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On Tuesday last week I had the privilege of 
preaching at the Opening of Parliament Service 
in St Christopher’s Cathedral. Given our focus this 
year on Hope25, I chose the theme ‘Hope in an 
Uncertain World’.

The start of a new year is often associated with hope. 
Last week marked the start of a new parliamentary year 
for MPs. For us, many programs are starting up anew in 
our parishes. What are your hopes for the year?

Hopes will vary according to age and stage of life, 
according to responsibilities, possibilities and 
opportunities in various areas of life. Some will 
have hopes for their children or grandchildren or for 
achievements academically, or in ministry, or in the 
sporting arena or in achieving some personal goal.

Hope is vital to the human condition.  
Surviving the horrors of Auschwitz, Viktor Frankl 
observed that those who were most likely to survive 
were those who held onto hope. On the other hand, 
those who lost hope developed a fatalism that hastened 
death. 

Hope is vital for human flourishing. Hope motivates 
people to act with positive purpose. But what do we 
actually mean when we speak of hope?

Many think of hope as wishful thinking, 
desiring something in the future that may or may 
not happen. But there is a greater hope than wishful 
thinking.

The biblical understanding of hope encapsulates a 
certainty for the future. Psalm 33 contrasts two sources 
of hope. In verses 16 and 17 it highlights the limitations 
of hope in the things of this world. Those verses read:
16	 A king is not saved by his great army; 
	 a warrior is not delivered by his great 		
	 strength. 
17	 The war horse is a vain hope for victory, 
	 and by its great might it cannot save. 

In other words, powerful leaders, military might, 
the greatest powers in this world, offer a vain hope.

According to Psalm 33, there is only One who is eternal 
and totally faithful, who is truly just and righteous. 
He is the One:
•	 whose power brought this world into being 
•	 and who has the power to deliver from death all 

who place their hope in him.

And, so, the psalm finishes with expressions of hope in 
this Lord God to deliver us from death and be our help 
and protector. This is a hope that is grounded in the 
steadfast character and love of God and in the constant 
fulfilment of his promises.

Biblical hope is grounded in certainty and reality, not 
wishful thinking. 

It points to a moment in time and space, recorded in 
history – the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Peter writes, in 1 Peter 1, of the living hope now 
possible in Christ who has defeated death once and for 
all. Because of this, there is the assurance of an eternal 
inheritance with Christ for all who set their hope on 
him.

It is a hope for the future but also a hope which can 
sustain and motivate us here and now through all the 
uncertainties and difficulties of life.

Jesus expresses that hope in the midst of the 
uncertainty and grief of death in John 11:25-26, 
when he makes the incredible claim:

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe 
in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die.”

In the midst of death and grief, Jesus speaks of a 
resurrection and life, both now and beyond death, that 
is possible for all who live and believe in him.

Jesus then acted in a way to prove that these words of 
hope were not a product of wishful thinking, nor just 
for the future. He went to the tomb and called Lazarus 
forth from death to life.

This was a sign of what Jesus, himself, was about to do 
through his own death and resurrection. His victory 
over death offers us new life and new hope, now and 
for eternity.

That is a sure and certain hope, enabling us to press on 
in our uncertain world. 

As you begin a new year, may you tap into the sure and 
certain hope Christ offers.

With prayers and blessings,

Bishop Vanessa Bennett

Reflection from Bishop Vanessa
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Anna Krebs
Anna was born and grew 
up in Sydney. During 
High School, the School 
Crusader group as well as 
youth group and church, 
helped Anna to think 
through her faith and 
to own it as her own. At 
university in Armidale 
Anna learned that God 
is totally dependable 
and Jesus the best friend 
anyone could have. 

After finishing her degree, Anna worked for nearly 
two years in a tissue culture laboratory, before going 
to Gunnedah as Youth Minister with the Anglican 
Church. Anna is married to Gavin, and they have 
three wonderful adult children, and one beautiful 
daughter-in-law. 

While the family were living in Bathurst Anna became 
a licensed lay minister and was also involved on Parish 
Council and as a sacristan.

Anna and Gavin later moved to Goulburn and then 
Wagga Wagga, where she started a BTh by distance 
through St Mark’s. When they moved to Canberra Anna 
started exploring ordination and was made deacon in 
February 2024.

Anna has always been involved in ministry, particularly 
in caring for and encouraging those within the church. 

She knows that God has always been there through the 
ups and downs of life and wants to share God’s love 
with others.

Anna has been working with the wonderful people of 
St John’s Canberra and is excited about where God will 
take her in the future.

Bili Malek
Born in Prague in 
former Czechoslovakia, 
Bili escaped with her 
family to Australia via 
Austria during the Prague 
Spring as a child. 
She completed most of 
her schooling in Canberra, 
where she met her 
husband at High School.

Having worked as a 
doctor for many years, 
including fifteen years 

in the UK with her family, Bili has always embraced a 
bi-vocational path. She remains active in teaching at 
the ANU medical school, where she will continue to 
work for the Rural Clinical School in 2025. She retains 
admitting rights to Queanbeyan Hospital and works 
in the Emergency Department while caring for elderly 
patients in nursing homes.

Bili has been involved in ministry both in the United 
Kingdom and Australia. She has worked as a hospital 
Chaplain and a team leader, training others in 
Chaplaincy. She has led pioneer outreach services 
and participated in team healing ministries in an 
Anglican led Wholeness and Healing Centre. Coming 
from an Islamic background, Bili feels she has a unique 
perspective to offer including her bi-vocational, cultural 
and professional experiences.

Parents of three grown daughters, Bili and her husband 
Stuart live with their dog Oscar. They are parents to 
a daughter with disability. Bili has worked with many 
and varied lay and other professionals from a wide 
variety of cultures, religious and secular backgrounds. 
Having completed her MA (Theo), she is transitioning 
into ordained ministry and is working as the Assistant 
Minister at Holy Covenant, Jamison.

Ordinations of Priests
On Saturday 30th November 2024, four (4) new 
Priests were ordained in St Saviour’s Cathedral. 
The ordination took place on St Andrew’s Day so Bishop Vanessa 
preached from John 1:35-42, exhorting the ordinands to follow 
St Andrew’s example in being keen to learn from Jesus, through 
his Word and in Prayer; in bringing others to follow Jesus; and in 
being prepared to offer what they can in faithful in humble service. 
Read their biographies below (as supplied by the ordinand).
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Luke Midena
Growing up in tropical 
Darwin, moving to icy 
Canberra at 18 was 
a shock for Luke. At 
the ANU, he pursued 
his passion for music, 
completing a bachelor’s 
degree in French Horn 
performance.

A formative discipleship 
experience during 
university led Luke to 
Sydney in 2006, where 

he began working with the Navigators at Macquarie 
University. While studying Russian and considering an 
international move, he was convicted of the immense 
spiritual needs within Australia. Seeing the need for 
kingdom workers to bring the gospel to those who 
were ‘harassed and helpless’ he felt called to vocational 
Christian work—a calling that God has faithfully 
affirmed over the past 18 years, now culminating in his 
ordination as a priest.

During his time at Macquarie, Luke met Kate, who 
would become his wife. They married in 2009, and in 
2015 moved to Canberra, where they’ve been blessed 
with two delightful daughters.

Luke completed a Diploma in Theology and a Master 
of Divinity, a process that spanned over 12 years. 
Encountering the rich historical theology of Anglicanism 
in his studies and parish experiences has deepened 
his commitment to the Anglican Communion. 
Currently, Luke serves at Arawang Anglican in Kambah 
and recently began the Hope25 Coordinator role for 
the Diocese.

Alongside his commitment to helping others know 
and follow Jesus, Luke finds joy in mountain biking 
and Terrence Malick films.

Nathanael Thierry
Nathanael was born in 
Geelong, Victoria, and is 
married to Génovah, and 
together they have one 
adorable curly-headed 
son, Adam. Nathanael 
has sensed God’s call 
to ministry since his 
teenage years. He studied 
theology in Geelong at 
the Reformed Theological 
College, where he 
discovered his passion 

for languages while learning Greek and Hebrew, before 
joining SIM with whom he served overseas in cross-
cultural missions in francophone Africa. While studying 
French in Paris to work in Africa, he met Génovah. 
Nathanael has a diverse background having grown up 
in the Dutch Reformed tradition on his father’s side and 
experiencing a more charismatic Baptist tradition on 
his mother’s side. He has come to the Anglican church 
later in his faith journey, appreciating a space rooted 
in the church’s great catholic traditions, particularly 
liturgically, while simultaneously being committed to a 
more protestant reformed theology of the Word of God. 

