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I raise this in light of our recent Hope25 season 
of outreach which ‘officially’ drew to a close on 
Pentecost Sunday. I have been so encouraged to hear 
all that was done across our Diocese to share the 
lasting hope which Jesus offers our uncertain world. 
Now is a great opportunity for us to pause and reflect.

In the gospels Jesus not only sends His followers on 
mission, he then gathers them to learn from mission. 
We see this in passages like Mark 6:6-31 and 
Luke 10:1-24. Below are four principles you might find 
helpful in this season. They are offered for individuals, 
groups and ministries.

We take time to reflect. In Luke 10:17 the seventy-two 
recall their missional experience “Lord, in your name 
even the demons submit to us!” Jesus shares their 
excitement but reframes it slightly in verse 19 - 
“Indeed, I have given you authority to tread on snakes 
and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy.” 
Jesus invites them to broaden their focus beyond what 
they have done to what He has done through them. 
How have you discerned Jesus at work in and through 
you during Hope25?

We take time to rejoice. Jesus’ followers are joyful and 
in verse 21 He Himself rejoices in the Holy Spirit and 
gives thanks to the Father. This celebration of mission 
involves each person of the Trinity! 
How can you celebrate what God has done during 
Hope25? 

We take time to rest. In Mark 6 the twelve have been 
busy with a preaching and healing tour. When they 
return Jesus offers them this invitation “Come away 
to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” 
To rest is to recognise our humanity and enter into one 
of the gracious gifts of God. 
How can you embrace and enjoy some ‘down-time’ 
after the busyness of Hope25? 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, we take time to 
remember. In Luke 10:20 Jesus reminds His followers 
of a truth more enduring than the ups and downs of 
ministry – “Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the 
spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are 
written in heaven.” It is sadly possible for our mission 
for God to become a substitute for the life we receive in 
Jesus as a gift from God. There is no success in mission 
so spectacular that it can make God love you more, nor 
any disappointment in mission so deep that it can make 
God love you less. 
How can you lean again into the grace of the gospel in 
the wake of Hope25? 

With prayers and blessings,

Bishop Mark Short

Reflection from Bishop Mark

As Christians, sometimes we are better at doing than we are at stopping and reflecting. 
It can be too easy to move ahead to the next item on our to-do list or the next entry in 
our diary and not take time to consider the journey so far.

Image by Radosław Cieśla from Pixabay

https://pixabay.com//?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=868715
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By Reverend Dr Grant Bell

In this year of Hope25 at The Forrest Centre 
we have had a focus on the Christian mission 
for older Australians. The Forrest Centre is a 
unique joint mission between the Sisters of 
the Little Company of Mary and The Anglican 
Diocese of Canberra & Goulburn. As a Board 
member and Chaplain to The Forrest Centre 
it is a privilege to minister to the people in 
our Aged care facilities.

In this year of Hope25 we had an exciting time of 
outreach where two of our residents at one of our 
centres, The Loreto Home of Compassion, requested 
Baptism. The emotion and excitement of the candidate 
was indeed something to behold. Christina made a 
commitment to Jesus and was baptised in our regular 
Wednesday Communion service. She said it had taken 
her 84 years to feel worthy enough to make that step. 
The other person was Sonya, a First Nations lady at 
Loreto Home of Compassion. At her request she was 
Baptised by one of our Anglican indigenous Priests, with 
whom we arranged to come and conduct the service. 
It was a moving and lovely ceremony, where the cultural 
tradition and significance of our First Nations people was 
emphasised during the Baptism service. Following on from 
this wonderful occasion, the family has requested that 
Sonya’s son, who is an inmate in Junee Jail be Baptised 
– we are currently arranging that service. The Spirit of 
God is moving in such a powerful and beautiful way at 
The Forrest Centre. 

Anglican Mission in Aged Care 
in the Year of Hope25

Pictured: Kavita Posselt with Rev Grant Bell at  
Christina’s Baptism service at The Loreto Home of Compassion
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Finding faith in the final chapters 
Faith can come to people at any stage of life but for 
some, it takes a lifetime to feel worthy of it. At The 
Forrest Centre, Archdeacon Dr Grant Bell has witnessed 
firsthand how the final chapter of life can also be the 
beginning of something sacred.

