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We can do this all kinds of ways. One is to reduce the 
resurrection to nothing but a metaphor. The resurrection 
is about the triumph of justice or the dignity of the 
victim or the affirmation of the overlooked.

Another way is to restrict the resurrection to me and 
my personal circumstances. The resurrection is about 
me and my search for meaning or about me and my 
post-mortem survival.

Either way, the resurrection becomes merely a 
confirmation of a truth, that we have come to expect 
or intuit on other grounds.

In the book of Acts the first Christians are accused of 
tuning the world upside down. Central to that accusation 
was their preaching of the resurrection. You don’t wear 
that accusation because you’ve been sharing a message 
that merely confirms existing assumptions.

You wear that accusation because your message 
represents an overturning of the existing order. 
That becomes apparent in Acts 13 as Paul and 
his companions announce the resurrection in 
Pisidian Antioch.

The resurrection is the reversal of a verdict
27 Because the residents of Jerusalem and their leaders did 
not recognize him or understand the words of the prophets 
that are read every Sabbath, they fulfilled those words by 
condemning him. 28 Even though they found no cause for 
a sentence of death, they asked Pilate to have him killed. 
29 When they had carried out everything that was written 
about him, they took him down from the tree and laid him 
in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead.

Luke’s gospel makes it clear that Jesus was condemned 
to death as a blasphemer and a pretender. 
A blasphemer because he wrongly claimed divine 
authority. A pretender because he wrongly claimed 
human authority.

On Good Friday that condemnation is actioned, 
that sentenced carried out, without it seems a single 
dissenting voice. Then the first Easter Sunday the one 
voice whose verdict really matters had its full and 
final say.

In the resurrection God declares Jesus to be the one with 
true divine and human authority, both Lord and Christ.

The resurrection is the fulfillment of a promise
32 And we bring you the good news that what God prom-
ised to our ancestors 33 he has fulfilled for us, their children.

There are many ways you could regard the unfolding 
story of our world.

You could regard it as a tragedy, a story of great 
beginnings undone by pride and misfortune. You could 
regard it as a comedy, a story of steady and certain 
progress towards a bright and better future. You could 
regard it as an irony, a story of how what is hidden is 
eventually unmasked.

But from the Christian point of view none of those 
options really captures what is happening, because 
they leave the author of the story out of the picture. In 
a worldview shaped by the Bible, we live in a time of 
promise and fulfilment.

So when Paul is striving to explain the significance of 
Jesus’ resurrection he turns to promises. He quotes 
words spoken hundreds of years earlier to or by or about 
David, the most famous of all the Kings of God’s people 
and declares that in Jesus those promises are fulfilled.

The resurrection is the offer of a gift
38 Let it be known to you therefore, brothers and sisters, that 
through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you; 
39 by this Jesus everyone who believes is set free from all those 
sins from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses.

It’s so easy to overlook the significance and the power of 
forgiveness, until we are the ones in the wrong trying to 
restore a relationship that seems broken beyond repair.

The Bible never takes forgiveness lightly or assumes 
that it is anything but hard and costly work. So much 
so that true forgiveness, true and lasting reconciliation 
takes nothing less than a death and a resurrection from 
the dead.

In a world that is often sceptical about authority, anxious 
about the future and confused about forgiveness the 
resurrection offers lasting hope and radical change. 

With prayers and blessings,

Bishop Mark

Reflection from Bishop Mark

It seems to me that even well-meaning believers can end up domesticating 
the resurrection, sizing it down to something more manageable.
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St Mark’s Review - Hope

Written by

connected with St Mark’s, our Diocese, 
and beyond.
A highlight is Dr Leisa Aitken’s keynote article on 
psychology and hope. In his preface, editor Michael 
Gladwin writes:

Drawing on her doctoral research on “the psychology 
of hope,” Aitken’s article contends that a crisis 
of meaning in an increasingly post-Christian 
West (not least Australia) is bringing with it a 
corresponding crisis of hope. She adds that while 
there are resources for defining and deploying hope 
across the Western tradition, the most insightful 
and constructive have been those of Christian 
theologians—in particular, “psychologically minded 
theologians” such as Thomas Aquinas, Søren 
Kierkegaard, and Jürgen Moltmann. This is the case 
regardless of whether hope applies to a “specialised” 
Christian hope in God, or to “the ‘common grace’ 
of immanent hope that all human beings need 
for flourishing.”

Out of this long and rich interdisciplinary 
conversation, Aitken identifies and helpfully unpacks 
four components of hope that have an urgent and 
powerful resonance for contemporary Australians: 
first, a mindset in which we articulate the full range 
of meaningful possibilities; second, being poised to 
act and coping well as we wait; third, a collaboration 
and thriving in trusting relationships; and finally, 
the feeling of hope from having eyes to see (and be) 
glimpses of our hopes.

There is much practical advice here on how to 
cultivate and nurture hopefulness, but the further 
value of Aitken’s research lies in her additional 
survey of everyday Australians’ sense of hope (or 
lack thereof). Here Aitken provides illuminating data 
on the current state of the Australian soul and, in 
turn, where there might be touchstones and possible 
openings for Gospel proclamation to Australians 
during the season of Hope25.

Hard copies of SMR can be purchased below: 

PURCHASE SMR ISSUE 266: HOPE

E-copies are available for $10 by contacting Dani at: 
danielle.linssen@stmarks.edu.au

The latest edition of St Mark’s Review 
explores the theme of hope, featuring 
contributions from theologians and clergy 

https://stmarks.edu.au/product/smr-issue-266-dec-2024-2-title-hope/
mailto:danielle.linssen%40stmarks.edu.au?subject=SMR%20Issue%20266%3A%20Hope


5AnglicanNews  Vol. 42 | No. 04  May 2025

Two Hope25 Kids Songs Congregational Hope25 Song

WATCH THE RECORDING HERE

Hope25 has recently 
announce two new 
Colin Buchanan 
children’s songs that 
were commissioned 
for Hope25. The 
songs are: “Wibbly 
Wobbly World” and 
“The Hope of the 
World is Jesus”. 