In between ministry roles, he has also worked as a 
sourdough baker. Currently, Nathanael works a cocktail 
of part-time positions, including Minister at All Saints’ 
Anglican Church in Collector, Chaplain at Bill MacKenzie 
Gardens RSL-LifeCare in Page, Honorary Associate 
Minister at Christ Church Hawker, and On-call Chaplain 
at Canberra Hospital. He is passionate about Jesus, 
languages, books, and enjoys spending time with 
people and talking about theology, philosophy, history, 
and many other things!
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Prayer & Training for Hope25
Written by Reverend Luke Midena

Dear Friends,

As we prepare for the Hope25 season, it’s essential that 
we commit ourselves to prayer, asking God to reveal 
Himself through the gospel.

“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour 
in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the guards 
stand watch in vain.” (Ps. 127:1)

Our Senior Leadership has set a wonderful example, 
dedicating time in December to pray that the hope 
of Christ would shine brightly through our collective 
efforts in sharing hope from Easter to Pentecost.

We invite you to join our next Hope25 
National Prayer Gathering, held on 
Thursday, 6th March, from 7:30–8:30pm 
via Zoom. The link is available on the 
Hope25 website: www.hope25.com.au

In addition to prayer, we are excited to offer training 
workshops to equip everyday Christians for sharing 
the hope of Christ. Our National Hope25 Zoom 
Training Workshops have been well received and aim 
to complement in-person training events planned for 
parishes during Lent 2025.

The below workshops are open to everyone, whether as 
a parish, small group, or individual. Registration will be 
available on the Hope25 website during the week prior 
to each session: www.hope25.com.au.

2025 Workshops

Get in Touch
If you have questions, need support, or would like 
to discuss training or events related to sharing the 
gospel, I’d love to hear from you.

Luke Midena - Hope25 Coordinator 
Anglican Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn
Luke.midena@gmail.com | 0421 970 266

http://www.hope25.com.au
http://www.hope25.com.au
mailto:Luke.midena%40gmail.com?subject=
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This month’s Hope25 story from Burgmann Anglican School by Ben Smart highlights how children are 
discovering the hope of the gospel through the encouragement of chaplains.

Along with the beach, barbecues and holidays, the game of cricket is a staple of the Australian summer. 
The freshly cut grass, the sound of leather on willow, excites even the faintest of cricket fans. India is 
currently touring Australia and playing a hotly contested test series. It’s all over the media, the crowds at the 
games have been high and it’s been played on many of our TV screens and radios. Cricket captivates many 
Australian homes each summer.

Yet locally, what is even more exciting is that God is at work through the Burgmann Anglican School Cricket 
Program. A recent conversation between a Year 8 boy and coach at cricket training is encouraging evidence 
of this. The student openly shared with the coach his desire for deeper meaning and peace in life, and that 
he has begun reading the Bible by himself, as he wanted to do this to get to know the Lord. This took the 
coach by surprise but was a terrific reminder that God is at work in the lives of young people in the diocese. 
The coach responded very positively and greatly encouraged the student to continue reading the Bible, 
and that the option of personal follow up is always on the table. The coach of this team happens to be one 
of the school chaplains. This conversation was possible after a strong relationship had been built between 
this particular student and chaplain through the cricket program, the classroom and the 
playground for over one year.

School chaplaincy is certainly a relational ministry and a ministry of presence. We thank God 
that our school chaplains have the ability to walk alongside the youth in our Anglican schools 
as they navigate the complexities of adolescence. Please pray that the love of God will 
continue to be shared through presence and relationship.

Bowled Over by Hope 
God at Work Through Burgmann’s Cricket Program 

Majors Creek 
Music Festival
Written by Anne Sanders, photo by Liz Jakimow

As part of the annual Majors Creek Music 
Festival held on Sunday 9th November, 
we held a prayer, praise and 
proclamation service at St Stephen’s 
Anglican Church, Majors Creek, with the 
Christian bluegrass band High Fidelity 
from the USA playing during the service 
and after for about 30 mins. 
The lovely old church was packed to the rafters, 
kids sitting on the floor and everyone enjoyed the 
service and particularly the singing!
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How do you cook spaghetti at your place?

I don’t so much cook spaghetti, it’s more like I sing it 
into being. With Dean Martin blaring, I stir the sauce 
with a flourish, and croon That’s Amore (in my best 
faux Italian accent), dreaming of a carefree evening in 
Tuscany. It’s not about the task itself—it’s about the joy 
I bring to it, the imagination I infuse into it, the feeling of 
la dolce vita that I long for, even in my humble kitchen. 

Both the way I cook food discloses not just what 
I did but how and why I did it. It’s the same with 
my daughter. 

I spy a mess on our kitchen counter—scattered green of 
strawberry tops, an open jar of cinnamon, and the slop 
of forgotten yogurt. I know from these tell-tale signs 
that my daughter has not merely been hungry, but they 
reveal how she moves through the world—curious, 
unafraid to experiment, and maybe … a little distracted. 

Bishop Mark has asked me to introduce myself. 
When we introduce ourselves, we often begin with 
what we “do”. It’s almost automatic: “I’m a lawyer,” 
“I’m a public servant,” “I’m a theologian”. For many 
years, I’ve carried out roles that fit these descriptions. 
But if you truly want to know me, a more pertinent 
question isn’t merely what I do—it’s how and 
why I do it. 

This interplay of action, intention and meaning is 
perhaps what Michelin-starred chef, Alain Passard 
refers to as the ‘gesture’—the movement of the hand 
that starts with purpose and flows seamlessly onto 
the plate. The Apostle Paul uses a different metaphor 
for a similar idea—letter-writing. Paul reminds us that 

our lives are a kind of correspondence, one that is read 
by all— “written not with ink but with the Spirit of the 
living God” (2 Corinthians 3:2-3). 

So, what would you discover if you read the “letter” of 
my life? Perhaps a blend of hope that endures suffering, 
perseverance in seasons of weariness, joy that defies 
hardship, and moments of steady plodding with God 
alongside times of soaring on eagle’s wings. You’d also 
see an ongoing (and very imperfect!) effort to journey in 
the direction of greater patience, gentleness, and love.

But why do these qualities shape my life’s letter? 
To answer, I have to talk about Christ Jesus. What I 
choose to do and be in this life is fundamentally given 
its lifeblood by the explosive and strange truth that 
in Jesus the incommensurable God became human—
not to condemn the world, but to restore it. To renew 
the brokenness of humanity, to lift the weary and 
heartbroken, to reconcile us who have gone astray and 
turned to worthless things, and to shatter the power of 
death. And so, in the words of the song, My Story, by Big 
Daddy Weave, “to tell you my story is to tell of Him”. 

The story God is writing in my life isn’t unique—it’s 
the same Spirit who wants to write a story in all of us. 
And I believe this same Spirit is renewing the story of 
St Mark’s National Theological Centre.

That’s why I step into the role of Director 
with excitement, gratitude, and a deep sense 
of responsibility. 

This isn’t something I take on alone. The incredible 
team at St Mark’s—our faculty and staff—share a 
common vision and passion.  

A Reflection from the 
New St Mark’s Director

New Beginnings

As President of St Mark’s and Bishop of the Diocese I am 
delighted that Dr Service has accepted God’s call to this 
vital role. She brings theological faithfulness and acumen, 
a capacity for strategic thinking and a desire to see all 
God’s people flourish in their service of Jesus. She will be 
commissioned at St Saviour’s Cathedral Goulburn during 
the ordination service at 11am on Saturday February 22 and 
I hope many members of our Diocesan family will be there 
to support her with their presence and prayers.
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We are building a community of collaboration, seeking 
wisdom rooted in Scripture, infused by reason, 
tradition, experience and prayer, pursuing excellence 
in theology and scholarship, and working toward unity 
in the body of Christ. We embrace the unique quirks 
and gifts of every person made in God’s image and are 
determined to equip the Australian Church to meet 
today’s challenges with winsome courage, bearing 
witness to the life-changing power of the gospel.