“One woman told me she didn’t think she was ever 
good enough for God,” Dr Bell shares. “It took her 84 
years to ask for baptism.” That moment was one of 
many he has been privileged to witness. “She was so 
excited. She felt accepted. She felt like she belonged.”

Stories like hers aren’t rare in aged care. “Some people 
rethink everything in the final stages of life,” he says. 
“They start asking deep questions, like ‘What is sin?’ 
‘What does it mean to be forgiven?’ and you just walk 
with them through it.”

That “walking with” philosophy underpins his approach. 
“You’ve got to make it easy for people to explore the 
spiritual side of their life,” Dr Bell says. “Not every 
church does. Some churches have hard edges and hard 
centres – hard to get into, and hard to grow within. I try 
to make it soft-edged, so people can step in easily, but 
substantial in the middle so they can get something of 
substance there.

“One former scientist with no prior faith background 
began exploring Christianity in earnest during his final 
months. Every time I visited, he’d say, ‘Tell me about 
this. Let’s talk about that.’ Then one day, he asked to 
receive communion. His wife didn’t even know. At his 
funeral, she said, ‘I had no idea he’d gone that far.’”

For Dr Bell, these are not just spiritual awakenings. 
Much like the 84-year-old woman he baptised 
experienced, they are restorations of self. “Some people 
carry guilt their whole lives. They think they’re not 
worthy of love or acceptance. Faith can shift that. It’s 
not a leap into the darkness – it’s a leap into the light.”

And it’s not always about theology. Sometimes, it begins 
with a simple act of kindness. “I’ve had people say, ‘I’m 
not religious,’ but when I ask if I can pray with them, 
they say yes. Sometimes for the first time in their life.”

Asked what motivates him in this work, he says, 
“There’s a key to every person. Sometimes you just have 
to find it. When they light up, when they feel seen, it’s a 
moment of recognition. A moment of grace.”

Recognising dignity:  
The importance of caring for our elders
At a time when society often overlooks older people, 
Reverend Dr Grant Bell offers a powerful reminder: 
ageing is not the end of a story – it’s a chapter full of 
wisdom, value, and humanity.

“Our society really does not take elderly people 
seriously,” says Dr Bell, Anglican priest and chaplain to 
The Forrest Centre. “They become anonymous, almost 
characterless. They just become old people. And that’s 
a blight on us as a society.”

Dr Bell’s career spans policing, education, chaplaincy, 
and parish ministry, and he finds his current work 
with aged care residents deeply meaningful. For him, 
caring for older people isn’t just clinical – it’s spiritual, 
emotional, and social. “Pastoral care is about the 
outcomes we want to achieve so that people can be 
the best possible version of themselves, given the 
challenges of later life,” he explains. “It’s not about 
merely occupying people before they die. It’s about the 
quality of life we give people in this environment.”

He speaks with compassion about residents who once 
held esteemed roles – scientists, judges, teachers – who 
now feel invisible. “You sit and talk with someone who 
seems like any other old man, and you find out he was a 
professor, part of the Bletchley Park circle in World War 
II. When you show that interest, they come alive. They 
brighten up.”

That act of listening, of witnessing a person’s full 
story, is central to how Dr Bell approaches aged care. 
“Everyone is created in the image of God,” he says. 
“That means they are beings of enormous value. 
Whether they are young, middle-aged, or elderly, they 
are unique.”

But he’s also pragmatic and knows not every staff 
member shares his theological framework. Still, he 
believes that loving one another through compassion, 
respect, and honour is something we can all live by. At 
The Forrest Centre, that care is embedded not just in 
mission statements, but in workplace culture and daily 
interactions.

Asked what he finds most meaningful in his work, Dr 
Bell reflects on those “cup-filling” moments. “Seeing 
someone light up, come alive as they share their story, 
that’s what life is all about. These people are as alive, 
and as valuable as anyone else.”

His message to the wider community is simple but 
profound: “Ageing is about making people feel dignified, 
honoured and whole – physically, socially, mentally, 
and spiritually. Because without that spiritual care, 
something’s missing.”
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Farewell to St Mary’s 
Mundoonan

It was a great joy to have members of some of the local 
families who have had a connection to the church over 
many decades join with us for this final time of worship.

