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Letter from Bishop Mark
Even in a so-called merit-based society it can be 
hard not to make important decisions based on 
appearances. 

It is surely no coincidence that the average height 
of all US Presidents is 5cm greater than the height 
of the average US male in 2020. It is surely no 
coincidence either that university staff find it much 
harder to land work placements for students with 
Middle Eastern names. Nor is it mere coincidence 
that there are whole industries devoted to making 
you and me appear taller, younger, slimmer, less 
wrinkled and (sometimes) more hirsute.

In Mark’s Gospel Chapter Four Jesus tells a parable 
about the mustard seed. The mustard seed looks 
unimpressive. Indeed, Jesus calls it the smallest of 
all seeds. But it has within it the potential to grow 
into a shrub large enough to provide nesting space 
and shade for the birds of the air.

Jesus tells this parable to explain the nature of 
his kingdom. In the present it might appear small, 
unimpressive, unworthy of our attention, let alone 
our allegiance. But it has within it a dynamic, a 
power that will see it become a reality that will one 
day bring blessing to people from all nations and 
backgrounds who give their allegiance to its King.

So how do we live as people who see beyond 
appearances to embrace that reality?

Earlier this month Jurgen Moltmann, one of the 
great Christian thinkers of the 20th century, died at 
the age of 98. Born in Germany in 1926 he came 
of age amidst the turmoil of World War Two. 
He was conscripted into the German armed forces 
at the age of 16 and was on duty in Hamburg the 
night a bombing raid killed 40,000 people in the 
city. Later he was sent to the frontline and knowing 
the hopelessness of the Nazi cause surrendered 
himself to the first allied soldier he saw.

Between 1945 and 1948 he lived in a series of 
prisoner of war camps. It was there, when by all 
appearances life seemed to have reached a dead 
end, that he encountered the reality of a living 
hope in the God who raised Jesus Christ from 
the dead.

In his book ‘The Church in the Power of the Spirit’, 
Moltmann argues that Christians are invited to 
what he calls a messianic way of life, through 
which we demonstrate our allegiance to King Jesus 
and our trust in His coming kingdom.

Such a way of life has two dimensions – prayer 
and action. Prayer is a way to move beyond 
appearances. It draws us away from the world 
of image and re-orients us to life with God, 
who cannot be seen. It reminds us of the 
deeper realities – the Fatherhood of God, the 
pervasiveness of evil, our need for forgiveness.

Action, particularly action that is directed towards 
the well-being of others, likewise pushes us 
beyond the superficial. It summons us to meet 
people as they really are – vulnerable, hungry, 
simultaneously estranged from God and seeking 
the gifts only God can provide. It leads us to reveal 
who we are, not just what we might appear to be.

May God help us to look beyond appearances. 

With prayers and blessings,

Bishop Mark Short

Image source: Robert Zünd, public domain, 
Wikimedia Commons
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Reverend Gavin Krebs 
appointed as Dean of  
St Saviour’s Cathedral 

Born and raised in Moree, Gavin’s spiritual 
journey began at a young age, leading 
him to become a Christian and actively 
participate in ISCF and youth group 
activities. His passion for service was 
further nurtured through his academic 
pursuits at UNE (Armidale), where he 
studied science and met his wife, Anna. 
Gavin and his wife, Anna, married since 
1992, are proud parents of three adult 
children who currently reside in Sydney.

After completing his Honours in 
neurophysiology and working as a research 
assistant at UNE, Gavin transitioned into 
the field of pharmacy, studying at the 
University of Queensland. He then served 
as a community pharmacist for 18 years 
in the communities of Ipswich, Mudgee, 
Bathurst, and Goulburn, demonstrating his 
dedication to healthcare and community 
service, and learning the value of seeing 
everyone as a child of God.

In 2012, Gavin felt a calling to the ordained ministry. Consequently, 
he embarked on a Master of Theological Studies at Trinity College 
Theological School (Melbourne), completing his studies in 2019. 
His commitment to his faith led him to be ordained as a deacon in 
February 2018 and as a priest in November (pictured) that same 
year at St Saviour’s Cathedral. As a deacon he served in the parishes 
of St Nicholas’ North Goulburn and St Saviour’s Cathedral.

During 2019 and 2020, he served as the Assistant Priest in the 
Anglican Parish of Wagga Wagga, where he undertook general 
parish duties and served as the Anglican chaplain to The Forrest 
Centre. He also provided pastoral care to the staff and parents of 
The Riverina Anglican College as their community chaplain.

From 2021 to June 2024, Gavin has served as the Rector of Saint 
Alban’s Anglican Church Woden. This is a role he has loved as he 
worked, worshipped and led the good people of that congregation. 

In his new role as the Dean of St Saviour’s Cathedral. Goulburn, 
Gavin is looking forward to working with Bishop Mark, St Saviour’s 
Cathedral Chapter, and the Cathedral Parish Council to grow the 
Cathedral further as the spiritual heart of the diocese and of the 
city of Goulburn. He is committed to building on the foundations 
put in place by the many people who have worked hard to make 
the Cathedral what it is today. As he continues his spiritual journey, 
Gavin is dedicated to serving the Cathedral community, the city of 
Goulburn and the wider Anglican diocese through fostering a sense 
of Jesus’ love, grace, acceptance and inclusivity for all people.

Gavin will be installed and inducted as the Eighth Dean of 
The Cathedral Church of St Saviour, Goulburn, on Tuesday 2 
of July 2024 at a service of Evensong beginning at 4.00pm. 

