
Light in the Darkness
Even down-under, where the days are growing longer and hotter, we find ourselves drawn to the imagery 
of candles as Christmas approaches. That’s because light shining in darkness is a powerful picture of what 
Christmas can mean for us.

One of the four New Testament accounts of Jesus life, the gospel of John, doesn’t begin with the events of 
Christmas. There’s no Joseph and Mary, no baby, no shepherds and certainly no donkey. Instead, the gospel 
begins with a profound meditation and reflection on the significance of these events and how they fit into 
God’s purposes for humanity and the whole of creation: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him 
was life, and that life was the light of all humankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.

The Word here is Jesus, the beloved Son who experienced perfect fellowship with His Heavenly Father for 
all eternity. Although he is the one through whom all things were made, he chooses to enter into our world, 
like an author writing themselves into their own novel.

And when he comes – as a baby, a baby who will grow up to become a teenager and eventually a man – the 
light shines in the darkness.

Darkness which is more than the sun slipping beneath the horizon. This is the darkness of sin and evil, 
the darkness which wounds precious people and damages our beautiful world. It’s the darkness that both 
expresses and arises from our estrangement from God, the source of all light and life.

And it’s into that darkness that Jesus shines his light. The light of a life lived as it should be – with love 
towards God and people, without hypocrisy or pretence. The light of a life laid down in sacrifice so that all 
who trust in Him might know God forever.

May each encounter with a candle this season remind us of the light and love and hope that Jesus Christ 
gifts to all who come to him.

Bishop Mark
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Christmas Reflection
Even down-under, where the days are growing 
longer and hotter, we find ourselves drawn to 
the imagery of candles as Christmas approaches. 
That’s because light shining in darkness is a 
powerful picture of what Christmas can mean 
for us.

One of the four New Testament accounts of Jesus’ 
life, the gospel of John, doesn’t begin with the 
events of Christmas. There’s no Joseph and Mary, 
no baby, no shepherds and certainly no donkey. 
Instead, the gospel begins with a profound 
meditation and reflection on the significance of 
these events and how they fit into God’s purposes 
for humanity and the whole of creation: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. Through him all things 
were made; without him nothing was made that 
has been made. In him was life, and that life was 
the light of all humankind. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

The Word here is Jesus, the beloved Son who 
experienced perfect fellowship with His Heavenly 
Father for all eternity. Although he is the one 
through whom all things were made, he chooses 
to enter into our world, like an author writing 
themselves into their own novel.

And when he comes – as a baby, a baby who will 
grow up to become a teenager and eventually a 
man – the light shines in the darkness.

Darkness which is more than the sun slipping 
beneath the horizon. This is the darkness of sin 
and evil, the darkness which wounds precious 
people and damages our beautiful world. It’s the 
darkness that both expresses and arises from our 
estrangement from God, the source of all light 
and life.

And it’s into that darkness that Jesus shines his 
light. The light of a life lived as it should be – with 
love towards God and people, without hypocrisy 
or pretence. The light of a life laid down in 
sacrifice so that all who trust in Him might know 
God forever.

May each encounter with a candle this season 
remind us of the light and love and hope that 
Jesus Christ gifts to all who come to him.

With prayers and blessings,

Bishop Mark Short
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Ways to Celebrate With Us

At Christmas God comes in person to bring 
lasting hope and peace through Jesus. 
 
This Advent and Christmas the Anglican 
Diocese of  Canberra and Goulburn invites 
you to celebrate the difference that Jesus 
makes. Below you’ll discover how to do this 
in person and online. We’d love to share the 
joy with you! 
 
- Bishop Mark Short

Christmas Services
Click to Learn More

Visit our website www.anglicancg.org.au/celebrate-christmas-24/ for 
suggestions on ways you can join us in celebrating the coming of Jesus.

Christmas Resources
Click to Learn More

https://anglicancg.org.au/contact-us/
http://www.anglicancg.org.au/celebrate-christmas-24/
https://anglicancg.org.au/christmas-services/
https://anglicancg.org.au/christmas-links-24/
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Hope That Glows
Written by Reverend Luke Midena

Recently, my family had dinner with a few non-Christian 
families. As we finished our meal, one of the dads, who 
we’ve known for a few years, approached me with a 
curious look.

“This might sound crazy,” he began, “but I see God in 
you, your wife, and your kids—you guys glow.”

Part of me wanted to laugh it off, but in all honesty, 
I do believe that the presence of God’s Spirit should be 
evident in the lives of his people.