The present St Mary’s was dedicated in 1912 to 
replace an older wooden building a little further up 
Yass River Road. The church principally served the 
Davis and Buckmaster families who held extensive 
farming property in that part of the parish. It had 
been envisioned that Mundoonan, like Bowning to 
the north of Yass, would become a village community, 
but this never came about and as roads improved the 
locals could travel into Yass easily in under 15 minutes. 
Over the years St Mary’s continued to host regular 
worship services as well as baptisms, weddings, and 
funerals for Mundoonan, but eventually there ceased to 
be a “native” congregation and services ceased entirely 
around the COVID shutdowns of 2020.

At our thanksgiving service we reflected together from 
Revelation 21 that the call of the Kingdom is always 
towards the eternal city that God is preparing for us 
beyond this transitory world. What we were giving 
thanks for was not the physical building of St Mary’s, 
but instead the great work of the gospel which had 
been carried on there for more than a century in the 
various ministries that proclaimed the love of God and 
hope in Jesus Christ in word and action. The fruit that 
this labour has produced will last longer than any of our 
human structures. 

Although the day carried more than a touch of sadness 
for some of our current parishioners who have historic 
ties to St Mary’s, we were all very thankful that the 
church was filled to overflowing for the service and 
that God blessed us with a beautiful day with plenty 
of sunshine for our lunch. The plan of the parish is 
to use the proceeds of the sale for improvements to 
our existing centres, particularly at Murrumbateman 
which is planned for a large increase in population over 
coming years, and thus terrific opportunities for the 
parish to expand ministry to the new residents.

By Reverend Luke Collings

On Sunday 25th May members of the various congregations of Yass Valley parish came 
together for a combined service of thanksgiving and a picnic lunch to farewell the church 
of St Mary’s at Mundoonan. 
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Considering the 
Spirituality of Icons

The gathering became a gentle pilgrimage of the heart, 
where we explored the ancient tradition of praying 
with Icons—those windows into heaven that have 
graced both Russian and Greek Orthodox spirituality for 
centuries. I shared my own journey of contemplation 
before these holy images, where silence meets mystery 
and colour becomes prayer.

Together, we reflected on the timeless artistry of 
traditional Icons, with their stylised forms and golden 
hues that invite the soul into stillness. We also 
considered more contemporary expressions, such as 
the silver-toned depiction of Mother and Child— 

a tender and realistic portrayal that stands in contrast 
to the more symbolic rendering of the Panagia on the 
other side of the table. Each image, whether ancient 
or modern, speaks with its own voice, drawing us into 
deeper communion with the divine.

It was a joy to witness the residents’ openness and 
reverence, as we lingered in the presence of these 
sacred works and allowed their quiet beauty to speak 
to our hearts.

By Reverend Sue Robertson, Anglicare Chaplain

It was a sacred honour to be invited by 
Rev Dr Theresa, Chaplain for Anglicare’s 
Retirement Villages, to speak with 
residents at Brindabella Court in Downer 
about the profound beauty and spiritual 
resonance of Icons.

 

Clergy News
	† The Reverend Joshua Kuswadi has been appointed 

as Rector of Wanniassa and will take up the role 
in January 2026. Joshua is currently Rector of 
St Peter’s Nightcliff in Darwin.

	† The Reverend Anna Krebs was inducted and licensed 
as Rector of West Goulburn on 28 June 2025.

	† The Reverend Monica Aguang had her Authority 
to Officiate renewed for three years on 7 July 2025.

	† The Reverend Ian Chaplin had his Authority to 
Officiate renewed for three years on 30 June 2025.

	† The Reverend Mary Clarke had her Authority to 
Officiate renewed for three years on 19 June 2025.

	† The Reverend Monica Garang had her Authority 
to Officiate renewed for three years on 7 July 2025.

	† The Reverend Stephen Neuhaus had his Authority 
to Officiate renewed for three years on 30 June 2025.
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Since the Women in Leadership Commission was established after Synod last year we have workshopped 
and begun exploring ways of addressing the disparity between men and women in leadership in the 
Diocese. One of the strategies we are implementing is raising the profile of women in ministry by hearing 
their stories. This is the first of these stories to be published. It is the story of The Venerable Joy Harris, 
Rector of Crookwell and Taralga, Archdeacon of the Goulburn and the Southern Tablelands. Joy has been 
in ordained ministry for just over 15 years and is due to retire at the end of the year. This is her story. 