The Anglican Diocese of Canberra-Goulburn is 
pleased to announce the appointment of the 
Reverend Gavin Krebs as its new Dean. He brings 
with him a wealth of experience in a number of 
forms of Anglican worship, ranging from the formal 
to the free flowing.

Pictured: Reverend Gavin Krebs and Bishop Trevor Edwards - November 2018 
Ordinations at St Saviour’s Cathedral, Goulburn.
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Director’s 
Commissioning

It is in this context that Embracing Ministries emerged some 
ten years ago. Our mission is to come alongside young people 
with disability, their families and careers, providing practical and 
spiritual care. Our particular focus is on younger people, while 
recognising that disability affects all members of the family: 
parents, siblings and careers. 

For the last ten years, the face of Embracing Ministries has been 
the Reverend Andrea de Vaal Horciu. Andrea was called back to 
the UK and is now ministering in Wales. The Board has selected 
Dr Kia (pronounced Kiah) Wallwork as its new Director. The Board 
is excited about her appointment which brings skills of strategy 
development, improvement implementation, and operational 
management. She has a First-Class Honours degree from Flinders 
University majoring in Chemistry followed by a PhD in the same 
field. In 2023, Kia completed a Masters in Theological Studies at 
the Sydney Missionary and Bible College. Bishop Mark licensed 
Kia to the role as Director of Embracing Ministries in April, and her 
commissioning by Bishop Carol Wagner took place on Monday 
20th May at Gungahlin Anglican Church (pictured). 

The Board are looking forward to the new directions Kia will lead 
Embracing Ministries in as she grows in her chaplaincy skills and 
applies her passion for sharing the love of Jesus – in word and 
deed - across the Diocese. 

By Clive Rodger, Embracing Ministries Board Chair

What does the future of  
Embracing Ministries hold? 

To kick-off this new season, the Board 
undertook a strategic planning session 
on Saturday 1st June at ThinkPlace, 
facilitated by John Body. Although the 
detail is yet to be defined, increasingly 
we hope to replicate the wonderful 
work done by Andrea in an ever-
expanding number of parishes by 
providing on-site support, training, 
resources, and upskilling. In this way 
there is scalability in our mission and its 
impact multiplied many times. 

It is timely that we can provide this 
support, following the release of the 
latest National Church Life Survey. 
The report on disability indicates that 
13% of church goers have a disability 
themselves, with another 23% stating 
they have a close family member with 
a disability. Many churches provide 
physical facilities but only 20% report 
they provide an active culture of 
inclusion. Embracing Ministries has 
a vision to empower churches to be 
places of inclusion and welcome. We 
also pray and work towards Churches 
being places where those with 
disability are part of a diverse Christian 
community, and everyone is provided 
with opportunity for worship and 
discipleship. 

Over 4 million Australians live with a disability; that’s 
around 18% of Australians. Just 650,000 people 
receive NDIS support. Despite the prevalence of 
disability, and its impact on all spheres of society, 
either directly or indirectly, the church has not always 
directed its focus to people with disability. 
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Hope25 Vision Video

The website now has a version of the Hope25 vision 
video that does not assume Pentecost Sunday - so it can 
be used to share the vision of Hope25 on any Sunday or 
you can share via your church social media.

Hope25 Resources

The Hope25 resources page equips you to effectively 
share the timeless message of hope with those around 
you, whether you’re seeking sermon materials, 
engaging activities, or ways to foster meaningful 
connections. 

Parish Resources Launch

On May 19, 2024 many parishes launched Hope25 and 
shared the vision using the Parish Resources page.

All parishes that have yet to share the vision could 
choose any Sunday and play the video (on the home 
page of the website) to do a local launch of Hope25. 

We hope each parish or congregation will form a 
Hope25 team to pray and plan for next year.  
Please ensure that everyone in your working group 
is subscribed to the mailing list. The Hope25 monthly 
email will be an uplifting way to receive step-by-step 
guidance and updates on best practices and diverse 
opportunities to share the hope we have in Jesus.

A double sided A5 flyer is also available on the Parish 
Resources page to be used as a newsletter insert.  
This is written with church attendees involved to get 
them praying and interested in being involved in a 
parish Hope25 team. This will be especially useful in 
parishes that are unable to play the video.

A short slide presentation for church services are also 
provided on the page, which can be used in church 
notices to give the vision for Hope25.

Staying up-to-date with Hope25

https://www.hope25.com.au/resources/
https://www.hope25.com.au/parish-resources-launch/
https://mailchi.mp/a897bb7266f9/hope25-mailing-list
https://www.hope25.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Hope25-A5-Flyer-for-Anglican-Parishes.pdf
https://www.hope25.com.au/
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Hope25 at the Canberra-Goulburn May  
Clergy Conference

Rev Jonathan Holt, Rector of Lanyon Valley Anglican 
Church, shares this update on Hope25 from the recent 
Canberra-Goulburn clergy conference:

The Canberra-Goulburn Clergy Conference for 2024 
was built around our preparation for Hope25.  
Over the few days away together we heard from 
Julie-anne Laird about the prayer and preparation 
that go hand-in-hand, for followers of Jesus.  
Julie-anne mentioned her RIPPLE EFFECT course.  
We also heard from Tracey Matthews about 
the cultural shifts, especially among younger 
generations, to think about the opportunities we 
have to bring a message of hope. Watching the 
National Church Life Survey Video prepared for the 
Mission and Ministry Commission of General Synod, 
to consider how our individual ministry settings 
might shape the particular approach we take in 
sharing hope.