He went on to share that he had prayed five times in 
his life, each time with a significant request—and each 
prayer had been answered profoundly.

“What am I praying to?” he asked. “What’s out there?”

Unsure if he genuinely wanted an answer, I reflected his 
question back to him.

“Well, what do you think?” I asked.

“I think it’s the universe,” he replied. “It’s powerful and 
good; that’s why it hears and answers my prayers.”

As he spoke, I sensed the Spirit prompting me to 
respond as Paul did with Gentiles in Acts 14:17, where 
Paul points to evidence of God’s goodness in creation:

“[God] did not leave himself without witness, for he 
did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful 
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.”

So I said: “I think what you’re praying to isn’t the 
universe, but the one who created the universe. God is 
the one who fills our lives with every good thing—
family, good food, a home. All joy is his gift. He not 
only created you but sustains your every breath. 
You’ve experienced his goodness from afar, but he wants 
you to know him intimately.”

To my surprise, he simply said, “I think that might 
be true.”

I added, “When you read about Jesus in the Bible, I think 
you’ll encounter the God you’ve been praying to.” 
He eagerly agreed to read John’s Gospel with me.

This encounter reminded me that people around us are 
hungry for the hope that comes with knowing Jesus.

As we prepare for Hope25, we’ll be sharing stories from around our diocese about how the hope of the 
gospel is impacting our world. Let me kick things off!

Do people really ask us to explain the hope we have in Christ?

“Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that 
is in you, yet do it with gentleness and respect.” (1 Peter 3:15b-16a)
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Olive Tree Media produce high quality video resources for sharing the Christian faith 
in an Australian context.

Their courses include: Jesus the Game Changer, Faith Runs Deep, Encounter, 
Next Steps, and more.

The full first episode of each resource is freely available to watch on their website 
without a login.

A number of Anglican leaders from city and regional dioceses highly commend 
these resources. See their comments on the Hope25 website:

www.hope25.com.au/2024/12/02/olive-tree-media-resources/

Resources are available as DVD or digital downloads, with well produced 
discussion booklets for groups.

Could your parish consider trialling these resources or one of the other faith 
formation courses in the Hope25 Season?

For full information, see the Olive Tree Media Website:
www.olivetreemedia.com.au/watch/

Sharing Hope with Olive Tree Media Resources

As We Celebrate Christ’s Coming This Advent, Let’s Pray:

	† For opportunities: That God would draw people to ask about 
the hope they see in us.

	† For readiness: That we would respond with clarity, gentleness, 
and respect.

	† For fruit: That hearts would be open to encounter Jesus in a 
transformative way.

 May the light of Christ shine brightly through us this 
Advent season, pointing others to the source of all hope.

https://hope25.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc634799cbb3a0aae2e83a5c6&id=4d1ee5f6fb&e=6987daae87
https://hope25.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc634799cbb3a0aae2e83a5c6&id=6b2ff144b4&e=6987daae87
https://hope25.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc634799cbb3a0aae2e83a5c6&id=bfc03a99dd&e=6987daae87
https://hope25.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc634799cbb3a0aae2e83a5c6&id=e756721ac7&e=6987daae87
https://hope25.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc634799cbb3a0aae2e83a5c6&id=ff264c9276&e=a41346a462
https://hope25.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc634799cbb3a0aae2e83a5c6&id=fc0c0c6f66&e=a41346a462
https://hope25.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc634799cbb3a0aae2e83a5c6&id=cf0cc3a45a&e=a41346a462
https://hope25.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dc634799cbb3a0aae2e83a5c6&id=292e5ad30a&e=a41346a462
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Trevor is a seasoned Executive Officer with significant 
experience in the not-for-profit, faith-based and 
financial services sectors. He came into the role having 
been the Registrar of Anglican Diocesan Services 
since 2011, General Manager of Anglican Diocesan 
Services since 2013, Anglicare Executive Director 
during 2012-2014, CEO of the Anglican Investment and 
Development Fund since 2016, and current Chair of the 
Anglican Insurance and Risk Services.

As Bishop Mark wrote “Trevor has significant 
experience in leading organisations during times 
of transition and his wealth of experience both 
strategically and operationally has, and will continue to, 
greatly assist Anglicare during this period. Particularly 
as the organisation continues to address various 
financial and operational challenges and determine its 
longer-term strategy to ensure that Anglicare is well 
positioned to sustainably deliver its mission to alleviate 
poverty and suffering in regional and rural communities 
by providing integrated and innovative care, and to 
deliver programs and services to reduce disadvantage 
amongst vulnerable and at-risk children, young people, 
seniors and people with a disability.” 