As I stand on the 
cusp of retirement, 
I look back at the 
unexpected twists 
and turns of my 
life and marvel at 
God’s ways verses 
our ways!

It was May 2003; 
I was married with 
three children and 
working part-time in 
a pharmacy. It was 
a busy and happy 
life; I grew my roses, 
watched my children 
become more 
independent, lived 
next door to the 
local church in which 
we worshipped, 

and was active in the community. ‘But God’… so many 
changes start with those two words, ‘But God!’

May 2003 saw me on team for Cursillo (a weekend short 
course in Christian living) in Narooma. During the many 
talks and personal sharing there was a person assigned 
to pray in the Chapel for the presenter of the talk. It 
was my turn to pray and during the prayer time I heard 
the audible (to me!) voice of God. He said, ‘I want you 
to be a Priest’, I said, ‘you mean deacon?’, ‘No’ he said, 
‘a priest’. What do you do with that?! It was so clear. 
Where does one start with a heard directive from 
God? I started by talking to the spiritual advisors on 
Cursillo, one of whom was my rector, to try and discern 
if this was a true calling from God. He affirmed and 
encouraged me to start the process to ordination and to 
see if others saw the call of God on my life to ordained 
ministry. My life and the life of Max and the children just 
took an unexpected turn. 

The first hurdle was coming to grips with doing a 

Bachelor of Theology. My nurses and midwifery training 
had been hospital-based and coming to grips with 
university was a big issue! I failed my first assignment 
and nearly chucked it all in, ‘but God’s’ voice was still in 
my head, ‘I want you to be a priest’. I never excelled as 
a student, but I did pass all my subjects and, six years 
later, it was a relief to graduate. During these years of 
study, I gained knowledge and information however I 
struggled with my personal relationship with God. The 
Bible had become a study book rather than a life guide 
infused with the power of the Holy Spirit, and personal 
time with God seemed to be pushed to the side. I was 
blessed to have wonderful friends and mentors who 
saw what was happening and, sometimes gently, 
sometimes directly, turned my focus back to Jesus.

I was ordained Deacon in November 2009 and priest in 
November 2010.

Another steep learning curve was as I learned what 
leading a parish looked like, first as an assistant minister 
then, more learning, as a rector. 

Parish ministry is a hard road. There are great joys,  
sadnesses, discouragements, laughter and 
encouragements. There is the combined privilege 
and sadness in conducting a funeral, complicated 
sometimes by your own grief that gets pushed down 
so you can be ‘the less anxious presence’. There is 
the joy of baptisms, of people coming to know Jesus, 
of weddings of connections and friendships made. 
Then there is the grief or relief of moving, again. 
Some of my roses have been in pots for 15 years! 
Memories, holding on to the past, looking with hope 
into the future. Forgiving people for the hurts of the 
past and embracing the life to come.

The future as a retired priest, what will that look 
like? What does God have in store for Max and me, 
how different will ministry be, what form will it take? 
He knows and I will listen.

Was 15 years as a fulltime priest a vocation I would 
have chosen? Probably not, ‘But God!’

Women in Leadership

The Winding Road
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Dear Friends, 

 

For well over a hundred years St Saviour’s Cathedral has been an icon of hope at the heart of the city of Goulburn.  
Now this magnificent building is being used to share a message of hope in fresh and innovative ways. 

Over the past month St Saviour’s has hosted an exhibition in conjunction with the Anglican Church of Australia’s 
Hope25 initiative.  Under the enthusiastic leadership of Sub-Dean Canon Anne Wentzel a team of volunteers 
developed an interactive display featuring images, poetry, Scripture and prayers.  Scores of visitors have engaged 
with the exhibition and many have taken a copy of Luke’s gospel, where they can encounter Jesus, the source of 
lasting hope. 

Such transformational hospitality and mission is possible because we have been gifted such a prominent 
building.  Maintaining and restoring St Saviours will ensure future generations have the same opportunity to 

encounter Jesus amidst the beauty of holiness. 

In recent years the generosity of supporters like you has allowed us to restore the font and the Great East Window.   
Now we face the challenge of repairing the Cathedral roof so that it is reliably leak-free.  This will ensure that the 
Cathedral equipment and furnishings are not damaged and that worshippers and visitors are dry and comfortable in 
all seasons 

A recent grant application to fund this work was unsuccessful; we believe that a future application is more likely to 
succeed if we are able to match any amount requested with a contribution from our own funds. To achieve this we 
need to build up our reserves. 