We had Bible Studies from Luke 24, from a number of 
our chaplains, illuminating the hope that flows from 
the resurrection of Christ Jesus, and the propelling 
power of receiving this news. A Hope25 team for 
our Diocese was begun when the call was put out to 
have a representative from each Archdeaconry serve 
together to encourage our whole Diocese to get 
engaged with this opportunity.

Clergy Moves
	† The Venerable Vanessa Bennett will be 

consecrated as Bishop in the Church of God 
to serve as Assistant Bishop on Saturday 
24 August at 11.00am in the The Cathedral 
Church of St Saviour, Goulburn.

	† The Reverend Luke Collings was licensed as 
Area Dean of Goulburn and the Southern 
Tablelands on 9 April 2024.

	† The Reverend Vicki Hancock was licensed 
as Pastoral Care Coordinator, Forrest Centre 
and Assistant Priest, Wagga Wagga, effective 
13 May 2024.

	† The Reverend Gavin Krebs has resigned as 
Rector of Woden from 23 June 2024, to take 
up the role as eighth Dean of the Cathedral, 
and will be installed and inducted on Tuesday 
2 of July 2024 at a service of Evensong 
beginning at 4.00pm. Dress is Alb & Red Stole, 
Copes for Deans, Archdeacons and Bishops.

	† The Reverend Andrew Lubbock was licensed 
as Locum Rector, Wanniassa Parish, from 
20 May 2024 to 4 August.

	† The Reverend Tracey Matthews was licensed 
as Locum Rector, Kaleen-Giralang-Lawson 
Parish (part time), effective 6 May 2024 until 
the appointment of a new Rector.

	† The Reverend Craig Rogers  was licensed as 
Area Dean of Wagga Wagga and the South 
West on effective from 18 December 2023.

	† The Reverend Colin Rush 60th Anniversary of 
Ordination as a Priest: Thursday, 25 July, is the 
Feast of St James, and the 60th Anniversary 
of Colin’s Ordination as Priest. There will be 
a celebration of both occasions with the staff 
and parishioners of St Johns Wagga Wagga 
with a Eucharist at 5pm on that day followed 
by finger food and drinks. All welcome.

https://www.hope25.com.au/2024/03/08/ncls-research-on-the-anglican-church-the-australian-community-and-evangelism/
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This new ministry has, with God’s help, two main aims.

First, to grow non-partisan ministry amongst our 
elected officials, staff, journalists, and others who 
serve in Parliament House. The recently commissioned 
Chaplain, Mr Leon Hribar, says “The Chaplain is there 
for all, regardless of party, ideology or denomination. 
Pastoral Care in this uniquely demanding workplace is 
much appreciated - including requests for prayer, ethics 
seminars and personal encouragement to be a faithful 
witness to Jesus’ love.” 

This includes chairing the Australian National Prayer 
Breakfast Organising Committee, which enables 
thousands of believers across Australia to come 
together annually to pray for our nation and her 
leaders. This is powerful testimony to the breaking 
down of barriers by the Gospel, and a great opportunity 
for believers to engage with their friends, colleagues 
and community leaders on all sides of politics.

Second, to welcome, support and connect new workers 
arriving in the Parliamentary Triangle. Canberra, and 
particularly the Parliamentary Triangle, is a high-
turnover place.  

Christian workers often find it difficult to connect with 
other believers and enjoy support from those who 
have gone before them. The Ministry aims to care 
for workers in collaboration with various churches, 
workplace groups, and other organisations as an 
expression of Eph 4:16 – “From [Christ] the whole 
body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each 
part does its work.” Early examples include organising 
a New Workers Welcome in partnership with St Marks 
National Theological Centre, and hosting a Senior 
Leaders Forum focussing on dealing with challenges 
Christian leaders face in contemporary Australia.

This innovative ministry is supported by the Diocese 
as an Exploratory Ministry, a new way our Diocese is 
growing new ministries that fit outside the classical 
Parish structure. The Ministry is funded via donations, 
with the Diocese providing financial and regulatory 
oversight.

Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to 
partner with this ministry. To learn more about this 
ministry, including whether you would like to explore 
supporting it in prayer or financially, feel free to contact 
Leon (Leon.Hribar@aph.gov.au).

Parliamentary 
Triangle 
Ministry

By Patrick Fazzone

Pictured: Parliamentary Christian Fellowship Co-Chairs, Mr David Smith MP and Senator Matt O’Sullivan with Chaplain Leon Hribar.

For the first time since 2005, when Rev Peter Rose commenced in the new part-time 
honorary role of Chaplain to the Parliamentary Christian Fellowship, we have begun 
supporting a full-time Chaplain in Parliament House, Canberra.

mailto:Leon.Hribar%40aph.gov.au?subject=
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Pictured: Some ‘Play n Chatters’ with the rector at the new fence.

Family-friendly fencing 
Boosts Ministry at Weston

A new fence has transformed the lawns at St Peter’s 
Weston into a safe play space for active kids.

The fence, installed in May, borders the church car 
park and two sets of stairs leading down to busy 
Parkinson St.

“We think it will really unlock the potential of a 
relatively large section of our site, which was previously 
limited for ministry use,” said the Rev’d Nick Colyer, 
rector of Weston Molonglo Parish.