They are available 
on all major 
streaming platforms 
(with instrumental 
versions as well) as 
well as a YouTube 
lyric video. 

Click the image 
to access each 
platform options 
as shown.

Michael Dooley—a gifted Australian artist and 
composer—has created a beautiful piece of music 
for our Hope25 prayer, with the help of musicians 
from across the diocese. It’s designed for use in 
congregations and can be adapted for a band or choir.

The music score is available at the bottom of the 
YouTube link. Click the button to watch the recording. 

Heartbeat of Hope
A creative presentation of the gospel 
of Christ in music and spoken word.

8 vocalists. 10 piece band.
Music composed by Michael Dooley

Venue: St Matthew’s Anglican Church, Wanniassa. 
Date: 31st May 2025, 7 to 9 PM 
Cost: $15 adults. $10 concession. Family ticket $30 

Book through TryBooking  
https://www.trybooking.com/DBCJS

Proceeds from ticket sales will go to Anglican Aid’s  
emergency relief project in Democratic Republic of Congo.

Visit the Hope25 website

WWW.HOPE25.COM.AU

Heartbeat of Hope
A creative presentation of the gospel 
of Christ in music and spoken word.

8 vocalists. 10 piece band.
Music composed by Michael Dooley

Venue: St Matthew’s Anglican Church, Wanniassa. 
Date: 31st May 2025, 7 to 9 PM 
Cost: $15 adults. $10 concession. Family ticket $30 

Book through TryBooking  
https://www.trybooking.com/DBCJS

Proceeds from ticket sales will go to Anglican Aid’s  
emergency relief project in Democratic Republic of Congo.

HEARTBEAT OF HOPE PREVIEW VIDEO 
NOW AVAILABLE!
Click here to watch

https://found.ee/hopeforthewobblyworld
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-BzcS6A-1E
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1390108
http://www.hope25.com.au
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJgm3BQoD9Q
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Big things are 
happening in 
Canberra’s North

A little more than 12 months ago St Paul’s Ginninderra 
made the difficult decision to leave their long-term 
rented accommodation which had become 
unaffordable.

The obvious question of where to, did not have obvious 
answers. However, God had prepared the way and 
through existing inter-parish relationships with the 
parishes of Holt and the Charnwood it became clear 
that the three parishes could not only work together 
but share resources in a new way.

Since August 2024 many of St Paul’s Ginninderra 
ministries have transferred to either St James’ Anglican 
Church Holt, St Barnabas’ Charnwood or St Michael and 
All Angels in Hall. 

At the same time the Ginninderra and Charnwood 
parishes explored the possibility of a formal merger. 
The merger was agreed by parishioners and Bishop-
in-Council, with the new “Hope Ginninderra Anglican 
Parish” beginning towards the end of February 2025.

“Hope Ginninderra Anglican Parish” 
beginning towards the end of 
February 2025. 

Alongside the ‘business’ of a merger has come almost 
immediate ministry growth.

	† Shared Sunday worship has brought a sense 
of renewal.

	† There is now a monthly Sunday school program 
called “Hope Kids” where there was none for 
several years.

	† Ministry teams have benefited from 
additional volunteers.

	† A dedicated, paid ‘Family, Youth and Children’s 
minister’ is now operating across the parishes of 
Hope Ginninderra and St James’ Holt.

Church services are fuller, morning tea is a great time 
of fellowship and there is a sense of opportunity and 
optimism as ‘new ministry ideas’ seem to be popping 
up everywhere.

And if God has not been generous enough with all of 
this there will soon be a ‘Ministry District’ comprising 
the parishes of St James’ Holt and Hope Ginninderra to 
equip and support parishioners in effective evangelism, 
discipleship and ongoing personal spiritual growth.

There will be more to come in this story, God has just 
begun to do a new work in us, for which we give Him 
the praise and the glory.

By Reverend Ken Rampling

Like many things that God births the last 12 months for the parishes of Ginninderra 
Anglican Parish and the Charnwood Anglican parish has been a mixture of running the 
river rapids and climbing to the mountaintops. 

Visit our website: www.hopeginninderra.org.au

https://hopeginninderra.org.au/
http://www.hopeginninderra.org.au
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South Coast Parish  
Opportunities
By Helen Bielenberg OAM

Have you thought of serving, ministering, 
or locuming in the South Coast? 
During the Easter season, my husband, Russell, had the 
joy of serving as locum in the Sapphire Coast Parish 
where the Rector was on leave. He took services at 
Christmas and again in February. I accompanied him, 
providing encouragement, support and pastoral care for 
all we met. 

Russell and I were able to renew some old friendships, 
and get to know some other folk, minister to them over 
these months and be loved by them. Russell was happy 
that he could provide the sacraments and other ministry. 
At two services, I gave my testimony, including about 
living with Russell, how he asked me to learn Spanish 
and later go to Spain to minister. The folk surprised me 
by clapping, later telling me they enjoy such testimonies. 

Being a parish priest and a ministry couple can be so 
mutually encouraging. We were certainly encouraged by 
seeing people respond to us and to be told what a great 
job we had done together. 

The readings on Passion Sunday, Good Friday and 
Easter Day allow for the whole story to be read 
from the Last Supper, Jesus’ betrayal and death to 
his resurrection. At two of the services, the long readings 
of the gospels were shared by three people who were 
good readers. One parishioner commented that he 
had valued hearing all of the story, and Russell was 
thanked for the clear sermon on Easter Day. One of the 
people giving us positive feedback told us they were not 
a believer.