But to do all this, we need a clear vision—and we need 
to stay connected to our source.

One of my favourite hymns, Be Thou My Vision, 
captures this beautifully. It reminds us that God must 
be the “best thought” in our minds—the source of our 
wisdom, our shelter, and our guiding light.  

In a world that constantly pushes distractions and lesser 
loves into the space only God should occupy, this hymn 
challenges us to fix our hearts on Him, the true source 
of life (Hebrews 12:2; John 10:10).

As I take up the position and responsibility as Director 
of St Mark’s, the hymn’s message takes on even greater 
urgency. The hues and contours of my ‘directing’ must 
be sourced from the ultimate ‘Director’. Without God’s 
vision always shaping us, drawing us, hemming us in 
and stretching us out, we’ll lose the ink for the letter 
He’s writing in and through us.

So, I ask for your prayers—for me, for our team at 
St Mark’s, and for the work we’ve been called to do. 
May we serve the Church and the world faithfully, 
for the glory of God.

Jacqueline’s Biography 
Jacqueline Service is the Director of St Mark’s National Theological Centre, Senior Lecturer in Systematic 
Theology and Associate Head of School in the School of Theology, Charles Sturt University, Australia, where 
she lectures in Christology, Trinitarian Theology, Ecclesiology, and Theological Anthropology. Her research 
focus is on Trinitarian Theology, Divine Ontology, Kenotic Theology and Human Well-Being. 

For her doctoral thesis, she received one of the highest academic honours - the Higher Degree by Research 
University Medal. Her most recent publication entitled Triune Well-Being: The Kenotic-Enrichment of the 
Eternal Trinity (Fortress Academic, 2024) has received endorsements from leading international theologians. 

Jacqueline is currently on the Editorial Board of Religion & Development, a journal of the International 
Network on Religious Communities and Sustainable Development (IN//RCSD) at Humboldt-University in 
Berlin. She has been actively involved in church ministries over many years, undertaken governance on 
numerous boards, and is a regular keynote speaker for seminars and conferences. Previous to her work 
with CSU, Jacqueline was Lecturer of Theology and Program Director of the Master of Arts at Alphacrucis 
University College; worked as a lawyer in Commercial and Government Legal Practice; and, for over a decade, 
at the Australian Government’s Agency for International Development (AusAID) managing, implementing 
and designing aid programs across the Pacific and Southwest Asia. During her time with AusAID she worked 
at the Australian High Commission in Fiji, responsible for effecting the Australian Government’s bilateral 
aid program in Fiji. Her work involved collaborating in key partnerships with the Fiji Government, the World 
Bank, Asian Development Bank and various United Nations agencies. 

Jacqueline has a B.A. Intercultural Studies (Missiology); Bachelor of Laws (with Honours); Graduate Diploma 
in Legal Practice; a Master of Theology (with Distinction), and a PhD specialising in trinitarian theology. 
She is also a parent of three beautiful children and a enjoys a good red, gooey cheeses, hazelnut chocolate 
and high-heeled shoes.
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St Mary in the Valley 
Consecration

St Mary in the Valley has celebrated, annually, 
the opening and dedication of the worship centre. 
This celebration is held on the Sunday closest to 
17th December. This year, for the 30th anniversary, 
the Rector, Reverend John Kuruvilla and the Wardens, 
in consultation with the Parish Council, requested 
Bishop Mark Short to consecrate the building. 
The enthusiastic reply from his office was “He’s been 
de-consecrating church buildings, not consecrating them, 
this could be a first!” So, as well as being an important 
event for St Mary in the Valley, it was a special and joyful 
occasion for Bishop Mark.

In 1983, the Society of the Sacred Mission, with the 
permission of Bishop Cecil Warren, established a 
Special District in South Tuggeranong. In 1988, St Mary 
in the Valley became a parish, led by Reverend Robin 
Miners. Services had been held at Gowrie Primary School 
and then Richardson Primary, and the congregation 
agreed it needed its own building. They purchased and 
moved a disused church, St Michael and All Angels, 
from Mannus, near Tumbarumba.

Many parishioners were working on site in Chisholm 
when a mini cyclone hit on 13th January 1990. 
The wooden church building, as well as an ex-army 
hall, were destroyed. Fortunately, no one was seriously 
injured. The destruction caused much sorrow and 
reflection amongst parishioners. Through prayer, 
Reverend Rob gradually turned sadness into a renewed 
strength to move forward.

Written by Megan Smiles, St Mary in the Valley

The Consecration of the St Mary in the Valley 
worship centre was a wonderful, God-given 
event. Held on Sunday 15th December 2024, 
we experienced the blessing of the 
permanent home of the Anglican church, 
South Tuggeranong at Calwell. The event 
also recognised the dedication and hard 
work of so many parishioners and clergy 
from its beginnings in 1983, which has 
continued throughout this journey.
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Following the return of the block of land to the 
ACT government, the acquisition of the Calwell block 
and a reassessment of parish borders, the parish 
had a new start in the quickly growing community. 
Architect John Nott designed the new parish centre, 
and the project was managed by Bruce Glendinning 
and Reverend Chris Short.

On 17th December 1994, the parish centre was opened 
and dedicated by Bishop George Browning.

The parish remains an important part of the 
South Tuggeranong community. Running an Op-Shop 
in the Calwell Centre, in conjunction with Anglicare, 
St Mary in the Valley is able to engage with the 
community in which it serves.

The Consecration was attended by Bishop John Stead, 
a host of clergy from within and outside the Diocese, 
MLAs from the ACT government as well as a large 
contingent of current and ex- parishioners.

The parish wishes to thank Bishop Mark for consecrating our parish centre and will take to heart his message 
in the sermon he gave. (A recording can be found here: www.smiv.org/sermons.)

A book, “A Short History of St Mary in the Valley” and a commemorative tea towel were produced for 
the consecration. Anyone wishing to obtain a book or tea towel should contact the SMiV office through 
the website: smiv.org.

http://www.smiv.org/sermons
http://www.smiv.org/contact
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Some 59 people came along to participate in this 
sad and also joyous occasion. Some of the people 
had been coming for years while for one person it 
was their first and last occasion. Ten (10) people 
from Sing Australia came along and entertained 
everyone with their selection of songs. 

This saw the end of 18-years of free morning 
cuppas provided to the community of Young 
in St John’s Church Hall. Dorothy Nash said she 
started this off after seeing it in operation in 
Scotland. “When we returned from Scotland we 
tried it out during the time of David Hill, the rector 
then. His wife Barbara and I started off with five 
people and it never looked back.”

It was clear that it was a success early on 
with regulars coming along. Some of those 
people made enduring friendships courtesy of 
coming there. Sometimes carers came along 
with the people they were looking after. It was 
also apparent that many people really looked 
forward to those times together.

“It was a difficult decision to cease but after 
18-years it was time to give up,” said Dorothy. 
“We shall miss the friendship and company of 
people we have met over the years. We think 
we have provided something like 28,000 cups 
over that time and also we raised something 
over $15,000 from the sale of jams. Some of 
this bought amenities for the hall and most 
went to Bush Church Aid which is an Anglican 
Australian Mission.”

Morning Cuppa 
Ends at St John’s
Written by Rob Nash, St John’s Young

The photo taken at the conclusion of morning shows Alison Foreman, 
Neil Percival, Rob Nash, Chris Bragg, Dorothy Nash and Kaylene Windsor.

What a great occasion it was when 
the community said goodbye to 
community Wednesday Morning 
Cuppas, an Outreach Program, 
on Wednesday 4th December. 

“Goodbye and we wish our Wednesday people all the very best”

Over the years there had been many helpers, the late 
Margaret Kite was there on Day One and helped until she 
was no longer able to help. The Ledgers–Peter and Lyn–
helped for many years. Chris Bragg and family provided 
many dozens of eggs and Chris’s beautiful biscuits were 
much enjoyed over the years. The final team was Dorothy 
and Rob Nash, Bev Cameron, Russel Troth and Brett Schiller. 
“To all those helpers I am deeply indebted” said Dorothy.