Already, the church’s playgroup, Play n Chat, has 
enjoyed time on the grass.

Margaret Barker, who attends Play n Chat each week 
with her grand-daughter, said, “It’s wonderful to have 
the fence. It makes it much safer for children.”

The church also held its monthly barbecue lunch 
outside in the sunshine. “It was a lovely afternoon. 
The kids kicked balls and played badminton, while the 
parents relaxed and chatted,” said Rev’d Colyer.

Rev’d Colyer said the church was grateful to receive 
a $15,000 grant from the Pelican Foundation, which 
funded just over half of the total cost.

Members of St Peter’s contributed the rest through a 
one-off gift appeal.

“Our members really got behind it. But without the 
Pelican Foundation’s help we doubt we would have 
been able to pull it off,” said Rev’d Colyer.

The fence had been on the parish agenda for a while, as 
the church looks to improve its infrastructure to better 
reach young families.

“As empty-nesters downsize lots of families are moving 
into Weston Creek, in addition to the families moving 
into new homes in the Molonglo Valley. We want to 
have a site that helps us to reach out with the gospel to 
that demographic.”

As well as starting Play n Chat two years ago, St Peter’s 
has also held a primary school kids’ holiday club, and an 
annual “Carols on the Lawn” event at Christmas.

“Having the fence increases our ability to do those kinds 
of ministries well,” Rev’d Colyer said.
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50th anniversary of the 
Philadelphia Eleven
By Dr Elaine Lindsay, President of Movement for the Ordination of 
Women Australia Ltd

The Rev’d Alison Cheek, 29 July 1974 and the day that changed the Anglican Church.

On 29 July 1974, 
Adelaide-born 
Alison Cheek made 
history as one of 
the Philadelphia 
Eleven, the first 
women to be 
priested in the 
Episcopal Church. 
The ordinations, 
carried out by 

three retired bishops, were controversial, as the 
General Conventions of the Episcopal Church had voted 
against women’s ordination as priests in 1970 and 
1973. Nevertheless, it was this service at the Church 
of the Advocate that opened the way for women’s full 
participation in our churches. 

The Rev’d Alison Cheek made history again on 
10 November 1974 as the first woman to publicly 
celebrate the Eucharist in an Episcopal church, despite 
having been previously prohibited by the local bishop. 

It wasn’t until 1976 that the General Convention barred 
discrimination on the grounds of gender, with the first 
woman canonically ordained in January 1977.  
The Philadelphia Eleven were subsequently  
‘regularised’ by their individual diocesan bishops. 

The Episcopal Church is celebrating the 50th anniversary 
of the Philadelphia Eleven across the US —  
the Movement for the Ordination of Women urges 
Australian dioceses to recognise and honour Alison 
Cheek’s pioneering role in Church reform as well as her 
lifelong pastoral ministry as a deacon, priest, counsellor, 
educator, and activist on behalf of the gay movement, 
the black movement, and women living in poverty. 

Alison grew up in Adelaide, studied at the 
University of Adelaide, and moved to the United States 
when her husband was hired by the World Bank 
in Washington DC. Together, she and Bruce raised 
four children.  

Alison served as a lay minister and leader, graduated 
with a Master of Divinity from the Virginia Theological 
Seminary in 1969 and, with the encouragement of her 
rector, entered the ordination process in the Diocese of 
Virginia. She was ordained deacon in January 1972 and 
worked with other women and supporters to persuade 
the Episcopal Church to ordain women as priests.

Alison continued her ministry in the United States 
after her husband died in 1977. In 1989 she was hired 
as the Director of Liberation Studies by the Episcopal 
Divinity School and was awarded a D.Min. degree in 
1990. She was a frequent visitor to Australia, where 
she gave heart to those of us fighting for women’s 
ordination. She was loved and respected by many in 
the Movement for the Ordination of Women (MOW), 
participating in our public demonstrations, cheering 
us when our spirits flagged, and modelling for us the 
reality of women priests.

Alison retired in 2013; she died at her home in 
North Carolina on 1 September 2019. 

To facilitate celebration of the Rev’d Alison Cheek and 
the 50th anniversary of the Philadelphia Eleven on 
29 July 2024, MOW has posted an expanded version of 
this press release and links to a range of resources at 
www.mowatch.com.au/the-revd-alison-cheek-29-july-
1974-and-the-day-that-changed-the-anglican-church/. 

Your attention is drawn to a feature-length 
documentary, The Philadelphia Eleven, released in 
2023 and being screened around the US. It would be 
wonderful if Australian dioceses could host community 
screenings in churches and halls  
(www.philadelphiaelevenfilm.com). 

Alison Cheek in Sydney, 2011

MOVEMENT FOR THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN

bringing change and understanding

http://www.mowatch.com.au/the-revd-alison-cheek-29-july-1974-and-the-day-that-changed-the-anglican-church/
http://www.mowatch.com.au/the-revd-alison-cheek-29-july-1974-and-the-day-that-changed-the-anglican-church/
http://www.philadelphiaelevenfilm.com
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Images and captions supplied by Sapphire Coast Anglican College.

Costa 
Visits 
Sapphire 
Coast 
Anglican 
College

Costa directs the Green Team in how to plant out the Hospo Garden with some 
amazing herbs!