 When asked about his appointment, Trevor shared,

“I am honoured to be serving Anglicare and our 
communities as its CEO. It is uplifting and fulfilling to 
work for an organisation that aligns closely to my faith 
and values. I am impressed every day by the commitment 
of our staff and the positive impact we are making in 
our communities, and I look forward to continuing this 
momentum as we chart a way forward together.”

The Anglicare Board is confident that under Trevor’s 
leadership Anglicare will continue to build on its strong 
legacy of serving the vulnerable and marginalised in 
our community with dignity and compassion.

Following this appointment Trevor stepped down 
as Diocesan Registrar effective 21 October 2024. 
We thank God for all that Trevor has done to serve us 
so skilfully and faithfully in this role.

Ms Emma Body, previously Deputy Registrar, was 
appointed as Acting Registrar effective from Monday 
21 October 2024, with a recruitment process for a 
permanent appointment to commence soon. 

Mr Trevor Ament will continue as ADS General 
Manager while the future operating structure of 
Anglicare and consequent implications for the ADS 
operations are clarified. During 2025 there will be a 
recruitment process for the appointment of a new ADS 
General Manager 

All matters relating to the Registrar (including 
processes relating to the sale, leasing and modification 
of Anglican Church property) should now be referred to 
Emma. Matters specifically relating to Finance, the ADS 
and service delivery should continue to be forwarded 
to Trevor. 

Please keep both Anglicare and the ADS in your prayers, 
and particularly Emma and Trevor as they undertake 
these new roles. Their desire is to support and resource 
you for all that you do to engage our world with the 
love and truth of Jesus.

New Anglicare Leadership
As many Anglican New readers will know, Mr Trevor Ament 
took up the role of interim CEO of Anglicare in February this 
year. The Anglicare Board, after much consultation, prayer and 
consideration, and with the endorsement of Bishop-in-Council 
at its meeting on 18 October, appointed Mr Trevor Ament as the 
CEO of Anglicare for a period of five years.
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“This is how we know what love is: 

Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 

And we ought to lay down our lives for 

our brothers and sisters. If anyone has 

material possessions and sees a brother or 

sister in need but has no pity on them, 

how can the love of God be in that person? 

Dear children, let us not love with words or 

speech but with actions and in truth.”
  

- 1 John 3: 16-18 NIV 

DONATE  
ONLINE NOW
SCAN THE QR CODE

GIVE NOW
 1800 18 77 68 

WWW.ANGLICARE.COM.AU

Please give to Anglicare’s Christmas Appeal 
to help families like Shayne’s

Shayne’s physical and mental health disabilities mean that he is unable to work. While he receives a disability 
pension, and lives with his parents, he finds that he is often unable to keep up with expenses.

“Shopping now is so expensive. The bills for the house too, even though we share the cost, the rises in 
electricity, gas, insurance, everything. There is not much left out of the pensions after bills are paid, once you 
get a few necessities at the supermarket”, he said.

Like many who are experiencing hardship in the Wagga Wagga region, Shayne regularly visits the Ashmont 
Community Resource Centre—one of Anglicare’s community hubs. Run in partnership with the Ashmont 
Anglican Parish, the centre offers emergency food relief, parenting support, play groups, community lunches, 
financial support, and cooking, crafting and gardening activities—all in one location.

Your donations provide food to people struggling with high living costs and connection to people who would 
otherwise be alone. This Christmas, consider how God has been faithful and generous to us, how can we be 
faithful and generous in response?

Will you help us provide for people like Shayne, who rely on Anglicare services for practical, emotional and 
social support?

Your donation today means that our community hubs, like the one in Ashmont, can continue to be a gathering 
place for vulnerable community members—and can keep providing the food and necessities that families like 
Shayne’s require.

By giving today, you can ensure families like Shayne’s have enough to eat this Christmas, and a 
welcoming place to connect with others during the holiday season.

https://www.anglicare.com.au/services/get-involved/appeals/2024-christmas-appeal/
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St Paul’s Cooma  
Snowy Window 
Re-dedication

Originally installed and dedicated in 1968, the depiction 
suggests that from God’s gift of the snow comes water 
for agriculture and for generating electricity to power 
heating, lighting and other appliances used in our lives. 
The window was installed to mark the association of the 
men and women of the Snowy Scheme with St Paul’s 
and shows the inspiring first verse from Psalm 121:

I TO THE HILLS WILL LIFT MINE EYES
FROM WHENCE COMETH MY HELP

As part of looking up to the mountains, a special 
Evensong was celebrated on 16th October 1949 to 
mark the opening of the Snowy Mountains Scheme. 
The Commissioner Sir William Hudson, employees 
of the Snowy Mountains Authority, and local 
dignitaries attended.