It progressively built up taking up the whole church hall on 
Wednesdays for many years. We were inoperative during 
the worst of COVID and looking back perhaps we never 
recovered from those times. At its peak it averaged 55 
people sometimes going up to 65 on special occasions. 

On the final day there were messages of support from 
Rev David Hill and Rev Ian Marshall who had been rectors 
during its operation. Cr Alison Foreman came along 
representing our Mayor. Dorothy Nash as Convenor of 
the Morning Cuppas briefly reviewed the life of Morning 
Cuppas and thanked all for their contribution. In particular 
she mentioned Mrs Chris Bragg who had been a very 
early helper. The Rector, Neil Percival, thanked Dorothy 
and her helpers for all their work over so many years. 
Ms Alison Foreman representing Hilltops Council paid 
tribute to Dorothy and her helpers and thanked everyone 
for supporting the morning by coming along. Sing Australia 
ended the day with the Maoris Farewell.

“Goodbye and we wish our Wednesday people all the very 
best” concluded Dorothy.
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While still finding her feet in her role as 
Gordon Community Centre Chaplain, 
Skye Coats is approaching the challenge 
with faith and patience.

Drawn to the position for its vision to connect 
community work with community need, and the 
opportunity to have meaningful discussions with 
community members, Skye has begun laying the 
groundwork for genuine engagement with both 
participants and volunteers. 

“Coming into chaplaincy I thought I would have more 
deep conversations with people, and that would be 
primarily what I did”, explained Skye. “However, I’ve 
realised that is a small part of what I do so far and the 
majority of it is being a welcoming person, integrating 
into what happens here, and building up trust 
and relationships.”

Run in partnership between the Lanyon Valley Anglican 
Church and Anglicare, the Gordon Community Centre 
provides emergency food relief to local individuals 
and families, offers a variety of programs including 
playgroup, craft and fitness sessions and free 
community lunches. It is also co-located with social 
enterprise café, Little Luxton.

Working within this type of community hub model was 
appealing for Skye. “I liked the idea of the church being 
partnered with Anglicare, and of doing community work 
where people who aren’t connected with the church 
are—in a space where they have opportunities to meet 
with Christian people”, she said. “I think it is a tangible 
way for the church to be involved in the community.”

In her previous role as Youth and Children’s Worker at 
Saint Mary’s in the Valley, Skye was focused mainly on 
developing programs for children, and her chaplaincy-
style interactions were based around families and other 
women in the church. While her new position is more 
adult-focused, the centre’s playgroup sessions are 
understandably a highlight for her. “I’ve enjoyed being 
part of playgroup and seeing that develop as people 
become more trusting of my presence there”, she said. 

Another highlight for Skye has been expanding the 
centre’s Friday Coffee & Chat sessions. “Given that 
we have a nice community lunch here once a month, I 
thought it would be good to have more regular things 
on a Friday that people can link in with”, she explained, 
“and the idea of sharing a skill or a passion with one 
another brings a deeper sense of connection than a 
surface chat. It is an opportunity for different people to 
be drawn in who are not already involved or to meet 
more regularly for those who are”. This is something 
that Skye and the team hope to develop further in the 
year ahead. 

Along with the centre’s many volunteers, Skye works 
closely with Rose Flintoff, the Centre Coordinator and 
Archdeacon Jonathan Holt. “I’ve enjoyed getting to 
know the volunteers. I’ve been really impressed by them, 
and I’ve also enjoyed working with Rose and Jonathan 
and having a team environment,” she said.

While Skye still looks forward to engaging in more 
meaningful and inspiring conversations, she values the 
connections she has already made, and has faith that 
she is in this role for a reason. “I guess I am just trusting 
that God will use this opportunity to make an impact in 
the community and share His good news with others”, 
she said. “I think I just have to be patient with that and 
follow His leading and be okay with things not being 
straightforward and not being obvious as to what each 
day will hold.”

Gordon Community Centre’s 
new Chaplain, Skye Coats

Getting to Know
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Stromlo Forest Anglican College

On 11th December 2024, Stromlo Forest 
Anglican College passed another milestone 
in its development with the groundbreaking 
ceremony being held on site in Wright, ACT.
The ceremony was a lovely occasion, marking the start of 
construction just before the Christmas break. Civil works are 
now underway, already making impressive progress. This was 
a special moment not only for the future of the school but for 
the wider community and Anglican education. Education is a 
key mission focus for the Diocese and the structure enables 
partnerships to be developed between schools and parishes.

Pictured for the turning of the sod (left to right) is Lorraine 
Lenthall (AIDF Chair), Bishop Mark Short & Mr Andy Gordon 
(Stromlo Forest Anglican College Foundation Principal).

Anglican Education

The Anglican Diocese of Canberra 
and Goulburn is one of 23 within the 
Anglican Church of Australia and 
encompasses a diverse and vast region, 
including the entire ACT and parts 
of south-eastern New South Wales, 
ranging from Wagga Wagga in the 
west to Marulan in the north and the 
Far South Coast. Each area within the 
Diocese has its own unique history and 
sense of community. The first Anglican 
School in Canberra was Canberra 
Girls Grammar School in 1926 and 
the proposed opening year of Stromlo 
Forest Anglican College will be exactly 
100-years since that date.

The Stromlo Forest Anglican College is a visionary educational 
project that aims to offer a comprehensive ‘through-school’ 
education from infants to college level (ELC + K to 12), 
emphasising community integration, sustainability, and 
First Nations involvement. The locale allows for a visible 
connection to the surrounding community and the natural 
environment, fostering a sense of harmony and engagement. 
It expresses our commitment to developing welcoming 
communities where people from diverse backgrounds can 
encounter the love and truth of Jesus.

Once completed, the proposed development will comprise of 
5 buildings that spreads across the 5-hectare site:

	† Single storey ELC
	† 4-storey Junior school
	† 5-storey Senior school

	† 4-storey College building
	† Single storey Gymnasium

The proposal will also include a variety of community 
facilities for hire by various stakeholders for a wide range 
of activities including:

	† Gymnasium
	† Oval
	† Campus Commons
	† Music Room
	† Arts Rooms
	† Tech Rooms (timber, 

metal & design)

	† Vocational Education 
(food tech)

	† Cricket Nets
	† Hard Courts
	† School Library
	† Early Learning Area
	† School Admin Facilities 

(i.e. meeting rooms)

Groundbreaking Ceremony

About the School
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Artists Impressions 

Artists Impressions 

The consideration of students, staff, and the broader 
community at each stage of development underscores 
the school’s commitment to providing an inclusive and 
nurturing learning environment. The overall project 
showcases an innovative approach to education, 
sustainability, and community involvement, making 
Stromlo Forest Anglican College a promising institution 
for future students and the community it serves.

The development of Stromlo Forest Anglican College 
is planned in six stages. The first stage involves the site 
preparation, bulk earthworks, site infrastructure and 
the construction of the 116 place ELC. Subsequent 
stages include the construction of the remaining school 
buildings and additional facilities. The program aims to 
have the first Stage opening at the commencement of 
the 2026 academic year.

The Journey

Enquires
Find out more about the schools development or make an enrolment 
enquiry using the form on the website and our friendly enrolments 
team will be in touch.

Get in Touchwww.stromlo.act.edu.au

https://enrol.stromlo.act.edu.au/enquiry
https://www.instagram.com/stromloforestanglicancollege/?igsh=OTByNHhlb2RicWU0#
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61572517071296
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Engaging the city created to serve the nation 

Her ninety-year-old eyes brightened, her voice pitched 
up and the stories started spilling over our tea. 

I wasn’t ready for such gushing joy—all I had done was 
ask a nice old lady after church how she came to begin 
her career as a public servant in Canberra. 

She could hardly stop talking about the army of the 
best and brightest, coming to start departments from 
nothing, of sleeping in rough boarding houses, of 
building a great capital and serving a great nation. 

Could such service bring joy? 

A shocking thought. 

But it confirmed what I was hearing about 
service and joy in the corridors where I work, 
St Mark’s National Theological Centre. 

One faculty member here is kind of an expert in 
service—and the way God empties himself to serve. 
Her name is Dr Service. 

That’s Dr Service, to you

I’m not joking, that is literally her name. 