The Reverend Wendy Bloomfield is also locuming, but 
in the parish of Cobargo, where there is no rector at this 
time. Mid-week, we caught up for coffee with Wendy 
at Cobargo (pictured). She used to be in our parish at 
St Paul’s Ginninderra and shared in a Bible Study with 
her husband Phil, Russell and I. Following Phil’s death 
two years ago, we were keen to meet and continue our 
friendship and fellowship with Wendy. 

During the locum, Russell and I stayed in the big rectory 
in Bega because that parish is looking for a rector. 
The Bega rectory is very large with four bedrooms 

all with built-in wardrobes, a lounge, dining room, 
a big modern kitchen, a study with a built-in desk 
and bookcases, a big laundry and a room suitable for 
play or craft. Further renovations are to commence 
in the near future. Bega is the major town in the far 
south coast, having the South East Regional Hospital 
and schooling through to year 12. We were able to 
tend the rectory garden and enjoy the roses and 
feijoas it produces. I can easily imagine a young family 
living there. 



8 AnglicanNewsMay 2025  Vol. 42 | No. 04

The Parishes I know about without a rector are Bega, 
Cobargo, Moruya, and the Sapphire Coast. For the rest 
of this year, Russell will be taking some services and 
preaching while ministers go on long service leave in 
our new parish of Hope Ginninderra Anglican church.

The joys of this locum work are many and worth 
overcoming the disadvantages of packing, leaving our 
family celebrations and our own church. We are warmly 
welcomed at the parish we visit. Sadly, we cannot stay 
long term and have to leave—saying our farewells and 
cleaning the rectory for the next person. We often look 
over our shoulder as we leave, thinking of the needy we 
leave behind. 

Are you hearing God calling you to reach out 
to take up the wonderful opportunities to 
serve His amazing people on the picturesque 
but needy south coast? 

While you may feel some isolation from the big smoke, 
the compensations are huge! The hills are beautifully 
green at this time and the ocean is wild and an 
amazing spectacle. (It is great fun. I was able to surf 
once before the rough seas came. I also played tennis 
in Merimbula.) 

Jesus told his disciples that the workers are few, so will 
you join in prayer that clergy will offer for placements 
outside Canberra, such as in the south?

Pictured: Ed Cheney and the cross attendees decorated with 
his flowers as the symbol of a joyous Easter in Eden

CAN YOU 
HELP?

The Parish of St John’s 
Canberra is experiencing 
a shortage of the hymn 
book ‘Together in Song’. 

If there are any parishes/
ministry units with spare 

copies who would be 
willing to sell or give 

them away, could you 
please reach out to  

Rev’d David McLennan  

rector@stjohnscanberra.org

mailto:ymitford%40bigpond.com?subject=Pews%20for%20Sale
mailto:rector%40stjohnscanberra.org?subject=Together%20in%20Song%20Hymn%20Books
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Embracing Ministries: 
Little Treasures

This Autumn it was run at the Browning Early Learning 
Centre at Radford College. We thank Radford for its 
generous support. There were 21 kids with disability 
19 mentors, 6 leaders and a disability support worker. 
It was held from 14th to 17th April in glorious autumn 
weather. The leader and chief program organiser 
Mrs Kelly Wood described it as “an amazing success”.

Just one story might illustrate why the program is so 
appealing to young people with disability. A few days 
before Little Treasures was to start one young enrolled 
participant went to Canberra Hospital for significant 
diagnosis and treatment. He was discharged on the 
evening before the last day. The next day he was 
participating in the final day of Little Treasures and 
loving it. He like the others attending could think of no 
better place to be.

Running a program like this requires much preparation. 
The 19 mentors went through extensive training. 
For them to be responsible for a young person with 
disability is life changing. Our six leaders are very 
experienced in dealing with the inevitable issues that 
arise. This Autumn we only had grazed knees which 
Hannah Newcombe, our new Siblings and Young 
Person Coordinator, and Art Therapist patched up with 
remarkable skill.

Parents love Little Treasures as it gives the respite for 
three days at the start of the holidays. The first day can 
be a little overwhelming as kids join the others. Virtually 
all transitioned quickly to participate actively in the 
programs and be waiting excitedly to join the others the 
next day.

Little Treasures is just one of the many programs 
run by Embracing Ministries. We appreciate that 
disability impacts on everyone in the family. We run 
special programs for siblings and for mums and dads. 
Increasingly we hope churches embrace people with 
disability and provide them with opportunity to 
participate in the church’s life. By doing so each church 
is enriched. Those who work with people with disability 
testify to how enriching the experience is for them

Follow us on Facebook to stay up-to-date and see 
how you might participate in our programs and your 
churches engagement with people with disability. Your 
life will be enriched.

Little Treasures is a vitally important program of 
Embracing Ministries. Each year in Autumn and Spring 
about 20 young people with significant disability are 
given an opportunity to participate in fun, play and 
learning about the Christian story. 

By Clive Rodger Embracing Ministries Board Chair and Interim Director

Pictured: Kelly Wood, Embracing Ministries 
new Assistant Director

https://www.facebook.com/embracingministries/
https://www.facebook.com/embracingministries/
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When university student Enim* first arrived in Australia, 
All Saints College became not just a place to live, but 
their first home in Canberra.

“The warmth of the residents, warden, and 
community made it feel like a true family,” 
Enim said. I still cherish our first pizza night in the 
downstairs kitchen—not just for the food, but for 
the late-night conversations about our hobbies 
that continued in many gatherings afterward.”

“I’m just grateful to be part of such a wonderful 
community, and thank the All Saints community 
for creating such a welcoming and supportive 
home”, said Enim.

Enim is one of more than 150 tertiary students that 
All Saints College has welcomed since opening its doors 
in 2015. Celebrating its tenth anniversary in March, 
the College held a lunch for students and all those who 
helped establish the community. 

One guest, William, was the builder of the College. 
He attended the lunch to see how the College had 
evolved and weathered the decade. His eyes lit up as he 
saw the spaces being used as planned, with the happy 
feel of a lived in, well used, place.