Costa in our Moo and Two Cafe, preparing for the GREAT PUMPKIN FRITTER BBQ-OFF!!! And what a lot of pumpkins!
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Diocese of Jos Update

First of all, thank you for your 
prayers for a safe and productive 
visit to the Diocese of Jos 8-16 May, 
wonderfully answered on both 
scores! Actually, our Lord has a 
great sense of humour in how he 
answers prayer sometimes. On 15 
May on my way back from Jos to 
the Nigerian capital of Abuja, while 
driving through one area affected 
by violence over the last six months, 
we were flagged off the road by a 
security detachment with sirens and 
flashing lights. As two police utes, 
two black SUVs with fully-kitted 
Army soldiers, one SUV with black-
suited officials, and one ambulance 
(!!) went flying past, my diocesan 
colleague Ven. Mark Mukan saw 
his opportunity, pulling out and 
attaching ourselves to the tail of this 
security convoy. And so it was that 
we had the full security escort of the 
Governor of Plateau State in front 
of us, clearing the road of trucks, 
cars, goats, cattle, security road-
block hold-ups, and certainly any 
evil-workers, for the next 30kms. 
Even if the price – maintaining the 
security escort’s steady 80-110kmh 
over some pretty ordinary Nigerian 
2-lane roads – was more prayer by 
us (!!), our prayers for safety had 
been answered in spades! 

The visit underlined just how vital 
the three “legs” of our Diocesan 
mission partnership are in meeting 
needs of our sisters and brothers 
in Jos Diocese there in northeast 
Nigeria. This, and the next two 
“Jos Jottings”, will report on each 
of these three assistance “strands”, 
starting this month with our 
emergency relief project.

By Reverend Canon Patrick Cole

“For I was hungry, and you gave me food; I was thirsty, and you gave me something to 
drink; I was a stranger and you welcomed me; I was naked and you gave me clothing; 
I was sick, and you took care of me.” (Matt. 25:35-36)

The Security Situation and  
Internally-Displaced Persons (IDP’s)
I have reported previously on a series of coordinated attacks by Fulani 
Islamic tribesmen in May 2023, Christmas 2023, and mid-April 2024, 
targetting predominantly Christian villages in three Local Government 
Areas (LGA’s) in southern Plateau State (Barakin Ladi, Bokkos and Mangu). 
So one of my visit priorities was to meet with villagers from those 
communities, hear their stories and get a feel for how our assistance was 
meeting and could meet their needs. Thus on 14 May I visited an IDP camp 
in a government girls’ school in Mangu township, and was confronted 
with the realities of life for traumatised, shattered, displaced and destitute 
rural communities. 

During my visit to Nigeria, on 9 May Amnesty International Nigeria released 
its own report on the killings from December 2023 to February 2024. 
Working from field visits and interviews, they calculated that 1,336 people 
were killed just in these three Plateau State LGA’s between December 2023 
and February 2024 (533 women, 263 children and 540 men), way higher 
than the 300-600 estimated at the time. Apparently working on the basis 
of those initially sheltering in formal and informal IDP camps, Amnesty said 
that in just these three LGA’s the December/February violence alone had 
displaced 29,554 women and children from their homes.

Mangu IDP Camp 
It was a privilege to meet with Martha, the elected IDP camp leader, and 
widowed mother of 4 daughters, from Changal village (about 20kms due 

south of Mangu town). She spoke of the 
Mangu camp (one of two in the town) 
having originally housed 8,000 IDP’s, 
now down to 200. This resulting from the 
Federal Government lack of relief support, 
part of its policy of encouraging/forcing 
IDP’s to find accommodation with local 
residents/friends/faith communities, or to 
return to their villages. Those remaining 
in the camp were essentially those unable 

to find local accommodation and totally unable to return to their villages. 
They live 50 per room in 4 former school classrooms, divided male/female 
(an arrangement possible only because none had any significant personal 
belongings saved from the attacks, see picture on the following page of one 
of the two women-and-girls bedrooms). Martha and Ayuba Nbaya, the camp 
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security coordinator, said there were 
originally 60,000 IDP’s in the Mangu/
Bokkos/Barakin Ladi LGA’s after the 
Christmas attacks (broadly consistent 
with Amnesty’s figure of 29,000 
displaced women and children). Most of 
those are now living with extended 
families locally or elsewhere in Plateau 
State. None of those still in the camp 

are able to return to their villages (Changal, Kombili, Kantoma, San-Jak 
and Baura village heads were present). Like other attacked villages, Fulani 
tribesmen from more remote northern areas reportedly moved in after the 
attacks and had occupied the villages and remaining structures. Indeed, 
these non-local Fulani occupiers were now reportedly seeking land title 
to the occupied properties on the basis of their “abandonment”. And any 
resettlement would require a large-scale Nigerian Army operation to clear 
the invading squatters and protect the indigenous land-owning villagers 
in returning and re-establishing their homes and their farms. Although 
the Plateau State Governor – himself from Mangu town – is pressing 
for this, there is no sign of the required political will or resources yet at 
Federal level.

In the meantime, for thousands of IDP’s living in the community or in 
designated camps, basic supplies (food, basic pharmaceuticals, mosquito 
netting, bedding) are critically short, and hygienic toilet, washing and 
cooking and basic improvised primary school facilities for IDP children 
(run by volunteers) are woefully inadequate (see pictures). Men and 
women are exposed to exploitation, as they are forced to seek day labour 
close to Mangu. And economic hardship exposes especially women and 
girls to sexual exploitation to survive. Many IDP’s living locally are still 
recovering from deep trauma as well as significant bullet and machete 
wounds and burns which need medical treatment at costs they cannot 
afford to meet. Your tax-deductible donations are, and will be, used to 
meet these immediate needs for basic supplies, medical treatment, trauma 
counselling, and improved facilities at IDP camps, as well as re-building 
village communities where possible. 