The Psalm was presented in song during the service 
by three members of the local Cantabile choir. 
Caroline Fox, Leslie Spencer and Laura Murdoch praised 
God and delighted the congregation and visitors by 
their singing a cappella the Felix Mendelssohn anthem 
‘Lift Thine Eyes’. Their harmonising voices resounding 
from the baptistery area of the church were angelic.

Reverend Martin Christensen gave insight into this same 
Psalm 121 during his well researched sermon, relating 
it to the faith that everyone involved with the Snowy 
Scheme must have had. He commented that the Snowy 
window shows Scheme workers in yellow hard hats, 
bringing the people being remembered down to earth. 

‘They were just ordinary folk from all over the world 
working in a harsh environment, relying on God’s 
protection… Snowy workers travelled from overseas to 
this area to work, enduring the cold and surviving the 
heat of summer … their eyes would have been lifted up 
to the mountains … They had to rely on God watching 
over them and never slumbering … We as a nation have 
been richly blessed by the efforts and sacrifices of the 
workers on the Snowy Scheme and the outcomes that 
flowed from God’s protection of them.

The congregation of St Paul’s were delighted to 
welcome Revd Wendy Bloomfield to officiate at the 
re-dedication of the Snowy window. Wendy was a child 
in Cooma during the construction years and as the 
former locum rector, Wendy made a great contribution 
to our church and the local community in many ways 
over recent years. The service concluded outside the 
church building with Wendy’s re-dedication, thanking 
God for the sacrifice and good provision of forebears 
who built the Scheme and how God has blessed us and 
reminding us that as God’s co-workers, not to receive 
God’s grace in vain, for as the psalmist wrote:

MY HELP COMES FROM THE LORD
THE MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH.

Written by Roslyn Carroll, St Paul’s Church Cooma.

During the recent Snowy Scheme 75th anniversary, on 20th October 2024, 
St Paul’s Cooma held a special thanksgiving service and re-dedicated its Snowy window. 
Located in the church’s porch, the stained glass window depicts aspects of the Snowy 
Mountains Hydro-Electric Scheme during construction and has welcomed people to our 
church for the past 66 years. 
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hymn before being sent out at the end of the day.

Our organisers consist of young adults from across 
the diocese and two honorary young adults— 
the Very Revd Gavin Krebs and the Revd Anna Krebs. 
We were all encouraged by those who had travelled 
from different churches across the diocese and from 
Sydney. Through much time and prayer in preparation, 
the day enabled even our organisers to rest in Christ.

Liturgy was the focus of two workshops, led by 
Dr Amy Erikson and the Revd Anna Krebs. They both 
explored how liturgy speaks to tradition and testimony.

“Liturgy is prayer given to us within the community of 
the Church. A liturgy is a pattern of worship that as it 
becomes a repeated habit forms us into the image of 
God. Liturgies have their own particular rhythms and 
are not confined to church services. They are a collective 
daily offering to God.”

— written by our team of organisers.

Amy walked with one group through Lectio Divina, 
providing a new way of reading Scripture for many 
attendees. In the other group, Anna spoke on liturgy in 
testimony and mission. She provided an opportunity 
for the young adults to workshop their own testimonies 
and we discussed the value of acknowledging God’s 
work in our present lives.

St Saviour’s Retreat provided a peaceful space to 
encounter the love of Christ and grow in community. 
The Cathedral doors will be open for another retreat 
next year. We hope that St Saviour’s can continue to be 
a place of rest and fellowship.

Find us on Facebook or email 
st.savioursretreat@gmail.com to hear more!

St Saviour’s Retreat
Written by (Kai) Carla Boylan

Photos taken by Nick Shelley and Asher Vandersee

In November, St Saviour’s Cathedral hosted 
a retreat for young adults across the Diocese. 
The day began with a Guided Eucharist, followed by a 
cathedral tour, and workshops. We gathered for a service 
of Prayer, Praise and Proclamation including a Taize-style 

https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Saviours-Retreat/61565059918091/
mailto:st.savioursretreat%40gmail.com?subject=
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The Anglican Bishop 
of Canberra and 
Goulburn, the Rt 
Revd Dr Mark Short, 
has confirmed that 
Mr Andy Gordon 
has been appointed 
Principal of Canberra’s 
newest independent 
school situated in the 
Molonglo Valley.