I stopped Dr Jacqueline Service here in the corridor 
one day to see what I could learn. Jacqui explained that 
the Christian idea of service comes from the way God 
empties himself, in the Trinity, and to us. 

There is a special word for it: “kenosis.” She explains 
that “just as the spirit completes and perfects the 
Trinity life, so the spirit draws humanity into the 
enriching kenosis of divine life and refashioned 
humanity after the likeness of God.” 

It’s from this emptying, apparently, that we get to be 
filled up with God. Which is where the joy comes in. 

Written by Matt Busby Andrews. Matt is a Community Builder at St Mark’s National Theological Centre.

Jacqui Service (in white) with some faculty and staff of St Mark’s 

Reviving the Heart of Service
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And I suspect that is what my 90-year-old friend found, 
when she came to Canberra to serve. 

She wasn’t the only one. 

I was wrong about Hilda 

One door down the 
corridor at St Mark’s 
you’ll find Dr Michael 
Gladwin (pictured) 
who is passionate 
about Anglican 
servants, especially 
Hilda and Robert 
Garran. They moved 
to Canberra in 1927. 

Robert had some fame because he helped write the 
constitution and, as secretary to the Attorney-General 
in Melbourne, had become the very first public 
servant of the Commonwealth. Also, because he was 
ridiculously tall. 

Yet Hilda was the more famous in this city. 

Michael told a bunch of us recently that Hilda was, 
“A devoted teacher and social worker, an active member 
of the St John’s Church Women’s Guild. But she also sat 
on committees of the Canberra Girls Grammar School, 
the YWCA, the Canberra Society of Arts and Literature, 
the Canberra Musical Society, and was president of the 
Canberra Croquet Club.” 

“She was more famous, however, for welcoming almost 
every new resident in the fledgling city of Canberra, and 
for ‘stalking’ newcomers on buses, later pursuing them 
with gift baskets of fresh produce!” 

Naturally, I concluded that, with this much exertion 
and—frankly—unfunded service, in her private life, 
Hilda alternated between resentment, bitterness, 
burnout and stupor. 

But that’s where my 21st century thinking was wrong. 

Hilda’s open home and tireless hospitality, along with 
her ‘frank and open nature’, genuine friendliness, and 
‘gracious humility,’ was credited with creating a sense 
of neighbourliness and community in early Canberra. 
At least, that’s what Michael says, and he’s an award-

winning historian.

Robert had deep roots 

So maybe it was Robert who was the mean recluse? 

Nope. People who knew Robert, knew him as joyful. 
One ANU academic says, 

“The Commonwealth 
was fortunate in having 
through so much of its 
early history the services 
of such a man—superbly 
intelligent, with great 
practical commonsense, 
a Christian both in moral 
rectitude and in loving-
kindness, selfless, devoid 
of any faintest touch of 
arrogance, priggishness or 
conceit, with a sense both 
of humour and of fun.” 

Where did the joy come from? It seems to have been 
some kind of kenosis. The successor to Garran’s own 
job, Kenneth Bailey, said that Garran’s serene state had 
deep roots, “the roots of a never obtruded, but vital, 
religious faith”. 

The Garrans, who are both buried at St John’s Reid, 
where they worshipped, tapped into something deep. 
And enabled them to serve with joy. 

Serving when its twilight 

Perhaps all this faith-service-and-joy thing is a last 
century thing. Maybe it disappeared with the pipes and 
gloves and booming government departments. And 
surely it disappears when really dark things happen. 

I decided to do a survey of two and reached out to a 
couple of St Mark’s graduates. 

I started with Ben Boland. Ben is a St Mark’s graduate 
who serves older Australians in rural Queensland as a 
chaplain, especially in aged care. The work he does is 
not easy either. 

“In Australia the average stay in a residential care 
facility is less than eight months. I’ve been in Chaplaincy 
in aged care for 15 years so that means I’ve buried 
five congregations.” 

Robert Garran, Secretary to the 
Attorney General, 1931 

Hilda Garran as a 
young woman with 
two friends.

Chaplain 
Ben 
Boland, 
meeting 
with 
John 
Tunis.
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So, what keeps him going? What does he draw on, 
so he can keep filling others up? Ben explained: 

“I actually find the hardest thing in Ministry is self-care. 
My job is all about heart but I need some head stuff 
in there just to keep me going. St Mark’s was really 
critical in introducing me to the age care literature—
and theological literature.” 

“I wouldn’t still be in Pastoral Ministry, at least as 
a Chaplain, if it wasn’t for St Mark’s. I think it’s an 
awesome college. I think it’s in a special space.” 

Serving when it’s very dark 

But let’s go to a darker place, and see if this talk of 
theology and service still holds up—by talking with 
Andrew Nixon. 

Andrew is just completing his service as a Senior 
Chaplain with NSW police and is about to begin a new 
role coordinating an embedded chaplaincy service at 
Veterans Affairs. 

I contacted him to ask 
whether doing theology 
makes any difference 
when serving. As it 
turned out, Andrew 
had just been called 
about a nasty homicide. 
It occurred around the 
corner from his family 
home. 

Andrew later told me, “I got a call to come in to support 
those first on the scene where they performed CPR to try 
to revive the victim”. 

Dark indeed. 

But for Andrew, supporting others in chaos and 
darkness is possible — when there’s something 
solid underneath. 

He’s studied and worked in theological colleges, not 
just St Marks, and he says they’ve given him, “a firm 
foundation in the midst of great uncertainty. Something 
solid and unchanging when all around is a big mess. 
That God our father is in absolute control of all things 
as he works his purposes out and absolutely loves his 
children in spite of all we do.” 

What about joy? Can there still be joy in work contexts 
where murders happen? Do they strip you of joy? 
Andrew says “Well, it strips you of a lot. Strips you 
of a belief in that justice will always prevail. It strips 
you of the idea that the world is a place of health 
and happiness.” 

But remarkably, those emptying experiences actually 
bring Andrew back to a place of joy. “It absolutely forces 
you back to the foundation of what is true. The things 
God wants us to know and tells us in his word. The plan 

he has in train to set all to rights forever. And that IS 
actually the very definition of joy.” 

Andrew is a Reserve Navy chaplain too. So I ain’t going 
to argue with him. 

Can we restart Canberra’s heart? 

Canberra is one city in the country, created to serve 
the nation. But it doesn’t seem to have the joy that my 
90-year-old friend described. In fact, 40% of adults in 
the ACT today experience loneliness, the highest rate in 
the country. 

Hilda and Robert found an ability to serve by drawing 
on a well that will never run out. Ben and Andrew are 
serving in hard places, and—by emptying themselves 
and filling up on Christ—experiencing joy. And it gives 
me a lot of joy to know they found it at the place I work, 
St Mark’s. 

Andrew Nixon with Veterans 
Affairs Deputy Commissioner 
for NSW/ACT, Sonia Gregory.

Parliament House landscape development with horse teams. Image 
courtesy of the National Archives of Australia. NAA: A3560, 863.

St Mark’s campus, beneath the great cross, in Barton, just south 
of Parliament.
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Across the holidays I read the latest title 
by a theologian whose work I’ve studied 
and admired for years. With a sub-title 
like “Reimagining Christian Political Duty” 
it had the potential to be polemical and 
volatile, especially after a year like the last. 
Instead, it did what theology does at its best: 
remind me of the gospel.
Mortal Goods by Ephraim Radner is ultimately an 
extended reflection on the question that fuels all 
philosophy and haunts human existence: what makes 
for a good life. The answer upends the false and 
pervasive metrics that govern and enslave us.

What makes our lives good is not what we achieve or 
cause or produce. Nor is it one that meets the standard 
held out by our parents or places of work or social 
platforms. Our lives are given as gifts to be returned 
to their Maker in kind. And what makes this especially 
good news is that it means there is nothing, not even 
death itself - in fact, especially death itself - that can get 
in the way of living our lives as an offering to God.