As we separately press the Nigerian Government for resolute action, long-
term justice and re-settlement, may our hearts respond generously to the 
Lord Jesus’s call to provide for the needs of these desperately-affected 
displaced Christian communities. That includes those in camps still or those 
camping out locally with relatives or friends, and trying to rebuild their 
lives and communities. As the end of the financial year approaches, let’s 
remember their hunger, thirst, sicknesses, lack of clothing and possessions, 
and reach out under our partnership’s emergency relief program, so that 
the Lord says to us one day “you took care of me!”

For Prayer
	† Pray for Martha and all those 

driven out of their villages, 
notably those displaced in 
December 2023 –February 
2024 in Barakin Ladi, 
Bokkos and Mangu LGA’s, 
and especially those still in 
IDP camps.

	† Please pray also for 
increasingly effective 
government protection of 
rural communities in Plateau 
State by the Nigerian Army 
and police, and an effective 
government resettlement and 
community justice program.

	† Please keep praying for 
extraordinary energy and 
protection for individual 
Christian churches and Jos 
Diocese relief workers meeting 
the needs of thousands 
of IDP’s scattered through 
Plateau State.

	† Please pray for a generous 
Australian response to our 
sisters and brothers in such 
dire need.

To make a tax-deductible 
donation to Diocesan 
partnership projects for 
training at the Christian 
Institute, or to support our 
persecuted fellow-Christians 
in Plateau State in Nigeria, or 
ministry to “at risk” children”, 
go to https://anglicanaid.
org.au/locations/Nigeria 
and select the project of 
your preference. To book 
a presentation on the 
situation in Nigeria and our 
partnership with Jos Diocese 
for your church, school or 
fellowship group, contact 
Rev Canon Patrick Cole on 
pandncole@bigpond.com.

https://anglicanaid.org.au/locations/Nigeria 
https://anglicanaid.org.au/locations/Nigeria 
mailto:pandncole%40bigpond.com?subject=
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St Mark’s 2024-25 Prospectus is now available

For a detailed overview of all our courses in theology, ministry, 
pastoral care, pastoral counselling, and professional supervision. 
Come in and grab a physical copy, or click the button below to 
view the prospectus online. 

Women, the Bible, and the freedom of God 

In April we continued our series of public lectures and 
discussions of women in ministry. Faculty members Dr Amy 
Erickson and Dr Michael Gladwin presented talks on interpreting 
the biblical passages, and the Graeco-Roman historical context 
of the first century. The evening was enhanced by a superb 
two-course dinner organised by our Library Manager and events 
guru, Lauren Pickering.

Click here for our Youtube channel to watch both talks and the 
fascinating Q&A discussion that followed.

Stan Grant’s PhD graduation and Sorensen Lecture 

Late last year one of our most recent PhD graduates, the well-
known journalist and author Stan Grant, was invited to present 
the prestigious Sorensen Lecture in theology at Yale University. 
He is pictured here with St Mark’s lecturer (and his PhD 
supervisor), Rev. Dr Geoff Broughton, and Yale University 
theologian, Miroslav Volf. 

You can read the full story here. 

Read the 2024-25 Prospectus here

What has been happening at St Mark’s?

https://stmarks.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d69787322233f79ea22e2f597&id=f57651c596&e=180dff9c59
https://stmarks.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d69787322233f79ea22e2f597&id=3ae57fc14a&e=180dff9c59
https://stmarks.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/St-Marks-Prospectus-2024-25-Final-WEB.pdf
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Doing theology on country: intensive in Central Australia

Don’t miss the opportunity to do theology on Australian Aboriginal 
countries this July. Join the Rev. Dr Geoff Broughton and Christian 
Arrernte elders on East Arrernte Country as they host a 7-day 
intensive in Central Australia (for the subject Doing Theology on 
Aboriginal Land, TH362/532).

Open to members of the public as well as students for subject credit.

St Mark’s Audit - study without assessments

Experience our high-quality theological education without 
completing any assessments. Also ideal for those who want to put 
a toe in the water before diving into one of our courses. We are 
offering St Mark’s Audit at a low price of only $350 per semester-
long subject.

Choose from the following subjects in semester two: 
•	 Theological Ethics (THL326/493): Mondays, 5.30pm–7.30pm 

(with breaks)
•	 European Reformation History (THL132/419): Thursdays, 

9am–12.30pm (with breaks)

Enrolments close 1 July (classes start the week of 8 July).

Register here (scroll to bottom of page for rego form). For more 
information, email us at admin@csu.edu.au.

Film and Theology Night - Corpus Christi 

On Thursday 16 May we kicked off the first of our popular film and 
theology nights for the year. We watched a fascinating and thought-
provoking Polish film, Corpus Christi (2019), which tells the story of an 
ex-con who pretends to be a priest in a Polish village. The discussion 
afterwards was wide-ranging and engaging as we grappled with 
themes of redemption, sacrifice, and what a genuine priesthood of all 
believers might look like in our contexts. Keep an eye out for our next 
film and theology night (we run several over the year) in subsequent 
e-newsletters or on our website.