Your gift will help us take the next step in sharing hope in and through St Saviour’s. 

Donations to the National Trust – St Saviours Restoration Fund are tax deductible.  Please see the next page for 
details of how you can give. 

May the God of all hope fill your heart with all joy and peace in believing, 

 

 

Bishop Mark Short 

June 2025 

Over the past month St Saviour’s has hosted an exhibition in conjunction with the Anglican Church of 
Australia’s Hope25 initiative. Under the enthusiastic leadership of Sub-Dean Canon Anne Wentzel a team of 
volunteers developed an interactive display featuring images, poetry, Scripture and prayers. Scores of visitors 
have engaged with the exhibition and many have taken a copy of Luke’s gospel, where they can encounter 
Jesus, the source of lasting hope.

Such transformational hospitality and mission is possible because we have been gifted such a prominent 
building. Maintaining and restoring St Saviours will ensure future generations have the same opportunity to 
encounter Jesus amidst the beauty of holiness.

In recent years the generosity of supporters like you has allowed us to restore the font and the Great East 
Window. Now we face the challenge of repairing the Cathedral roof so that it is reliably leak-free. This will 
ensure that the Cathedral equipment and furnishings are not damaged and that worshippers and visitors are 
dry and comfortable in all seasons

A recent grant application to fund this work was unsuccessful; we believe that a future application is more 
likely to succeed if we are able to match any amount requested with a contribution from our own funds.  
To achieve this we need to build up our reserves.

Your gift will help us take the next step in sharing hope in and through St Saviour’s.

Donations to the National Trust – St Saviours Restoration Fund are tax deductible.  
Please visit St Saviour’s Cathedral website for details of how you can give.

May the God of all hope fill your heart with all joy and peace in believing,

Bishop Mark Short

For well over a hundred years St Saviour’s Cathedral has been an icon of hope at the 
heart of the city of Goulburn. Now this magnificent building is being used to share a 
message of hope in fresh and innovative ways.

Find Out More:  www.goulburncathedral.org.au/donations/

https://anglicancg.org.au/chaplaincy-symposium/
https://goulburncathedral.org.au/donations/
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DATE		  DAY 		   TIME		  LOCATION

29 July			   Tuesday 	  7:00pm	  South Wagga Anglican Church

30 July 			  Wednesday 	  7:00pm	  St John’s Anglican Church, Young 

31 July 			  Thursday 	  7:00pm	  St James’ Anglican Church, Holt

2 August 		  Saturday 	  9:30am	 	 Holy Covenant Jamison

26 August 		  Tuesday 	  7:00pm	  All Saints’ Anglican Church, Bodalla 

27 August 		  Wednesday 	  7:00pm	  The Village Church Jindabyne

28 August 		  Thursday 	  7:00pm	  St Nicholas’ Anglican Church, North Goulburn

30 August 		  Saturday 	  9:30am	 	 Good Shepherd Curtin

Ministry to young people is a vital aspect of our Diocesan mission. 
A review of Synergy Youth and Children and youth and children’s ministry 
more generally was authorised by Synod to ensure this part of our life is 

‘fit for purpose’ as we seek to reach and disciple new generations for Jesus.

Dr David Fagg from Bendigo is undertaking this review. 
The Workshops below are open to anyone with an interest in this work.

Bishop Mark

YOUTH & CHILDREN’S MINISTRY                                                     

 DATE DAY & TIME LOCATION

July 29  Tuesday Evening - 7:00pm South Wagga Anglican Church

July 30  Wednesday Evening - 7:00pm St John’s Anglican Church Young

July 31 Thursday Evening - 7:00pm St James’ Anglican Church Holt

August 2 Saturday Morning - 9:30am Holy Covenant Jamison

August 26 Tuesday Evening - 7:00pm All Saints’ Anglican Church Bodalla

August 27 Wednesday Evening - 7:00pm The Village Church Jindabyne

August 28 Thursday Evening - 7:00pm St Nicholas’ Anglican Church  North Goulburn

August 30 Saturday Morning - 9:30am Good Shepherd Curtin

in the Diocese - A Review

https://anglicancg.org.au/book-launch-and-panel-discussion-theology-matters/
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Dr David Fagg is a veteran in youth 
ministry and community-based youth 
work. From his late high school years, 
he volunteered in youth ministry at St 
Alfred’s Anglican Church (Blackburn, 
Melbourne), as well as camping ministry 
with Scripture Union, and eventually 
became the youth pastor at St Alfred’s in 
the early 2000s.