“With the construction phase of the development of 
Stromlo Forest Anglican College about to commence, 
we are very pleased to announce the appointment of 
the Foundation Principal, Andy Gordon,” said Dr Short.

“Andy comes to us from Radford College where he 
has served as Acting Principal in 2022 and Interim 
Principal from August 2023. Prior to that, he was Head 
of Junior School at Radford, a position that he has held 
since 2019. With previous appointments at John Paul 
College and Highlands Christian College, Mr Gordon 
is experienced at building and leading dedicated staff 
teams by demonstrating authentic Christian leadership 
and service. As a result, these school communities grew 
in both their teaching and learning performance as well 
as in enrolments. 

“Andy Gordon is known for his commitment to and 
passion for education, particularly his experience in 
the Early Years and teaching Secondary which matches 
the requirements of growing Canberra’s newest 
independent school where the Early Learning Centre 
and Kindergarten is scheduled to open from the 
beginning of 2026,” said Dr Short.

Anticipating his commencement as Foundation 
Principal, Mr Gordon said, “I am thrilled to begin 
this journey in partnership with Bishop Mark and 
the Anglican Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn. As 
I speak with residents of the Molonglo Valley and 
surrounding areas, they are eager to see what Stromlo 
Forest Anglican College will bring to their community. 
It is truly an honour to walk with them to establish an 
Early Years to Year 12 learning community in the fastest 

growing region of the ACT. It will be a joy to meet the 
prospective students, staff and families who have 
already expressed an interest in joining the College.

“Reflecting both the local Molonglo community and the 
learning communities represented by every Anglican 
School in our region, Stromlo Forest Anglican College 
will welcome the diversity of the national capital and 
encourage and equip all our students toward a future 
filled with hope and promise,” said Mr Gordon.

Dr Short encouraged the community to pray for 
Andy Gordon, his family and all those working for the 
development of Stromlo Forest Anglican College in 
preparation for the establishment of the College.

From January 2025, the Principal will be welcoming and 
meeting new enrolments and prospective students, 
families and staff for commencement in 2026. Since the 
ACT Government announced the commencement of 
Stromlo Forest Anglican College, there have been more 
than 400 expressions of interest received.

Pictured: Radford College Kinder Nativity with Rev. Dr Katherine 
Rainger (Senior Chaplain) and Mr Andy Gordon (Interim Principal). 

Pictured: Stromlo Forest Anglican College artists impression.

Stromlo Forest Anglican College 
Principal Announced
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http://www.abmission.org/advent2024
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Courage & Faith 

It is August 14, 1966, and 30 adults and 30 children 
are celebrating St Alban’s Day in the rectory with 
Bishop Ken Clements.

The bishop stood in the doorway between the rectory 
living room and the kitchen. He took the sacrament to 
the communicants: 15 in the lounge, 10 in the kitchen, 
three in the hall.

Then he asked: “Have I missed anyone?”

A disembodied voice came from the laundry: 
“Yes, my Lord. There are two of us in here.”

Louise Page and Kevin Seers have captured many of 
the highlights and challenges of the first 40 years of the 
parish (1966-2006) in the 212-page book.

St Alban’s church was overflowing on November 17 for 
a service - led by the Reverend Canon Margaret Emil - 
to celebrate the parish’s past, present and future and 
launch the book.

While the current church building was completed in 
2002, the notion of an Anglican community of faith 
in the Lyons-Chifley area has been around since the 
mid-1960s.

The provisional district of St Alban’s was established 
under the Reverend Bob Tate, with church services and 
most church activities held in his lounge room.

The book goes into great detail about many of the 
parish’s outreach activities over the years, including 
the Woden Christian Bookshop, the work at Burnie and 
Strathgordon Court, refugee and migrant assistance, 
children’s ministry, the Fusion horticulture project, the 
biblical garden and many more.

It carefully captures biographical details of the 
parish’s many priests, deacons and lay leaders over 
four decades.

Summarising her approach in the preface, 
Louise Page writes: 

“I have tried to be thorough, mostly relaying the 
character, struggle, achievements and personalities 
of the parish. While I have been privileged to know 
many of the people featured here, I hope that others 
will still find interest and inspiration from their story 
and striving.”

The parish is currently seeking a new rector as it 
contemplates the next phase of its rich history of 
commitment to prayer, hospitality and justice.