Certificate of Occupancy and Use for St Mark’s  
Solar installation 

Last January our Facilities Coordinator, Julia Bell, finished the task of 
installing solar panels that was originally started in 2019. Due to the 
new roof installation after the catastrophic hail damage in January 
2020, the solar installation didn’t start up again until September 2020. 

The installation was recently awarded a Certificate of Occupancy 
and Use by an ACT Certifier. A celebration morning tea was held with 
Andrew Bell, Sustainable Business ACT Government (pictured).

For registration or more info, email: gbroughton@csu.edu.au

Upcoming Events & Study Opportunities

https://stmarks.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d69787322233f79ea22e2f597&id=b3583fbe9d&e=180dff9c59
mailto:admin%40csu.edu.au?subject=
mailto:gbroughton%40csu.edu.au?subject=
mailto:gbroughton%40csu.edu.au?subject=
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Your donation before  
30 June helps people in 

crisis to hope, heal & thrive

Visit www.anglicare.com.au
or call 1800 18 77 68

Help those in crisis through
Anglicare’s Tax Time Appeal 

The circumstances that bring people to Anglicare’s 
emergency relief services are unique to each individual 
and family. What is common, however, is that they often 
come to Anglicare when they have nowhere else to turn. 

Sarah Jane* came to Anglicare after years of physical, 
verbal and financial abuse, which caused her to fear for 
the safety of her young daughter. 

Accustomed to assisting those in crisis, the Anglicare 
team responded immediately to Sarah Jane’s situation, 
providing her and her daughter with food, essentials and 
emotional support. Soon after, the mother and daughter 
were secured a place in an Anglicare-run domestic 
violence refuge. 

Sarah Jane spoke thankfully about Judie, her Anglicare 
Case Manager, saying: “Judie was just amazing. You need 
a home and security for your child, and I had no idea 
what to do and where to start. Judie gave me guidance, 
helped me with the mountains of essential paperwork 
and referred us to a counselling service.” 

While some of Anglicare’s services, including their 
domestic violence refuges, receive government funding, 
the majority of their crisis response relies entirely 
on donations. 

Over the past five years, increases in food, housing and 
energy costs have disproportionately impacted those 
on low incomes and those who rely on government 
support. The resulting demand in the community is 
causing emergency relief services like Anglicare’s to be 
continuously overwhelmed. 

Throughout June, Anglicare is running a Tax Time Appeal 
to raise funds to support their services—so they can 
continue to be a place where people in crisis, like Sarah 
Jane, can turn. Your donation, before 30 June, allows 
Anglicare to continue to respond to those in need.  
To make a difference today, please visit their website, 
www.anglicare.com.au, or contact them at 02 6245 7100 
or by email at: supporters@anglicare.com.au 

*Name has been changed and stock photos used to 
protect identities.

By Anglicare NSW South, West & ACT

http://www.anglicare.com.au
mailto:supporters%40anglicare.com.au%20%20?subject=
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Jesus, The Teacher

In the Preface of an old biography of Alexander Cruden, 
an 18th century scholar famous for compiling a 
Concordance to the Bible, we are told that Mr Cruden 
had planned to study for the sacred ministry.  
However, a serious illness, which for a time left him 
insane, led him to take up school teaching. This was 
hardly a good advertisement for teaching!

Many years ago we welcomed Professor Sam Ball, head 
of the Education Dept at Sydney University, to the Girls 
Grammar School as our guest for Speech Day.

He reminded us of the great example of Jesus as the 
Teacher in the Beatitudes in Matthew, Chapter 5.

Jesus led his disciples up a high mountain and sat down 
to teach them. We call his teaching “The Beatitudes” 
and we all know it.

He taught them:

“Blessed are the poor in spirit....” 
“Blessed are the meek...” and so on.

Imagine, said Professor Ball, that this was a modern 
class room. After the lesson the discussion might 
follow these lines:

Peter said: “Are we supposed to learn this by heart?”

Andrew said: “Do we have to write this down?”

James asked: “Is this going to be in the next test?”

Philip complained: “I have no paper and my pen has 
run out”

John said: “It ‘s not fair! The other class did not have to 
learn all this !”

And the listening Pharisees asked Jesus: “Do you 
have an approved lesson plan and outcomes for this 
module?”

When Jesus finished his lesson he said:  
“Any Questions?” 

And Matthew said: “Yes. May I go to the toilet?” 

Teachers have heard it all.

By Reverend Robert Willson

“Jesus went about all their cities and villages teaching....” 
Matthew 9:35 

St Saviour’s Cathedral 
Heritage Restoration Appeal

We respectfully invite you to contribute 
to the important work of restoring and 
maintaining our Cathedral. 

Donations to the Heritage Restoration 
Fund are tax deductible and will assist 
with ongoing restoration projects to 
ensure the Cathedral is preserved for 
generations to come.

Click to learn more.

https://pien.org.au/support/?mc_cid=c40bcadfae&mc_eid=2b0153c112
https://pien.org.au/support/?mc_cid=c40bcadfae&mc_eid=2b0153c112
https://anglicancg.org.au/wp-content/uploads/St-Saviours-Heritage-Appeal.pdf
https://anglicancg.org.au/wp-content/uploads/St-Saviours-Heritage-Appeal.pdf
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E V E N T SUpcoming

Clive Hamilton is Professor of Public

Ethics at Charles Sturt University in

Canberra. He’s held visiting

academic positions at the University

of Oxford, Sciences Po in Paris, and

Yale University. He was the founder

and for 14 years the executive

director of the Australia Institute. 