Since then, he has worked as a youth 
worker, foster carer, high school teacher, 
as an educator in youth work and youth 

ministry, and as a local councillor for the Greater Bendigo City Council. 
He is currently a youth and community worker at St Matthew’s Church in 
Bendigo, as well as lecturing at Eastern College in the area of youth work.

He is experienced in working with young people in churches, out-of-home 
care, public high schools, and neighbourhoods. He has also led teams 
of youth leaders, and was the course co-ordinator for Praxis, a Christian 
organisation that trained people for youth work in churches and secular 
organisations. He has qualifications in teaching, youth work, and theology, 
and has completed a PhD on the relationship between Christianity and 
secular youth work.

David is carrying out the review of the role of Synergy  Youth and Children, 
with the intent of clarifying how the Diocese could act in the future to 
strengthen youth ministry. 

He is reviewing documents, surveying parish leaders, interviewing a range 
of stakeholders, and conducting in-person workshops in each deanery.

He is really looking forward to meeting people at the deanery workshops.

If you have questions about the review of Synergy Youth and Children, and 
would like to talk with Dr Fagg, please contact him on 0421 764 699, or 
email at dave.fagg@themightyinkpot.com.

Visit the Synergy Website

https://anglicancg.org.au/book-launch-and-panel-discussion-theology-matters/
https://www.synergy.org.au/
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Opinion Piece 

Power Up Those Points!

1: Use slides. They are powerful! Being able to see 
words and images on a screen is a powerful way to 
communicate and, when used well, can helpfully 
complement the spoken word. 

2: Do not use slides. At least not always. The sermon 
should still be primarily a preached message, and not 
every message is enhanced by a visual accompaniment. 
For example, I cannot imagine I would ever use slides in 
a wedding or funeral sermon. More specifically, slides 
can be helpful when the purpose of a sermon (or a 
section within a sermon) is to teach. When the purpose 
is exhortation or emotional appeal, less so. 

3: Use the power of the blank slide. If you do not need 
a slide at a particular moment, use a blank, by which 
I do not mean an empty slide with the presentation 
template showing but a completely black slide, 
indistinguishable from as if someone pulled the power 
cord out of the projector. I have found when I switch to 
a blank slide, while there can be an initial glance at the 
screen as the audience registers a visual change, the 
attention then immediately focuses back on me. This is 
the purpose of a blank slide: “look back to me because 
I now want your undivided attention.” 

4: Do not use slides unnecessarily. Further to the 
above, remember that a slide is a giant, bright screen 
which will unavoidably draw people’s attention. 
Your audience will look at it, even while you are 
speaking. If you do not want people looking at it, 
leave it completely black. A slide that says “Message” 
or “Prayers” is, quite apart from being completely 
unnecessary, an unhelpful distraction. So too is a slide 
which was relevant to the point you were making 
60 seconds ago but from which you have moved on. 

5: Use slides to highlight text. Quoting a Bible verse? 
Put it on the slide. Highlighting a particular phrase 
within a verse? Highlight it on the slide. I will often 
show a verse, then put a particular phrase within it in 
yellow bold type to highlight it. We want our audience 
to engage with the text of Scripture, so what better way 
than by putting the relevant words on a slide, possibly 
highlighted, so everyone can see them. 

6: Read the exact text on your slide. If you put text 
on a slide, people will look at it, so read it out at the 
same time. Words are more easily absorbed when 
they are being heard and read together, but ensure the 
words you vocalise are the exact same ones as those 
displayed. If they are different your audience will be 
trying to decide whether to focus on what their ears 
are hearing or what their eyes are seeing, and so will be 
distracted by the discrepancy. 

7: Look at the screen as you read it or refer to it. 
This may or may not be possible, depending on the 
physical layout of the room, but if it is possible, it can 
be a powerful way to focus everybody’s attention to it. 
My own preference is to have the screen off to the side 
where I can easily look at it. If the screen is centrally 
mounted, consider moving the lectern to one side to 
make this possible. 

