministry Unit status. Our purpose is to support 
emerging ministries as they make Jesus’ love and 
truth known to the people of the Canberra and 
Goulburn Diocese.

We have some responsive and proactive work to do. 
Let’s start with the responsive work for the EMU. 

We have already added a new Exploratory Ministry, 
who have come under the care and oversight of 
the EMU: they are the one-year-old Jerrabomberra 
Community Church. And we have very recently 
added a second, new Exploratory Ministry, who 
have come under the care and oversight of the EMU: 
the Parliamentary Triangle Ministry.

How about the pro-active work of the EMU?  
Our Diocese is on about engaging a world of 
difference with the love and truth of Jesus, and 
the EMU is here to play our particular part in that. 
Every Ministry Unit or Agency will have its own 
unique way of being the patient and gracious witness 
God has called you to be. We at EMU are looking 
in two places to see how we can be part of God’s 
reconciling work in the world.

Firstly, the EMU are looking at a map of the Diocese 
to notice where population growth is happening. 
And then how the church of Jesus can be present 
with truth and love. Noticing coastal towns that are 
spreading out, regional hubs where new suburbs 
are springing up, and towns receiving the people 
escaping the cities.

Secondly, the EMU is looking at the resources, 
and resource gaps around our Diocese.  
Where do we already have building, for a school or 
early learning centre during the week, which could 
host an exploratory ministry? What resources do 
we already have to recruit and prepare ministry 
entrepreneurs in the Diocese? 

But we also need to have our radar up for the 
resource gaps – what’s missing in our Diocesan 
eco-system? We’ve got a wonderful and busy 
Anglicare and amazing, growing schools, we’ve got a 
rich variety of Ministry units and Chaplains – what’s 
missing that might move us toward stronger and 
regular explorations of possible ministries?

The EMU Council want you to take heart and 
be encouraged by what God is already doing 
amongst us. And we are excited to see what God is 
going to do, making Jesus’ truth and love known to 
the people of our Diocese.

Image source: www.jerra.church/

http://www.jerra.church
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More Information
For further information on all vacancies,  
visit our website under Positions Vacant.

Advertising Enquiries
For advertising enquiries, please contact the Editors 
at anglicannews@anglicancg.org.au 

Please note, we only advertise positions vacant and 
events within the Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn.

DIOCESAN
VACANCIES

Current Job Vacancies

• Youth Worker - ITC Queanbeyan

• Educational Leader Canberra 

• Early Childhood Educators Canberra

• Senior Manager Communications & Events Canberra

• Senior Manager Volunteers Canberra

• Safeguarding Lead Canberra

• Out of School Hours Care Educator Canberra

• Direct Support Worker Goulburn, Moruya, Orange, Canberra

• Case Manager - Permanency Support Program 

Moruya, Liverpool, Albury

SCAN THE QR CODE 

OR CLICK HERE 

TO LEARN MORE 

& APPLY TODAY!

www.anglicare.com.au/careers

Youth Minister

This is a really exciting opening within a terrific 
team to serve Jesus Christ, in a community that is 
seeking to honour our Saviour and to be a blessing 
to all we can.

Interested? Like to see if this might be right for 
your service of Christ? 

Ring the Senior Minister, Ian Powell on 
0410 609 552 or email blackpowell@gmail.com for 
a chat or more information.

A full description of this position, and details on 
how to apply, can be found here.

Webinar

February 7, 2024 - 5am

February 8, 2024 - 9pm

Register your attendance!

In February 2024, you are invited to a webinar to explore the 
Lambeth Call on Anglican Identity. It will look at questions like:

• What does it mean to be Anglican?
• How do Anglicans use scripture?
• How are we in communion through mission?
• How can we share life together through Companion links 

with other dioceses?

This webinar is open to all.  
It’s for bishops and spouses that 
attended the Lambeth Conference 
in 2022 and wider church groups 
that want to take the Lambeth Call 
forward in their setting. 

https://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/positions-vacant/
mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
http://www.anglicare.com.au/careers
mailto:blackpowell%40gmail.com?subject=
https://anglicancg.org.au/youth-minister-st-matthews-wanniassa/
https://www.lambethconference.org/phase-3/register-for-phase-3/
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Join Father Chris in
song and prayer this

festive season and 
experience a celebrated 

Anglican tradition at
A Service of Nine

Lessons and Carols. 

Sunday 26 November
6–7.30pm 
Chapel of the Annunciation (Senior School campus),
Chapel Drive, Deakin ACT

RSVP Now 
Admission is limited.
Scan QR code to RSVP.

A Service of
Nine Lessons and Carols 

https://events.humanitix.com/a-service-of-nine-lessons-and-carols-5qvi3vld?token=eyJhbGciOiJSUzI1NiIsImtpZCI6IjBkMGU4NmJkNjQ3NDBjYWQyNDc1NjI4ZGEyZWM0OTZkZjUyYWRiNWQiLCJ0eXAiOiJKV1QifQ..eTeSlYdpYQ8Mu4Fnd8KcGhBWMoOn4ge7gnUiVfsUKSarxMoAP2xLXcE06fRfHl4eV_rvBvcE7s7m6OPUYVQT5TLFwWiHbBJHLEZkEZL5Ky5OjtXGqTPYH8i9eCw7AezQ601QrRYb0AaBO25cYaZfE206tEhtiw2KBYkcE6VeNzIa7oZ4obeE1y_ryo9urQGc7Vq8HbAXuCIab86YBAX0I9SEaNZbV4Ily5rR9dqegfQJ3v_qzD_mQiL9MSN9GjApFXtLZPQabQVv443cJ36HZtl1170Qj98VQ82-n8x88q4DRv1Q6OxDQtRQdvA-djz-MEU1TZZeO-nrybE_W8QFGg