Since opening, the College has gained a reputation for 
providing an open and welcoming place for students 
from a range of ACT tertiary education institutions 
and backgrounds. Pizza nights are now a tradition in 

the college and there are also keen gardeners, making 
the space feel like a home while being a tranquil place 
for study. 

While the College is small and set in a quiet area away 
from a noisy campus, it offers a real alternative to most 
other university residences. The College is particularly 
attractive to postgraduate students, with a significant 
number immersed in doctoral studies.

A College Warden and the Chaplain (the Rector of All 
Saints’ Ainslie Church) provide pastoral support for the 
residents. In partnership with the parish, the College 
works to ensure a safe and secure environment for 
residents, as well as providing support in the event of 
an emergency. The College is supported by a Council 
comprised of volunteers drawn from both the parish 
and the Diocese. 

Established by the parish of All Saints’ Ainslie when a 
need for affordable student housing in Canberra was 
identified, the College was built on the site of a former 
tennis court and was a creative use of vacant space 
on the parish grounds. The parish wanted to use its 
resources to reach out in welcome, hospitality and care 
and this was an ideal opportunity.

The All Saints’ Ainslie proposal for the College drew 
on funds offered by the National Rental Affordability 
Scheme (NRAS) to establish the building, underpinned 
by an Anglican Investment & Development Fund loan. 
The NRAS also subsidised accommodation student fees 
at the College for the past 10 years.

Creating Community
By Lee Archinal, Secretary, All Saints College Council

*Name changed for privacy

All Saints College Canberra celebrates a decade as a learning and living community in 
the heart of Canberra.
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ABOUT ALL SAINTS COLLEGE CANBERRA 
All Saints College provides 26 self-contained, studio style units, including a unit for students with a disability. 
There are common rooms (including full kitchen) on each floor and laundry facilities. There is secure 
bicycle storage and a College garden. The College is close to public transport and within walking distance of 
Canberra’s city centre and local shops. It is well located for attendance at any of the city’s tertiary education 
campuses, including St Mark’s Theological College. Any enrolled student studying at tertiary level, including 
postgraduate and mature aged students, can apply for residence.

For further information, visit:	         www.allsaintscollegecanberra.org.au

Sign up today & 

Show how
Big your
Heart is 

You can:

Scan the 
QR code for 
more info 

Join Anglicare’s volunteer team and help bring 
food to families doing it tough this winter.

Volunteers Needed

1800 18 77 86
volunteers@anglicare.com.au

www.anglicare.com.au/volunteer

Host a Pantry Appeal 
collection at your school, 
workplace or church 
OR

Volunteer on the ground 
to collect, sort, and 
distribute food  

Show how
Big your
Heart is 

Show how
Big your
Heart is 

http://www.allsaintscollegecanberra.org.au
http://bushchurchaid.com.au/appeal
http://www.anglicare.com.au/volunteer


12 AnglicanNewsMay 2025  Vol. 42 | No. 04

Forty Great Days

The period between Easter Sunday and the Ascension Day is traditionally referred to as 
the great 40 days. During this period the risen Christ appeared on numerous occasions 
to his followers. 

Ten days after Christ’s ascension the disciples and 
friends were gathered for the celebration of the Jewish 
harvest festival 50 days after the Passover (Pentecost 
meaning 50). At this time the gift of the Holy Spirit 
became a living reality for the fledging church. 

The earliest recorded appearances of the risen Christ 
occur in altogether ordinary circumstances; you could 
easily miss the moment if you didn’t have your wits 
about you, or more importantly, if you had not been 
moved by the Spirit to recognise the visitation of God. 
Two of my favourite appearances come immediately to 
mind. First, Jesus cooking fish on the beach as recorded 
in John’s Gospel. His disciples eventually come ashore 
and are struck dumb unable to believe their eyes. Jesus 
says ‘come and have breakfast’. No fanfare, no glitz; not 
in the big city Jerusalem but down by the lake where 
no one will notice. The other appearance that I have 
an abiding love for, is the Emmaus Road. Two dejected 
disciples trudging home; downcast and in grief because 
they had pinned their hopes on Jesus to deliver them 
and he had been crucified. A stranger comes alongside; 
engages them in conversation and is invited to stay. As 
the bread is broken at evening meal, the guest vanishes. 
In that same moment the scales fall from their inner 
eyes and they now see with Easter eyes. Their hearts 
had been ‘strangely warmed’ (as John Wesley might 
have stated), or more accurately their ‘hearts had 
burned within them’. 

I imagine there were numerous other appearances 
of the risen Christ. Only a few have been recorded. 
Perhaps some have been missed altogether. Of course it 
is so easy to miss God’s appearing. The reason is simple; 
we are dealing with the God of surprises. The great forty 
days are considered great not because they received 
top media coverage, or because something spectacular 
occurred in the public space, or because the manner 
of God’s appearing was outrageous and demanded 
recognition. Rather the forty days are great because the 
same God who came to a stable among smelly animals 
and the subclass of society (shepherds), appeared again 
at the beach for a morning breakfast and on a road 
with some weary travellers. The days are great because 
they revealed one who did not cling to equality with 
God but humbled himself and pitched his tent within 
the ordinary things that bind human beings together: 
conversation, food, homes, outdoor gatherings; as well 
as the disappointments, griefs and suffering of life. The 
great forty days are great because it was a time when 
heaven erupted in the ordinary. 

The time between Easter and Ascension is a time to see 
the world through Easter eyes; to join with the risen 
Christ for the common good; to work for the well being 
of others and the life of the planet. We will need more 
than forty great days for this post Easter journey. On 
this journey God will continually take us by surprise. 
This is why gratitude and thankfulness are the bedrock 
for Christian discipleship. 