Written by Paul Osborne

There’s a wonderful story told in the book 
“Courage and Faith”, a newly published 
history of the Parish of St Alban’s the Martyr, 
Woden.
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Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

Some of you will 
already be humming 
the chorus as you 
read these words. 
It continues: “look full in 
his wonderful face.”

Others who follow 
the liturgical calendar 
know we are now in the 

season of Advent, which calls us to turn our eyes 
on Jesus. This simple and powerful phrase resonates 
with our lives and our world right now. 

In my extended circle of friends and colleagues, 
I’m not aware of many who are nominating 2024 
as “the best year of my life”. Even so, we’re at the 
turning point of the liturgical season. It is deeper 
than merely lighting candles called hope (joy, etc): 
hoping things are going to get better in 2025. 
The pictorial representation of the church year 
invites us to focus less on our own stories and 
circumstances as we leave the season it calls story 
of the people of God (remember how the song 
continues “and the things of earth grow strangely 
dim”?). We enter a new season called the story of 
Jesus that we may bask once more “in the light of his 
glory and grace”. 

Our prayer is that you fix your eyes on Jesus over the 
coming weeks and months. Why? Jesus is the author 
and perfecter of your faith.

Dr Chris Baghos’ new 
book release!

Dr Chris Baghos’ (a St Mark’s 
lecturer) second book has 
just been released, Exploring 
Christian Identity from Late 
Antiquity to the Middle Ages: 
Neither Greek nor Roman. 

The book may be purchased 
in hardback format via 
Cambridge Scholars 
Publishing and Amazon.  

It is also available as an eBook on Google Play.

St Mark’s news

Key Dates

For all inquiries over the 
closed period, please 
contact us via email:  
admin@stmarks.edu.au

Library Hours 
Tuesday-Friday, 9am-5pm
Christmas Closure: Mon, 23 Dec 2024
Open from: Tues, 14 Jan 2025. 

Reception Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9am-4.30pm
Christmas Closure:Mon, 23 Dec 2024 
Open from: Tues, 14 Jan 2025

Session 1 2025 
Commencement lecture: Thurs, 27 Feb 2025
Session 1 begins: Mon, 3 March 2025

A word from our Acting Director: 
Rev’d Dr Geoff Broughton

https://stmarks.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d69787322233f79ea22e2f597&id=bce6fecd35&e=180dff9c59
https://stmarks.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d69787322233f79ea22e2f597&id=bce6fecd35&e=180dff9c59
https://stmarks.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d69787322233f79ea22e2f597&id=df3b256c11&e=180dff9c59
https://stmarks.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d69787322233f79ea22e2f597&id=ff9ac93fe5&e=180dff9c59
mailto:admin%40stmarks.edu.au?subject=
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Diocesan Climate Change 
Action Plan

A new guide explaining how Christians can 
get involved in the United Nations Conferences 
COP16 and COP29 has been published by the 

Church of England.

AVA I L A B L E  N O WAVA I L A B L E  N O W

Read our Action Plan

Read Guide

Click to view website

N E WS

SHARE YOUR STORY!

ARE YOU OR YOUR PARISH TAKING STEPS TO 
CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION?

Whether its a community garden, a sustainability 
initiative, or an environmental advocacy project, 
we want to hear from you!

Email us anglicannews@anglicancg.org.au

Care for Creation

https://seasonofcreation.org/resources/
https://seasonofcreation.org/resources/
https://seasonofcreation.org/resources/
https://anglicancg.org.au/care-for-creation
https://diolog.anglicands.org.au/intranet/documents/2218/26040/ADCG%20Climate%20Change%20Action%20Plan.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2024-10/short-guide-to-un-conferences-2024.pdf
https://anglicancg.org.au/care-for-creation/
mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
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Written by Sylvia Cullen, Crookwell Parish

St Luke’s Taralga Community Garden 
St Luke’s Community Garden in Taralga NSW 
has been in the planning stages for a long 
time, but the access to grant funding has 
turned it from a dream into a reality.
Parishioners from St Luke’s as well as willing community 
members have overseen the set up of the garden on the 
old church Tennis Courts. Twelve raised beds are the 
central feature with planter boxes and pots, all around.

The official opening was held on a Sunday in October as 
part of the tri-parish Service between Binda Taralga and 
Crookwell. These tri-parish services are held three times a 
year to connect Anglican churches across the region and 
each parish takes a turn at hosting the event.

This time it was Taralga’s turn, and because of the special 
event, Bishop Carol (former rector of Taralga) and her 
husband Jay, were able to attend. Also in attendance 
were Archdeacon Joy Harris, Rector of Crookwell and 
Reverend Sally Cullen, Rural Chaplain Binda Parish. 