Here’s Radner from the last pages (spoiler alert):

“A good life, the best life, is a life that can somehow…
in the short arc of our existence…depict a reception, a 
thanks, an offering. My great hope is that you be free 
to do this, something that is possible in any context, 
in any mode of work, with any amount of money, in 
the company of any person, in any community and its 
politics, in any year or age. For neither context, work, 
money, company, politics, year, or age defines the gift 
of life that God gives us; neither context, work, money, 
politics, year, or age makes a person better or worse. 
The value of life is instead very ordinary, very normal.” 
(Ephraim Radner, Mortal Goods, 223-224)

It’s the medium of the everyday, not measures of 
‘success’ or ‘progress’, that make for a beautiful life. 
And this means a life of beauty actually includes - rather 
than avoids or overcomes - the limits, disappointments, 
failures, and pains that we inevitably encounter in the 
course of our days.

May 2025 be a year of embracing even that which is 
apart from your plans or beyond your control in order 
to seize and relish the beauty that is the gift of your life, 
right now.

Mortal Goods: 
Reimagining Christian 
Political Duty

Book Review

Written by Amy J. Erickson, Lecturer in Theology & Ethics at St Mark’s National Theological Centre
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Diocesan Climate Change 
Action Plan

AVA I L A B L E  N O WAVA I L A B L E  N O W

Read our Action Plan

Click to view website

N E WS
Care for Creation

Monday 17 -  
Sunday 23 March 2025

https://anglicancg.org.au/care-for-creation
https://diolog.anglicands.org.au/intranet/documents/2218/26040/ADCG%20Climate%20Change%20Action%20Plan.pdf
https://anglicancg.org.au/care-for-creation/
https://www.cleanup.org.au/cleanupaustraliaday
https://www.harmony.gov.au/
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SHARE YOUR STORY!ARE YOU OR YOUR PARISH TAKING 
STEPS TO CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION?

Whether its a community garden,  
a sustainability initiative, or an environmental 
advocacy project, we want to hear from you!

Email us:

anglicannews@anglicancg.org.au

     

Join the
Biggest Hour
for Earth
Switch off. Give an hour for Earth.

8.30pm 22nd March
earthhour.org

© Getty Images / WWF-Australia

mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
https://www.cleanup.org.au/schoolprize
https://www.earthhour.org.au/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAqL28BhCrARIsACYJvkdA8z5WWEaQTJfuR_Cu5ZPLeKVb2M9NEorqvoX0vQnRDn7qHM2kGIQaAu79EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/
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As I prepared to write this article, I went to pour a glass 
of wine. When I returned to my study, my television had 
turned itself on. In a black and white movie, the actor 
was playing a violin, surrounded by children singing, 
‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.’ I immediately retold the 
story to my local padre, an Anglican priest and army 
chaplain who leads our RSL services. He remarked that it 
was clearly a sign that I must not be a doubter and that I 
must tell my story truly and well.

I was not Christened as a child. My parents wanted me 
to make my own choices. When I discovered my father’s 
Book of Common Prayer in the linen press one day when 
I was about seven, I demanded of my mother, ‘What is 
this and why wasn’t I told?’

A few months later, a lady knocked on our door. ‘Would 
like you to know about God?’ she asked. As my mother 
replied with an emphatic ‘No!’ I jammed my foot in the 
door and said ‘Yes, I would’. We sat on the fence out 
the front and she explained Genesis to me. It was the 
beginning of a quest for knowledge about religion and 
later, theology. Eventually, I would learn the importance 
of tradition, but only after much ‘gnashing of teeth’.

Whenever we had ‘Religion’ at school, I referred to 
myself as a ‘non-sectarian’ and sat outside on the 
verandah with the Buddhist kid. We pretty much read 

while we waited for everyone else to do whatever they 
did in ‘Religion’ class.

In high school, we were required to attend ‘Religion’ 
class unless we had a note to excuse us. Long story 
short, I went up to the woman in charge of ‘Religion’ 
and I said to her, ‘Look, you know I don’t want to be 
here, and I know that you don’t want me to be here. 
All I want to do is to go to the Music Block and play my 
saxophone. Either you give me a note excusing me from 
Religion, or I will make you beg me to go.’ 

I wasn’t joking, and she knew it. I had two extra hours 
each week to practice playing my sax. I was so self-
assured. Ignorance really is bliss.

Years later, I woke up one morning and looked at the 
ceiling and said to myself, ‘I either change my life or 
end it today’. (I didn’t know then that my thinking 
had precedent in the Stoics and Albert Camus’ Myth 
of Sisyphus. The late literary critic Harold Bloom 
wrote that such original moments that prove to be 
unoriginal remind us of our individual connection to the 
greater society.) 

I hated my job (it was a good job but I wanted more). 
My father said my problem was that ‘I was never 
satisfied’, and I responded as any working-class kid 
would back then, ‘Der!’ 

Our Anglican tradition,  
and a possum for good measure
Written by Dr Michael de Percy

Sir Galahad window at St Edmund’s, Gunning
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So, I joined the army.

Religion, however, would not leave me alone. From my 
unwashed upbringing, I learnt the importance of our 
traditions.

My first military parade was a church parade. I recall my 
first thought, ‘What’s this? I thought I was going to learn 
how to fight!’

Later, at a family reunion held in Gunnedah, I discovered 
that my great-great grandfather was a sergeant-
major leading the Guyra Corps of the Salvation Army, 
circa 1892. It made sense why my grandfather would 
enthusiastically make me buy copies of The War Cry 
whenever the Salvos came to the RSL.

When I exceeded all expectations and was accepted 
into the Royal Military College, Duntroon, I decided to 
become an adherent of the Salvation Army. I didn’t want 
to have my religion as ‘Nothing’ (there are no atheists in 
foxholes) on my dog tags (to use the US moniker). I also 
dedicated my two sons, not wanting them to suffer my 
own lack of direction provided by my, well, let’s just say 
‘bohemian’ and ‘libertarian’ parents.

When I left the regular army, and honouring my family’s 
tradition, I ended up becoming a local officer of the 
Salvation Army. In addition to mediocre performances 
in roles such as the Red Shield Appeal coordinator and 
the local disaster relief counsellor, I excelled as the 
Songster leader and Deputy Bandmaster. Maybe there 
was a plan for all that saxophone practice.

One Clean Up Australia day Sunday, I had several local 
‘homeless’ lads who were now going to school and had 
cleaned up their act and were due to have their pictures 
in the paper with a local councillor presenting them 
with outdoor equipment for use on weekends. I was 
promptly told that I had to abandon the event because 
I was required at church on Sunday. I resigned that day 
and drank a beer for the first time in years that night. 
The kids went back to their old ways.

Given my libertarian leanings, I hate bureaucracy 
when it loses its raison d’être. I returned to my family’s 
Anglican tradition (even though they were Salvos, they 
were all officially Anglicans) and brought my lads with 
me. It was much easier to be ‘relaxed and comfortable’ 
as an Anglican. That has not stopped me exploring 
theology.

However, after cleaning up my study recently, I walked 
in to find my cat had gone on a religious rampage. All 
my crucifixes and a figurine of a Korean priest had been 
knocked off the mantelpiece and were banged up or in 
pieces. He had gone into the fireplace and black soot 
footprints were everywhere. A while back, I had read 
the Qur’an and the Book of Hadith while this cat sat 
draped over my arms. It had me wondering.

The next night, I heard a commotion in my study and 
found everything I had repaired was once again strewn 
about. It wasn’t a cat, but a possum that had come 
down the chimney. I was livid. I grabbed my snake 
relocator (a post hole shovel) but it was not to be. A 
clash of values was imminent.

For me, my home is my castle and ‘the state’ stops at my 
front door. Rodents are not welcome either.

But under threat of estrangement, I was not able to 
‘relocate’ the possum. My girlfriend, who has a set of 
gloves specifically for bravely moving lizards and other 
animals off roadways, insisted that she would capture it 
in a cat box, and we would relocate it properly.

My study was duly ransacked by the possum jumping 
around the room like a – well, a wild possum. I refused 
to ‘grab it by the tail and put it in the box.’ I also insisted 
that if I could not exercise my values and ‘relocate’ the 
possum my way, my girlfriend should exercise hers and 
coax the possum into the cat box. 

Hours later, her talent for creating good karma meant 
she had succeeded. Hours later still, with the possum 
properly relocated, my study was returned to some 
semblance of order.

I was pleased to know my faithful cat was not an 
extremist nor had he succumbed to the possum-devil. 
I was also impressed by my girlfriend’s persistence in 
doing what she thought was right. Which brings me to 
my point.