By Bishop Stephen Pickard
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During Reconciliation Week, in a powerful act of 
storytelling and unity, 1,000 voices will gather in 
the Great Hall of Parliament House. On May 30, 
School, community choirs and limited guests will 
combine their voices to sing for Reconciliation – A 
Yarning in Song. 

“Yarning in song allows us to listen, learn, and heal 
together,” declares Uncle Raymond Finn, Whangangurra 
elder from Desert Pea lands.

“Through music, we honour the past, embrace the 
present, and sing for a future built on understanding and 
respect,” says Plterre Chris Tomlins Arrernte elder.

The OZY Youth Choir Honouring Defence Service & 
Making Peasce, along with continuing custodians, are 
committed to honouring stories of service, survival, 
and strength. Through the transformative power of 
storytelling, music, floral tributes and pilgrimage we will 
encourage one another for the shared journey ahead. 

This landmark event will bring together voices from 
across the nation, including The OZY Youth Choir 
Honouring Defence Service, community choirs, leaders, 
elders and schools across Canberra, NSW, the Northern 
Territory and around the country, to share stories 
through song. 

At its heart will be The Anthem of the Desert Pea, 
a deeply moving song that reflects resilience, 
remembrance, and the shared journey toward 
reconciliation. Uncle Raymond says,

“Remembering those who fought in war. Our people 
lost in the Frontier Wars and also our mates that 
also fought overseas there as well. And we want to 
make peace in this world. We want to acknowledge 
our shared history. This is how we can come 
together as Indigenous and non-Indigenous people 
to come together to celebrate here in Canberra.”

By Reverend Hazel Davies, Founder Making Peace Community 

1000 Voices “Yarning Song” 
at Parliament House

Limited seats are available for individual singers 
only be pre-registration at ozyyouthchoir.org.au 
and not on the day. Direct fundraising for 
visiting choirs costs and sound system is 
through GoFundMe.

http://www.ozyyouthchoir.org.au
https://www.gofundme.com/f/1000-voices-for-reconciliation-a-yarning-song?attribution_id=sl:62c7316b-1496-425d-b6c1-8294f3331212&lang=en_AU&utm_campaign=fp_sharesheet&utm_content=amp13_t1&utm_medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link
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The Appeal of the Bells

As well as ringing at St Saviour’s Cathedral, bells rang 
out at St Clement’s Yass, St Paul’s Manuka, and also 
from a purpose-built “mini-ring” erected in the grounds 
of St Peter’s and St Paul’s Old Catholic Cathedral in 
Goulburn. During the weekend, ringers participated in 
training sessions, a civic reception, formal dinner, and 
held their Annual General Meeting.

Dean Gavin Krebs says it was an honour for St Saviour’s 
to be hosting the Festival. 

“In a way, bells are our ‘external choir’, letting 
people in the vicinity know that something special 
and significant is happening. Whether rung in 
sadness or gladness, for funerals or weddings, 
for sacred or civic occasions, bells give public 
expression to the community’s mood. They provide 
the perfect backing track for significant life events, 
becoming part of the soundscape of our lives.”

A civic reception on the evening of ANZAC Day, 
Friday 25th April, was held in Goulburn’s Performing 
Arts Centre, previously Goulburn’s Town Hall. Mayor of 
Goulburn Mulwaree, Mrs Nina Dillon, welcomed all 
participants and officially launched the Festival, in the 
presence of Bishop Mark Short and Dean Gavin Krebs.

Dean Gavin notes – 

“I find a wonderful charism of hospitality among 
bellringers. Over the years I have been in ministry 
in places like Wagga Wagga, Bathurst and now 
Goulburn – bellringers have always extended a 
warm welcome to me and to other ringers.” 

Dr O’Mahony chimed in – “Yes indeed. Once a ringer 
gets to a particular level of competence, they are 
welcome at over 6000 bell towers around the world. 
It’s a fabulous community.”

During the ANZAC Day weekend, around 70 bellringers 
from across Australia and New Zealand converged on the 
Diocese of Canberra Goulburn for their Annual Festival. 
This event is hosted by a different venue each year –  
the last time it was held in Goulburn was 2012.

By Christopher O’Mahony

Pictured: Dean Gavin Krebs of St Saviour’s Cathedral with his team of bellringers



15AnglicanNews  Vol. 42 | No. 04  May 2025

“Ring out your joy…” (Psalm 81)

The art and science of bellringing is undergoing 
something of a renaissance in the Diocese.  
For instance, at their Annual General Meeting on 
Tuesday 11th February, the bellringers of St Saviour’s 
Cathedral had much to celebrate.

Although the historic bells were installed in 1988 as a 
bicentennial project, the difficulties of maintaining a 
viable and competent team outside of a capital city had 
been a challenge. However, fast-forward to 2025, and 
the Cathedral now has a full complement of 12 ringers, 
as well as two recent learners.

Dr Christopher O’Mahony, Ringing Master for the 
team, credits three main ingredients for this surge 
in popularity. “First and foremost”, he says, “we are 
incredibly grateful for support and encouragement 
from Cathedral clergy, parishioners and the Goulburn 
community. Secondly, we have maintained focus on 
positive public relations and ongoing recruitment and 
retention, especially over the past five years. Thirdly, 
our new team members are incredibly dedicated – 
their commitment and passion for this unique activity is 
a delight to witness.”

Stephen Relf, Tower Captain, says “We are a diverse 
group of individuals, but we all enjoy this common 
bond. As well as fulfilling our ringing commitments, 
we’re quite a social bunch too. Bellringing is a great 
physical and mental workout. It’s a fantastic team 
activity, and a life-long learning experience. Now in 
2025, we are witnessing something of a golden phase 
for Goulburn ringing. Long may it continue.”