Bishop Carol gave a thought provoking sermon about 
planting seeds with many examples about the way 
peoples lives had been changed through small things. 
She encouraged her listeners to share their faith with 
others and make a difference in other lives. The service 
was well attended by both church and community 
members and followed by a delicious lunch in the 
church hall.

The service was held outdoors in the new garden and the 
service and songs celebrated God’s amazing creation. 
Music was provided by St Bart’s Crookwell. Shakers, 
maraccas and ribbons were handed out to the audience 
who happily joined in the outdoor praise. 

At the conclusion of the very enjoyable service, Bishop 
Carol and Archdeacon Joy planted two Olive Trees in pots, 
as a reminder of the day after Bishop Carol cut the ribbon 
across the gate and declared the garden officially open.

The garden is a managed garden, but anyone is welcome 
to come and ‘pick and play’ while enjoying the calm 
atmosphere. It seems there are a keen group of garden 
enthusiasts who will make this project one that can be 
shared by the whole community. Although it is only in it’s 
infancy, we look forward to watching this garden grow!
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E V E N T S
Upcoming

Join us with Bishop Mark Short 
to celebrate 30 years of the 

Opening and Dedication of our 
Parish Building in 1994 and 

Consecration in 2024

When: Sunday 15 December 2024    
Consecration Service: 10 am
Followed by light refreshments, 
fellowship and reminiscing

SHARE IT WITH US!

Do you have an 
event coming up?

Promote an upcoming event 
across the Diocese? We’d love 
to help you spread the word. 

Event Submission

Email us at: 
anglicannews@anglicancg.org.au

To ensure your inclusion, 
please submit by the 1st day of 
the month prior to the event. 

Late submissions may not be 
guaranteed placement.

CCAAMMPP  PPEELLIICCAANN

1133--1177  JJAANN  22002255

SSYYNNEERRGGYY..OORRGG..AAUU

oorr  ccoonnttaacctt  ccaammppss@@ssyynneerrggyy..oorrgg..aauu

YYeeaarrss  77--1122
aatt  YYWWAAMM  CCaannbbeerrrraa

Christmas Services Across the Diocese
Click to Learn More

mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
mailto:camps%40synergy.org.au?subject=
https://anglicancg.org.au/christmas-services/
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St Saviour’s Cathedral 
Heritage Restoration Appeal

We respectfully invite you to contribute 
to the important work of restoring and 
maintaining our Cathedral. 

Donations to the Heritage Restoration 
Fund are tax deductible and will assist 
with ongoing restoration projects to 
ensure the Cathedral is preserved for 
generations to come.

Click to learn more.

Clergy News
	† The Reverend Theresa Angert-Quilter was 

licensed as Chaplain to Brindabella, Wollondilly, 
and St David’s Close Retirement Villages (effective 
4 November 2024) on 28 November 2024. 

	† The Reverend Anna Krebs was licensed as Assistant 
Priest – Parish of Canberra on 30 November 2024.

	† The Reverend Dr Bilkis Malek was licensed 
as Assistant Priest – Parish of Jamison on 
30 November 2024. 

	† The Reverend Luke Midena was licensed as 
Assistant Priest – Parish of Arawang and Diocesan 
Hope25 Coordinator on 30 November 2024. 

	† The Reverend Nathanael Thierry was licensed as 
Assistant Priest - Parish of Hawker and Chaplain - 
Bill McKenzie Gardens and The Canberra Hospital on 
30 November 2024. 

	† The Reverend Dr Timothy Watson has been 
offered and accepted the role of Canon Precentor 
of St Paul’s Cathedral Melbourne, commencing on 
1 February 2025 next year.

Authority to Officiate
	† The Reverend Russell Bielenberg had his 

Authority to Officiate renewed for 3 years from 
21 November 2024.

	† The Reverend Dr Christopher Simon had his 
Authority to Officiate renewed for 3 years from 
14 November 2024.

	† The Reverend Howard Smith had his 
Authority to Officiate renewed for 3 years from 
21 November 2024.

Inductions
	†  The Reverend Christine Cargill will be inducted as 

the Rector of St Philip’s O’Connor on 16 January 
2025 at 7pm. If you plan to attend please RSVP to: 
induction@stphilipsoconnor.org.au.

Resignations
	† The Reverend Linda Chapman has resigned as 

Rector of Moruya, effective from 8 January 2025. 

	† The Reverend Guy Matthews has resigned as Rector 
of Curtin, effective from 25 January 2025.