The Ancient Stoics permeate the Anglican tradition. 
They taught that happiness rests on our ability to see 
what is within our control and what is not. If it’s not in 
our control, then one should view external events as 
opportunities to practice our virtues. One should also 
not leave one’s happiness contingent upon ‘things’ that 
can be broken, stolen, or taken from us. (Lest a wild 
possum should enter one’s study, for example.) But as 
Jesus said, ‘It is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God’.

Although not a planned part of this story, the wild 
possum proved to be a case in point.

Moreover, in my local Anglican church, there is a 
stained-glass window depicting Sir Galahad, the 
God-fearing knight of Arthurian legend and son of Sir 
Lancelot. In the Anglican tradition, Sir Galahad is often 
used to represent those who gave the ultimate sacrifice 
in wartime.

While Jordan Peterson, Tony Abbott, and Greg Sheridan 
have been prominent Catholic apologists, Sir Niall 
Ferguson is one of a few emerging apologists for the 
Anglican tradition. Like Peterson, Ferguson is returning 
to his faith through his wife’s inspiration. It is timely that 
our Anglican traditions are revived in Australia, too.
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In a 2003 New York Times article, Ferguson attributed 
the decline in Protestantism in Western Europe, and 
hence the Protestant work ethic, to Europe’s poor 
productivity compared with the United States.

While the Anglican tradition in the United States 
materialised as the Episcopal Church following the 
American Revolution, the Order of Sir Galahad was 
established in Boston in 1896 to ‘serve the boyhood 
of the Parish and thus to increase the Manhood of the 
Church’. The New World embraced what the Old World 
had forgotten.

Regrettably, identity politics has infiltrated the Anglican 
tradition in Australia, and the meaning of the stained-
glass window depicting Sir Galahad is disappearing 
as are our remaining second world war veterans. 
Christians are disappearing in Australia, too.

According to Statista, Australia’s ‘dominant Christian 
identity appears to be shifting’ with almost as many 
people claiming to have no religious affiliation as those 
identifying as Christians.

Indeed, identity politics and its focus on diversity of 
identity may well bring about Australia’s productivity 
downfall as it has done in Western Europe. However, 
it is the wrong way to approach diversity, for which 
Christianity has remedy.

In 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, Paul wrote:

Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 
And there are differences of administrations, but the 
same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, but it 
is the same God which worketh all in all.

Diversity of gifts and in ways of doing work well within a 
framework that supports the common good. But living 
in a vacuum is not freedom, it is chaos. Or as Thomas 
Hobbes (his father was a vicar in the Church of England) 
wrote, ‘solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short’. 

Like our values, we must exercise our Anglican 
traditions and bring a sense of order back to our 
communities. We must not allow the proverbial possum 
to run rampant and destroy our past. We must use it or 
lose it.

Notes: No rodents or any other animals were harmed or treated illegally in the making of this story. 

This article first appeared on The Spectator Australia website and is reproduced here with the author’s permission.

About the Author: Dr Michael de Percy @FlaneurPolitiq is a political scientist and political commentator. He is a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, a Chartered Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport (CILTA), 
and a Member of the Royal Society of NSW. He is Managing Editor of the Journal of Telecommunications and the 
Digital Economy, Chairman of the ACT and Southern NSW Chapter of CILTA, and a member of the Australian Nuclear 
Association. Michael is a graduate of the Royal Military College, Duntroon and was appointed to the College of 
Experts at the Australian Research Council in 2022. All opinions in this article are the author’s own and are not 
intended to reflect the views of any other person or organisation.

https://www.spectator.com.au/2025/01/our-anglican-tradition-and-a-bit-with-a-possum/
https://x.com/FlaneurPolitiq
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St Mark’s Theology Reading Discussion

Semester 1 2025
12:30–1:30PM, Tuesdays 

Pickard Room, St Mark’s campus & zoom (email below for link)

Contact: Amy Erickson, aerickson@csu.edu.au 

The Cappadocians

Join us as we discuss a selection of writings from Basil of 
Caesarea (330-379), his brother Gregory of Nyssa (335-
394), and their friend Gregory of Nazianzus (329-390). 
Known also as the Cappadocians (for their cave-studded 
homeland of Cappadocia, in what is now central 
Turkey), their writings advanced Nicene Trinitarianism 
on the one hand while laying the bedrock for 
monasticism on the other. Writing in Greek, we could 
credit this small, familial group (and also sister Macrina) 
for marrying orthodoxy and orthopraxy, setting the 
theological and ecclesial infrastructure that continues 
to shape the church of both the East and West.

Select readings will be provided as email attachments 
according to copyright restrictions; please email below 
to be placed on the distribution list.

MARCH 

BASIL OF CAESAREA

APRIL 

GREGORY OF NYSSA

MAY 

GREGORY OF NAZIANZUS

https://www.britannica.com/place/Cappadocia

https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2016/01/01/100003-
saint-basil-the-great-archbishop-of-caesarea-in-

cappadociaCappadocia

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/
Gregory_of_Nyssa.jpg

https://catholicharboroffaithandmorals.com/St.%20
Gregory%20Nazianzen.html

*While this discussion group is primarily for St Mark’s faculty and students, it is also open 

to interested members of the community. Please email above.*

mailto:aerickson%40csu.edu.au?subject=The%20Cappadocians
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Clergy News
	† The Venerable Grant Bell been appointed as Acting Priest-in-Charge of Adelong and 

Tarcutta Parishes from 1 February 2025.

	† The Reverend Christine Cargill was inducted and licensed as the Rector of 
St Philip’s O’Connor on 16 January 2025.

	† The Reverend Kenneth Day has been licensed as Assistant Priest in the Parish of 
South Wagga Anglican Church from 20 January 2025.

	† The Right Reverend Trevor Edwards has been appointed as Locum Rector Curtin 
Parish from 2 February 2025.

	† The Reverend Anna Krebs will conclude her time as Assistant Priest in 
Canberra Parish on 9 February 2025.

	† The Right Reverend Richard Lewers has been licensed as Locum Rector Wanniassa 
parish from 18 January 2025 to 27 July 2025. 

	† The Reverend Rick Lewis has had his licence as Acting Priest-in-Charge of Boorowa 
extended for two years from 27 February 2025 to 31 December 2026.

	† The Reverend Ben Paton has been appointed as Rector of Kaleen-Giralang-Lawson 
from 12 February 2025.

	† The Reverend Gus Robinson was re-elected by his peers as Area Dean of 
South Canberra Deanery on 16 December 2024.

	† The Reverend Nathanael Thierry has his licence expanded to include Priest of 
Collector Exploratory Ministry (in addition to Assistant Priest - Parish of Hawker and 
Chaplain - Bill McKenzie Gardens and The Canberra Hospital) 3on 30 November 2024. 

Authority to Officiate
	† The Reverend Paul Baxter had his Authority to Officiate renewed for 3 years 

from 28 January 2025.

	† The Reverend Robyn Baxter had her Authority to Officiate renewed for 3 years 
from 28 January 2025.

	† The Reverend (Christoper) James Butt had his Authority to Officiate renewed for 
3 years from 19 December 2024.

	† The Reverend Kenneth King was granted an Authority to Officiate for 3 years 
from 12 December 2024.

	† The Reverend Guy Matthews was granted an Authority to Officiate for 3 years 
from 25 January 2025.

	† The Reverend Desmond McGuire had his Authority to Officiate renewed for 3 years 
from 11 November 2024.

	† The Reverend Canon Bill Pryce had his Authority to Officiate renewed for 3 years 
from 10 December 2024.

	† The Reverend Andrew Sempell was granted an Authority to Officiate for 3 years 
from 19 December 2024.

	† The Reverend Thomas Slockee had his Authority to Officiate renewed for 3 years 
from 19 December 2024.
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Locums
	† The Reverend Canon Paul Black has been 

licensed as Locum Rector of Hackett Parish 
(part time) on 3 February 2025 (effective from 
27 January 2025).

	† The Reverend Wendy Bloomfield has been 
appointed as Locum Rector of Cobargo Parish 
from 24 February 2025.

	† The Reverend Jane Foulcher has been appointed 
as Locum Rector of Braidwood Parish from 
2 February 2025.