“The Lord will provide” (Genesis 22:14)

Reverend Luke Collings, Rector at St Clement’s in 
Yass, tells a similar story. “Since COVID, our bellringing 
team had sadly fragmented and moved on. It was a 
shame, since this beautiful historic church, designed 
by famous architect Edmund Blacket, complete with 
bells dating back to 1859, had fallen silent.” Reverend 
Luke took up his post in Yass in early 2024. Despite a 
very long list of priorities, he found time to connect 
with other ringers around the Diocese to instigate a 
recruitment and training programme for new ringers. 
To his delight, around six locals signed up to learn this 
fascinating activity, and he was incredibly proud that 
the local team was able to ring out on Easter Sunday 
morning – the first Sunday service bellringing at Yass 
in over three years. “Our parishioners are so excited 
by the re-commencement of this unique ministry. 
Truly, the Lord has provided!”

“Praise Him with resounding cymbals” 
(Psalm 150:5)

Bishop Mark Short, who attended both the Civic 
Reception and the formal dinner, was heartened by the 
witness that bellringers provide to their churches.

“Across our vast Diocese, there are only four 
churches with change-ringing bells – St Paul’s 
Manuka, St Clement’s Yass, St John’s Wagga 
Wagga and, of course, St Saviour’s Cathedral. 
I truly value the contribution that bellringers bring 
to our worship, and the commitment that they 
so clearly demonstrate in perfecting their art. 
It seems to me that the ringing of church bells is 
so often an expression of celebration. Just like we 
read in Psalm 150 – “Praise Him with resounding 
cymbals!” And, may I say, bellringers certainly 
know how to put on a fun dinner!”

If anyone is interested in exploring this fascinating 
activity, just visit the ANZAB website for relevant 
contacts and information:
www.anzab.org.au

Pictured: “Top table” at the ANZAB Festival formal dinner – 
Bishop Mark Short, Dr Monica Short, Canon Anne Wentzel, 

Dean Gavin Krebs, Mayor Nina Dillon, Dr Deryn Griffiths (ANZAB 
President), Justice David Bleby SC, Mrs Elizabeth Bleby.

http://www.anzab.org.au
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The Bells
Change-ringing bells are made of bronze and range in 
size from around 50kg up to a tonne or more (Australia’s 
heaviest weighs 2 tonnes). They are tuned to a normal 
diatonic scale.

Each bell has a wooden wheel with a hand-made rope 
running round it. The rope hangs down to the ringing 
room below and includes a colourful woollen hand-grip 
called the sally.

The bells are arranged so that the ropes hang down in a 
circle, starting with the smallest bell and finishing with 
the largest. A ring of bells usually consists of 5, 6, 8, 10 
or 12 bells, and each bell needs one ringer to control it.

A swinging bell creates a sound of harmonic richness 
that cannot be matched by a fixed bell struck with a 
hammer.

Change Ringing
Swinging bells take around two seconds per swing. 
This makes ordinary music impossible (think how slow 
the first three notes of “Jingle Bells” would have to be).

Instead, bellringers have developed their own unique 
form of music, following special patterns (called 
“methods”) to make the bells sound in a different order 
each time they swing.

Sometimes we ring for several hours without ever 
repeating a sequence already rung. It would take over 
30-years non-stop to work through all the possibilities 
on 12 bells!

Why do people ring?
Bellringing is a group activity that combines physical 
coordination and mental alertness to produce the 
unique sounds of change ringing. This combination 
of mental and physical skills, teamwork, and 
the rich sounds that are produced, ensures a 
lifetime’s enjoyment.

Many people ring as a contribution to church and 
community life; others enjoy learning a traditional skill 
which has been passed down for centuries.

Ringers everywhere enjoy the social aspects of their 
hobby, meeting regularly to ring bells for various 
occasions, including a weekly practice session.

We enjoy a welcome when we visit other towers, 
in Australia and New Zealand or overseas.

Email for more information: cdomahonyuk@gmail.com

Pictured: The official ANZAB 2025 Festival Dinner group photograph

mailto:cdomahonyuk%40gmail.com?subject=
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Pictured: The official ANZAB 2025 Festival Dinner group photograph

Anzac Way
By Reverend Cameron West, Chaplain, Australian 
Defence Force Academy; Director, The Anzac Way; 
Hon. Asst, St John’s Canberra

It almost sounds like the start of a joke – a bishop, 
a navy captain, an army chaplain, and an air force 
officer cadet walk … from Wagga to Canberra. But we 
hope for it to be the start of something far more: 
a new pilgrimage in Australia that promotes spiritual 
health and holistic well-being for veterans and their 
supporters. As it is, the 275km route links Kapooka 
(home of the solider), RAAF Wagga (home of the 
aviator), and Canberra (home of defence officers 
graduating from the Australian Defence Force Academy 
and the Royal Military College- Duntroon). 

In the lead up to Anzac Day this year, we walked on 
Wiradjuri and Ngunnawal country, our route passing 
over pastoral land and through townships before 
crossing the Brindabella range, and then arriving in the 
heart of the nation on the eve of St Mark’s (and Anzac) 
Day. We gained more supporters who walked with us 
on the final stage and were received by Bishop Mark at 
the Changi chapel, also on Duntroon Garrison. Finally, 
we walked from there with General David Hurley and 
his wife Linda to lay a wreath at the last post ceremony 
at the Australian War Memorial – a place that holds 
special significance for many Australians

Walking the Camino de Santiago in Spain in 2010 was 
my gateway to pilgrimage, and since then I’ve walked 
in spiritually significant places in France, Germany, 
Austria and Japan. An increasing number of Australian 
veterans join predecessors, including Francis of Assisi 
and Ignatius of Loyola, as veterans on pilgrimage, 
finding the spiritual healing that they did. Mostly they 
set out like I initially did, on the Camino, or to Gallipoli 
or Kokoda. We set out with a more audacious goal: 
to show that spiritually significant journeys can be 
undertaken anywhere, and to give an example of what 
this could look like in Australia. 