Clive has written several books on

climate change, geoengineering and

the Anthropocene. His latest book,

written with George Wilkenfeld, is

titled Living Hot: Surviving and

thriving on a heating planet,

published by Hardie Grant in June

2024. 

02 6272 6201 acc-c@csu.edu.au

6.00pm, 
23 July

The Chapel,
ACC&C

15 Blackall St,
BARTON 

Living Hot: Surviving and
Thriving on a Heating Planet

CLIVE HAMILTON
IN CONVERSATION WITH
JONATHAN COLE

ABOUT CLIVE HAMILTON
In his challenging new book co-

authored with George Wilkenfeld,

Clive Hamilton argues that, in the

long-running climate change policy

debate, we have the emphasis all

wrong. There is little we in Australia

can do about the climate we will be

living through over the rest of this

century. Those decisions are being

made by the big carbon polluters. But

we can do an enormous amount to

prepare Australia for the harsher

climatic conditions we know are

coming. So why are we doing so little

to build resilience to protect future

generations?

GET IN TOUCH
15 Blackall St
BARTON  ACT  2622www.accc.csu.edu.au

https://www.worldrainforestday.org/
https://www.naidoc.org.au/
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://treeday.planetark.org/
https://about.csu.edu.au/community/accc/home
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Binda was one of the very earliest parishes in the 
diocese, and was formed, it seems, to combat the 
rise of bushrangers and associated gang activity in 
this area of the young colony. The parish of Binda 
has seven centres, some as far away as Tuena and 
Bigga. It is over 80kms from one end of the parish 
to the other,and makes for a challenge to any 
minister right up to the present day.

On the weekend of 27th and 28th July, 
there will be a celebration of  
160 years of ministry in the  
Parish of Binda.

Binda Parish Celebrates 160 years of Ministry

Roads were pretty much non-existent or very poor back then, 
so the minister had to literally be a circuit-riding preacher 
- reaching each of the far flung centres on his horse. 
The descriptions of the travel and ministry in those early years 
make for reading with admiration. Originally, services were 
held in homes until worship centres could be built in each 
location. Each of the seven centres has a building - some like 
St James’ Binda, a beautiful architect designed treasure 
of a building, some like Markdale and Tuena, much more 
humble. Tuena has goldfields history. Bigga and Bolong have 
substantial and beautiful churches. Peelwood boasts a more 
recent building from the late-1960s, and Grant Springs had 
a very humble little church which was enclosed in stone in 
recent years. 

As part of the celebrations there will be a self-drive 
tour of the churches which will be open from 11am 
to 3pm on Saturday 27th. At 4pm on Saturday there 
will be a service of Evening Prayer celebrating 
160 years of church music with an ensemble of 
guest musicians.

On Sunday 28th there will be a service of Holy 
Communion and Thanksgiving at 10am followed 
by lunch at St Bartholomews Hall Crookwell.  
Lunch $30.00 per head.

RSVP to ruralchaplain@yahoo.com or  
Sylvia on 0417 718547 by 20th July.

Celebrating MOW’s forty years as the leading national 
advocate for women in ministry and in lay leadership in the 

Anglican Church of Australia. It will be held at  
St Margaret’s Girls’ School in Ascot (Brisbane). 

The conference will honour the pioneers of the past and look to the future, 
bringing women from a range of Christian traditions together to tackle the way in 
which theology has been weaponised against women, and to develop measures 

to strengthen women in leadership and ministry. The committee is currently 
engaged in programming exciting and challenging speakers from around 

Australia and New Zealand. 

Details, as they are finalised, will be posted on the MOW website and 
Facebook (www.mowatch.com.au).

MOW Conference 

Lead Like a Woman!

28-30 November 2024

MOVEMENT FOR THE ORDINATION OF WOMEN

bringing change and understanding

mailto:ruralchaplain%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.mowatch.com.au
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More Information
For further information on all vacancies, visit our 
website under Positions Vacant.

Advertising Enquiries
For advertising enquiries, please contact the Editors 
at anglicannews@anglicancg.org.au.

Please note, we only advertise positions vacant and 
events within the Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn.

Current Job Vacancies

•	 Carer Support Practitioner Liverpool

•	 Retirement Village Administration 
Officer Goulburn

•	 Family Connection & Mentor 
Support Worker Liverpool

•	 Early Childhood Educator Canberra

•	 Direct Support Worker  
Moruya, Goulburn, Canberra

•	 Youth Worker - Intensive 
Therapeutic Care  

Wagga Wagga

SCAN THE QR CODE 

OR CLICK HERE 

TO LEARN MORE 

& APPLY TODAY!

www.anglicare.com.au/careers

anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/positions-vacant/

•	 Program Manager - Covenant Care 	
Holy Covenant Anglican Church, Cook

•	 Rector Southern Monaro 

•	 Rector St Philip’s O’Connor

•	 Senior Associate Priest Bega

•	 Children & Youth Minister 	
Good Shepherd Curtin

VAC A NC I E S
Diocesan

https://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/positions-vacant/
mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
http://www.anglicare.com.au/careers
http://www.anglicare.com.au/careers
http://www.anglicare.com.au/careers
http://www.anglicare.com.au/careers
http://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/positions-vacant/