	† The Reverend Ian Powell has resigned as Rector of 
Wanniassa, effective from 24 January 2025.

	† The Reverend Tim Watson has resigned as Rector of 
Hackett, effective from 22 December 2024.

https://anglicancg.org.au/wp-content/uploads/St-Saviours-Heritage-Appeal.pdf
https://pien.org.au/support/?mc_cid=c40bcadfae&mc_eid=2b0153c112
https://pien.org.au/support/?mc_cid=c40bcadfae&mc_eid=2b0153c112
https://anglicancg.org.au/wp-content/uploads/St-Saviours-Heritage-Appeal.pdf
mailto:induction%40stphilipsoconnor.org.au?subject=
http://www.aidf.com.au
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anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/positions-vacant/

VAC A NC I E S
Diocesan

www.anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/

Chief Executive Officer 
The Anglican Investment and 
Development Fund (AIDF), Canberra

Early Childhood Educators 
St Luke’s Early Learning Community, 
Chapman

Rector 
Wanniassa Parish

Rector 
Woden Parish

Rector 
Murrumburrah-Harden Parish

Rector 
Wagga Wagga Parish

Rector 
Southern Monaro Parish

Youth/Children’s Minister 
St Mary in the Valley, Calwell

Click on the job title for more information and how to apply.

St John’s Care is a ministry of St John’s Anglican Church, 
offering practical love to all in Christ’s name 

 
New Position: Community Chaplain 

 
An exciting new opportunity exists for a suitably qualified person to serve as 
a Community Chaplain within a respected local charity.   
 
For thirty-four years, St John’s Care (SJC) has been a key ministry of the Parish 
of St John the Baptist (Canberra). SJC is a medium-sized, registered charity 
comprising a mixture of paid staff and volunteers. It provides benevolent relief to 
individuals experiencing poverty, suffering, and distress, with the aim of breaking 
the cycle of disadvantage, isolation, and economic hardship. 
 
The creation of the new role of SJC Community Chaplain reflects our 
commitment to truly holistic care which addresses a wide range of human needs 
including physical, economic, relational and spiritual.  
 
To learn more about this exciting ministry, see a full advertisement and position 
description at www.stjohnscanberra.org/positions.  
 
(Expressions of interest addressing the selection criteria are due by COB 
Friday 13 December 2024.) 

 
 

SCAN THE  
QR CODE  
TO LEARN  

MORE & APPLY 
TODAY!

www.anglicare.com.au/careers

In partnership with the Anglican Church, 
Anglicare seeks to be a leading provider of 
community services by supporting individuals 
and families to hope, heal and thrive in all 
stages of life.

Want to join us and make a difference?
Applications are now open for a variety of 
roles across our region. Visit our website for 
more information or to apply today.

Assistant Minister 
Lanyon Valley Anglican Church

 
 
 

 

Wanniassa, ACT 

is seeking a 
CHILDREN’S & FAMILIES EVANGELIST & MINISTER 

St Matt’s is a large evangelical Anglican Church in the suburbs of Canberra.   We seek to 
be a people who are gripped by the Love of God, helping Strangers become Believers,  

Believers become Lovers, and Lovers to become Warriors for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The kids’ ministry is a fundamental part of our church’s mission, equipping the saints for 
gospel-centred works of service through… 

• overseeing a variety of children and families’ ministries,   
• equipping teams of leaders in those ministries, 
• discipling the young leaders, 
• helping parents in their most important role of raising children in the training and 

instruction of the Lord. 
 

Full-Time position, and some theological education would be preferable 
To commence January 2025 

For enquiries and to request a job description about this exciting opportunity: 

Email: office@stmattswanniassa.org.au   or 

Phone:  0410 609 552 

Applications close Friday 18 October, 2024 

 

 

 

Children’s Evangelist and Pastor 
St Matthew’s, Wanniassa

www.stjohnscanberra.org/positions

http://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/positions-vacant/
https://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/
http://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/
https://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/6695150/title/Chief-Executive-Officer
https://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/6626018/title/Early-Childhood-Educators
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-wanniassa-parish/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-woden/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-murrumburrah-harden/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-wagga-wagga/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-southern-monaro/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fanglicancg.org.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FSMiV-Youth-Minister.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.stjohnscanberra.org/positions
https://anglicancg.org.au/assistant-minister-lanyon-valley-anglican-church/
https://anglicancg.org.au/childrens-evangelist-and-pastor-wanniassa/
http://www.stjohnscanberra.org/positions