A resurgence in interest in pilgrimage gives us an 
opportunity to express Christian spirituality in an 
embodied form and to take seriously the mission 
context that God has given us. It’s also an opportunity 
for how Christians can respond to the needs highlighted 
by the Royal Commission into Defence and Veterans 
suicide and join the rest of the Anglican church in its 
resolution to support ministry to defence members, 
veterans and their families. 

Even on this inaugural pilgrimage, we were able to 
connect with amazing churches and veteran groups 
in their communities: St Mark’s Tarcutta, St Paul’s 
Adelong, All Saints’ Tumut and Tumut RSL sub-branch 
before arriving back into my home parish of St John’s 
Canberra. As the pilgrimage develops, we hope to 
grow our connections to other parishes and church 
agencies caring for veterans and their families. You can 
register your interest in walking or supporting future 
pilgrimages at anzacway.org.au – we’d love to bring you 
along on the journey. 

Images used with permission from Anzac Way Facebook page

http://www.anzacway.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/theanzacway
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Clergy News
	† The Reverend Linda Chapman has been licensed 

as Priest-in-Charge, Open Sanctuary at Tilba Tilba, 
effective from 9 January 2025, on 8 May 2025.

	† The Reverend Wendy Robertson has been licensed 
as Chaplain, North Canberra Hospital and Honorary 
Assistant Priest, Parish of Jamison, effective from 
13 January 2025, on 13 May 2025.

	† The Reverend Sarah Plummer was granted an 
Authority to Officiate for three years on 8 May 2025.

	† The Reverend Kenneth Rampling has resigned as 
Assistant Priest of Hope Ginninderra effective from 
the 7 July 2025.

	† The Reverend Dr Grant Bell has resigned as 
Archdeacon of Wagga Wagga and the South West 
on the 27 March 2025. Archdeacon Neil Percival will 
be providing Archdiaconal oversight of the Region.

	† The Reverend Andrew Vella has resigned as 
Assistant Priest at Wanniassa from 15th of June 
and will take up a role as Assistant Priest at Lanyon 
Valley on 22 June 2025.

	† The Venerable Andrew Taylor is on extended leave. 
Arrangements for dealing with matters in the North 
Canberra Archdeaconry during his leave will be 
announced shortly.

100-years of 
Canberra Girls 
Grammar

Many years ago my family and I came to live in Canberra 
when I was appointed Rector of St Philip’s Parish 
in 1979. Each of our three daughters attended the 
Girls Grammar School. In 1980, Bishop Cecil Warren 
appointed me to the School Board. Gradually the School 
came to play a very large part in our lives.

Some years later Bishop Owen Dowling told me that in 
the year 1985 the School would be seeking to appoint 
a Chaplain who would be head of the Department of 
Religion and Philosophy, a full-time teaching role.

I had no training as a teacher but had studied Education 
as a subject many years before. He suggested, to use 
his words, that I throw my hat into the ring and I was 
delighted to do so. The acting Principal, Elizabeth 
McKay, appointed me as teacher of Religion and History. 
One of my degrees was in Australian History so this 
suited me and I spent the next 17-years on the teaching 
staff, with Elizabeth McKay as Principal. I retired in 2001. 

Recently I have been reminded that the School was 
founded in 1926 , three years before the Boys School 
moved from Cooma to Canberra about 1929.

It was in 1925 that Bishop Lewis Radford visited the 
School being run by an Anglo-Catholic Order known 
as the Sisters of the Church in the Sydney Suburb of 
Waverley. The full story of this Order takes us back to 
the London Suburb of Kilburn but they had founded 
Schools in several Australian cities including Melbourne, 
Hobart and Perth, as well as Sydney.

Bishop Radford, a distinguished scholar after whom 
Radford College is named, had been appointed Bishop 
of what was then the Diocese of Goulburn, and invited 
the Sisters from Sydney to start a branch school in 
Canberra, then a tiny settlement. They arrived in 
1926 and opened the school in what was then the old 
Rectory of St John’s Church, now sadly demolished. The 
following year, 1927, saw the opening both of the first 
Parliament House and of the earliest buildings of the 
School on Melbourne Avenue, Deakin.

The centenary of that event is being celebrated next 
year and the following year. Today there are many 
former pupils of those years who are being contacted 
for their memories. I will write in a future edition of 
Anglican News about the historical background. 

By Reverend Robert Willson

How many know that the modern school has links back to the 18th century and the novels of Sir Walter Scott?
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Time’s Borderland
This is the title song of a debut music album to 
be released in June by Phil Larkin, a member of 
St Matthew’s Anglican church, Wanniassa. In his 
younger years Phil was frequently seen and heard 
with his guitar at the thriving Christian “coffee 
shop” scene and folk clubs in Sydney. However his 
passion for performing music at that time was only 
eclipsed by his passion for science. The decision 
was also influenced by the calculation that he was 
more likely to earn a living in science. So his studies 
took him through UNSW, then Adelaide University 
for a PhD, then postdoctoral studies in Switzerland. 
Phil returned to Canberra and more than forty years 
at CSIRO in the field of plant molecular genetics. 
All along there was an unscratched itch for song 
writing and singing. 

Phil speaks of his journey: 

“I came to faith as a teenager, quite suddenly 
while reading that passage in 1 Peter 2:9: 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. I was convinced that I too was 
being called to belong to and serve my Saviour, 
and to find avenues to explore and share his 
excellencies. Science does that as it explores the 
wonders of his good creation. I have also sought 
to do it through my involvement in church life, 
not least as a lay preacher. And now that I am 
retired from research, I have revived whatever 
capability I might have, to write and perform 
songs that honour the Lord God”.