Inductions
	† The Reverend Ben Paton will be inducted as the 

Rector of St Simon’s Kaleen-Giralang-Lawson on 
12 February 2025 at 7pm.

Resignations
	† The Reverend Anna Krebs has resigned as 

Assistant Priest, Parish of Canberra, effective on 
9 February 2025.

	† The Reverend Christopher Murray has resigned 
as Deacon Assistant, Parish of Canberra and 
Hospital Chaplain, effective from late February, 
to move to Queensland. 

	† The Right Reverend Carol Wagner has resigned as 
Director of Vocations from 23 February 2025 and 
will be issued with an Authority to Officiate. 

	† Ms Kia Wallwork resigned as Director of 
Embracing Ministries on 17 January 2025.
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E V E N T S
Upcoming

Save the Date
for Celebration 
24th April 2025
180 years since Rev E. G. Pryce 
travelled from Cooma NSW to 
Gippsland VIC to bring the Gospel

23rd April 2025 
Come to hear the story at 
St Paul’s Cooma NSW 
Evening Prayer at 6:30pm

27th April 2025
Commemorative Evensong Service 
St Paul’s Cathedral Sale VIC at 5pm

 The Anglican 
Historical 
Society is going 
to the Riverina

Members of the Anglican Historical Society will be visiting 
the Diocese of Riverina on a self-drive tour over the weekend 
15-16 March 2025.

The tour will begin on Saturday 15 March with morning tea at St Paul’s 
Anglican Church Temora. The group will then head west and cross 
the border into the Diocese of Riverina, arriving in Griffith in time for 
lunch. After visiting the Tourist Information Centre, there will be a 
visit to Calabria Vineyard for wine tasting and a tour. Dinner will be 
at a local restaurant with guest speakers the Rt Reverend Donald Kirk 
(Bishop of Riverina) and the Very Reverend Thomas Leslie (Dean of St 
Alban’s Cathedral).

On Sunday 16 March participants will attend Choral Eucharist at the 
Cathedral. There will be time for morning tea and a look around the 
Cathedral and diocesan offices before heading off to Leeton for lunch 
and a visit to St Peter’s Anglican Church. 

Everyone is welcome to participate in this tour. You do not have to be 
a member of the Anglican Historical Society. Participants are asked 
to book and pay for their accommodation and also pay for their own 
meals and other activities. 

If you would like to attend or would like more information, please 
contact Canon Anne Wentzel on annewentzel42@gmail.com or 
0429 680 010 who will answer your questions and send you a 
detailed itinerary.

https://about.csu.edu.au/community/accc/events/single/2024/multifaith-commonwealth-day-celebration
mailto:annewentzel42%40gmail.com?subject=
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SHARE YOUR UPCOMING EVENT WITH US!

Do you have an upcoming event in our Diocese? 

We’d love to help you spread the word. 

Event Submission

Email us at: anglicannews@anglicancg.org.au

To ensure its inclusion, we request to submit the event flyer at least 
one (1) month prior to the event date. 

All events will be advertised until the event has passed. Please note that late 
submissions may not be guaranteed placement.

Image by pikisuperstar on Freepik

5  M a r c h  2 0 2 5

4  M a rc h  2 0 2 5

Image by Freepik

mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
mailto:st.savioursretreat%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/watercolor-ash-wednesday_11602453.htm#fromView=keyword&page=1&position=27&uuid=a7395b94-698d-4e84-ae2a-75cf01c40992&query=Ash+Wednesday
https://www.freepik.com/free-vector/flat-shrove-tuesday-illustration_22603729.htm
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anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/positions-vacant/

VAC A NC I E S
Diocesan

www.anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/

Rector 
Wanniassa Parish

Rector 
Woden Parish

Rector 
Murrumburrah-Harden Parish

Rector 
Wagga Wagga Parish

Rector 
Southern Monaro Parish

Rector 
Curtin Parish

Rector 
Cooma Parish

Youth/Children’s Minister 
St Mary in the Valley, Calwell

SCAN THE  
QR CODE  
TO LEARN  

MORE & APPLY 
TODAY!

www.anglicare.com.au/careers

In partnership with the Anglican Church, 
Anglicare seeks to be a leading provider of 
community services by supporting individuals 
and families to hope, heal and thrive in all 
stages of life.

Want to join us and make a difference?
Applications are now open for a variety of 
roles across our region. Visit our website for 
more information or to apply today.

 
 
 

 

Wanniassa, ACT 

is seeking a 
CHILDREN’S & FAMILIES EVANGELIST & MINISTER 

St Matt’s is a large evangelical Anglican Church in the suburbs of Canberra.   We seek to 
be a people who are gripped by the Love of God, helping Strangers become Believers,  

Believers become Lovers, and Lovers to become Warriors for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The kids’ ministry is a fundamental part of our church’s mission, equipping the saints for 
gospel-centred works of service through… 

• overseeing a variety of children and families’ ministries,   
• equipping teams of leaders in those ministries, 
• discipling the young leaders, 
• helping parents in their most important role of raising children in the training and 

instruction of the Lord. 
 

Full-Time position, and some theological education would be preferable 
To commence January 2025 

For enquiries and to request a job description about this exciting opportunity: 

Email: office@stmattswanniassa.org.au   or 

Phone:  0410 609 552 

Applications close Friday 18 October, 2024 

 

 

 

Children’s Evangelist and Pastor 
St Matthew’s, Wanniassa

  
  
  
  
  

PPOOSSIITTIIOONN  VVAACCAANNTT    
VViiccaarr  //  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPrriieesstt,,  PPaarriisshh  ooff  SStt  PPaauull,,  MMaannuukkaa,,  CCaannbbeerrrraa  

  
We are praying for a new vicar (senior associate priest) who will have excellent communication and 
preaching skills, liturgical acumen, enthusiasm for community building, and be intellectually gifted. 
 
St Paul's is a principal church in the Australian capital city, Canberra. Parish life features a range of 
ministries and activities such as theological study and prayer groups, to pastoral care and visiting the sick, 
nursing home residents and house-bound, bellringing, music-making, seminars, refugee support, mission 
support, floral arranging, gardening, social groups and altar guild.  
 
St Paul’s is well-regarded throughout Canberra for its liturgy and sacred music program, which comprises 
a prep choir, 2 junior choirs, youth choristers and the adult parish and evensong choirs. Over 70 children 
are involved in this program alone. The parish is currently in the process of developing a new multi-million 
dollar centre for sacred music to support these ministries and to build opportunities for hospitality with 
community and professional music groups. 
 
We have a strong ministry team. There are nine honorary clergy (three women) as well as an Executive 
Officer, Director of Music, Choirs Manager, Junior Choirs Director, Children’s Worker and Verger/Head 
Server.  
 

WWhhaatt  wwee  ccaann  ooffffeerr    
• the opportunity to live out your priesthood in the context of a dynamic, culturally diverse, 

inclusive liberal catholic parish in the High Church tradition 
• a rich liturgical life, a rhythm of daily prayer, collegiality, and care 
• to journey in community with us as we love and serve God, others and the world 
• special opportunities: as there isn’t an Anglican cathedral in Canberra, St Paul’s defaults as the 

host of various diocesan as well as national liturgies and occasions (eg. state occasions such as 
the opening of the parliamentary year, services for the national church etc)  

• an energetic, generous, compassionate and intellectually rigorous congregation to offer, and 
the opportunity to join in the life of a parish that is growing and the opportunity to consolidate 
and build upon recent growth  

• location, location, location! We have a church site that enjoys a prominent location and is in 
vicinity of important institutions. Within the boundaries of the parish are Parliament House, a 
number of government departments, embassies, other institutions of State and national cultural 
institutions (the National Library, National Archives, National Gallery, National Portrait Gallery 
etc).  

Click to view all ADS Career Opportunities

http://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/positions-vacant/
https://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/
http://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-wanniassa-parish/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-woden/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-murrumburrah-harden/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-wagga-wagga/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-southern-monaro/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-curtin-parish/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-cooma-parish/
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fanglicancg.org.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FSMiV-Youth-Minister.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://anglicancg.org.au/childrens-evangelist-and-pastor-wanniassa/
https://www.stpaulsmanuka.org.au/positions-vacant/
https://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/