The collection of songs for the album will be 
performed at a free concert at St Matthew’s 
Wanniassa at 7pm on Saturday 21st June. These are 
not worship songs, but rather explore Christian 
truths and life, the wonder of God’s action in love for 
his world and humankind, and the call for us to be 
his reconciling agents in the world. One song takes 
us on a journey of imagination into what must await 
God’s redeemed people in a new creation, now free 
of evil and death. The title song explores the tension 
Christians feel as we live at the border between the 
now and the not yet. And all this accompanied by 
Phil’s finger-style guitar and what might be described 
as indie-folk decorated with jazz chords.

mailto:drpjlarkin%40gmail.com?subject=
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SHARE YOUR STORY!ARE YOU OR YOUR PARISH TAKING 
STEPS TO CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION?

Whether its a community garden,  
a sustainability initiative, or an environmental 
advocacy project, we want to hear from you!

Email us:

anglicannews@anglicancg.org.au

CLICK TO DISCOVER MORE

Diocesan Climate Change 
Action Plan

AVA I L A B L E  N O WAVA I L A B L E  N O W
Read our Action Plan

Click to view website

N E WS
Care for Creation

mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dSlI78-W5o&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fseasonofcreation.org%2F&source_ve_path=OTY3MTQ
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://anglicancg.org.au/care-for-creation
https://diolog.anglicands.org.au/intranet/documents/2218/26040/ADCG%20Climate%20Change%20Action%20Plan.pdf
https://anglicancg.org.au/care-for-creation/
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Upcoming
E V E N T S

mailto:office%40hughesbaptist.org?subject=
https://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/nvw2025-connecting-communities/#/
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/our-work/national-reconciliation-week/
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https://events.humanitix.com/who-owns-the-holy-land-canberra
https://events.humanitix.com/who-owns-the-holy-land-canberra
mailto:office%40goulburncathedral.org.au?subject=
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Hope in an uncertain world
FIND-A-WORD CHALLENGE

1.	  

2.	  

3.	  

4.	  

5.	  

6.	  

7.	  

8.	  

9.	  

10.	  

11.	  

12.	  

13.	  

14.	  

15.	  

There are 15 words relating to Hope25 hidden in the puzzle below. Can you find them all? 

List all the words you find below. 
We’ll reveal the answers in the next edition!

(No diagnonal words–horizontal and vertical only)

O T N E C A R G J V A D Y E N
R M A J H M L E P S O G Z P I
P P C T Z X S E P H Z Q L O G
E D I N R E T S A E S R U H H
N B L P H E N N D R W M P L A
T Y G K U N R O S U S E J G K
E T N V Y P O G N O I S S I M
C P A U A S U E K L Z E G M M
O L H Q R Q T Z T A I C L W J
S V C M P M K S O W T A Y R Y
T S A E H T I A F E R E X H F
C B E Z G W Z Z R N X P T U B
Q N R F T H Q Z D E J X Y S O
E I T L K X G L W R X J R T X
Z E U C O M M U N I T Y H K R
N T O U X W D V M O E V O L R
L Y W A M I O U N T Q J S Z E

https://events.humanitix.com/who-owns-the-holy-land-wagga-wagga?hxchl=mkt-loc&hxref=australia%2Fmount-austin
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VAC A NC I E S
Diocesan

www.anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/Rector 
Murrumburrah-Harden Parish, NSW

Rector 
Wagga Wagga Parish, NSW

Rector 
Southern Monaro Parish, NSW

Rector 
Cooma Parish, NSW

Library Manager

St Mark’s National Theological Centre provides 
individuals with the ‘tools’ for ministry in an 
environment that is ‘centrally orthodox,’ biblically 
based, practical, missional, ecumenically 
collaborative, and scholarly. 

St Mark’s is seeking a proactive and visionary 
Library Manager to lead one of Australia’s most 
significant theological libraries. The Library 
Manager will guide a small team of committed 
staff and volunteers, maintain and develop 
high-quality collections, and ensure the library 
continues to support theological learning, 
professional ministry formation, and public 
theological discourse.

To learn more, Contact Dani Linssen  
Danielle.linssen@stmarks.edu.au. 

Applications are invited now and will close on 
8 June 2025.

Youth/Children’s Minister 
St Mary in the Valley, Calwell, ACT

SCAN THE  
QR CODE  
TO LEARN  

MORE & APPLY 
TODAY!

www.anglicare.com.au/careers

In partnership with the Anglican Church, 
Anglicare seeks to be a leading provider of 
community services by supporting individuals 
and families to hope, heal and thrive in all 
stages of life.

Want to join us and make a difference?
Applications are now open for a variety of 
roles across our region. Visit our website for 
more information or to apply today.

 
 
 

 

Wanniassa, ACT 

is seeking a 
CHILDREN’S & FAMILIES EVANGELIST & MINISTER 

St Matt’s is a large evangelical Anglican Church in the suburbs of Canberra.   We seek to 
be a people who are gripped by the Love of God, helping Strangers become Believers,  

Believers become Lovers, and Lovers to become Warriors for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The kids’ ministry is a fundamental part of our church’s mission, equipping the saints for 
gospel-centred works of service through… 

• overseeing a variety of children and families’ ministries,   
• equipping teams of leaders in those ministries, 
• discipling the young leaders, 
• helping parents in their most important role of raising children in the training and 

instruction of the Lord. 
 

Full-Time position, and some theological education would be preferable 
To commence January 2025 

For enquiries and to request a job description about this exciting opportunity: 

Email: office@stmattswanniassa.org.au   or 

Phone:  0410 609 552 

Applications close Friday 18 October, 2024 

 

 

 

Children’s Evangelist and Pastor 
St Matthew’s Wanniassa, ACT

Click to view all ADS Career Opportunities

Click here to visit the 
website for more.

https://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/
http://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-murrumburrah-harden/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-wagga-wagga/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-southern-monaro/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-cooma-parish/
mailto:Danielle.linssen%40stmarks.edu.au?subject=
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fanglicancg.org.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FSMiV-Youth-Minister.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://anglicancg.org.au/childrens-evangelist-and-pastor-wanniassa/
https://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/
https://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/positions-vacant/
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