By Reverend James Coats, Chaplain at Canberra Grammar School

A picture is worth a thousand words, or so the saying goes. But while I am sure I have read thousands of words 
on how to be a better preacher, I cannot recall reading or hearing anything on the effective use of visual slides to 
accompany a sermon. No doubt there are articles out there on the topic, but having experimented with my own 
talks and observed how other preachers use slides, I have developed some ideas in how I think this technology 
can be used well. My own journey in this area began relatively recently. For most of my parish ministry, despite 
the technology being available, I hardly used it; my sermons were purely spoken affairs. Speaking at school Chapel 
services, however, has led me to use slides more frequently and so think about how best to use them. I hope this 
article might encourage other preachers to think more intentionally about their own practice in this area.

Photo by Andrew DeGarde 

https://www.pexels.com/photo/congregation-gathered-in-a-modern-church-interior-29422232/
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8: Reveal words line by line. Combined with the above, 
this is another way to powerfully use slides for teaching. 
I did this recently in a school Chapel service to explain 
the difference between good pride and bad pride, 
where I went through each item in two lists, with each 
dot point appearing separately as I clicked through 
them and gave a brief explanation. 

9: Use helpful images. When it comes to displaying 
images, they can be helpful or distracting. I think helpful 
images are those that make clear something concrete 
you are trying to describe. For example, showing what 
Bible places look like, or images of a historical figure 
you are discussing. One recent example of this I used 
was showing where Corinth is on a map and then 
explaining its strategic position in terms of trade, before 
showing current photos of it including its historic sites 
– this helped the students understand that the Bible is 
grounded in real geography and history and is not just a 
book of abstract principles. 

10: Do not use unhelpful images. Unhelpful images 
can be those which illustrate an illustration or an 
abstract concept. For example, if you are discussing the 
topic of hope, an image of a group of 20-somethings 
standing on a mountaintop looking into the distance 
with arms upstretched trying to look inspiring, frankly, 
does not communicate hope to me. Similarly, do not 
use a powerful visual image for something that is only 
incidental or tangential to your main points. 

11: Control your slides. At school I am happy to let kids 
do Bible readings, read prayers, even light candles, 
however, I will never let them control the slides. Why? 
Because if the timing is out, it is an annoyance to 
everyone and the slides will distract from rather than 
complement the message. Instead, use a remote clicker. 
These are cheap and reliable and can be used easily 
by the preacher. Combined with this, I will frequently 
write “<image>” or “<slide>” or “<blank>” or similar 
directions into my sermon text as a prompt for when I 
need to change the slide. 

12: Practise your talk with slides. Just as best practice 
would involve reading your sermon out loud, so too, 
best practice with slides would involve reading your 

sermon out loud while controlling and changing the 
slides. This way you can make sure that your visuals 
align rightly with your spoken words and add to them 
rather than detract from them. It also helps ensure you 
have chosen an appropriate font size for the room. 

13: Put your Bible readings on slides. The argument 
against this in a church setting is that it will result in 
parishioners being less inclined to bring their own 
Bibles to church. That is a downside, and I readily 
admit that the gold standard is an individual bringing 
their own Bible to church to follow the reading – after 
all, this means they are not just focused on the text 
being read but are also taking in something of its 
context. Nevertheless, I think the potential reduction 
in parishioners doing this is more than compensated 
for by the upsides of having the text on the screen. For 
starters, some parishioners will still bring their Bibles 
to church and read them, especially if encouraged to 
do so. Secondly, rather than bringing Bibles to church, 
if the text is not on the screen some people will read 
the Bible on their smartphones. To me, in church, 
this is a disaster! For every person who is reading the 
Bible on their phone, there will be at least one more 
who, upon being explicitly invited from the front or 
implicitly encouraged by the example of others to open 
their phone, will be irresistibly drawn to a social media 
feed or to respond to a notification or some other 
distraction. Why any responsible church leader would 
ever encourage their congregation to pull out devices of 
mass distraction during a service is beyond me! Finally, 
and most obviously, the main upside of having the Bible 
text on slides during the Bible readings is that it allows 
everyone to read and hear the Bible text together, and 
so give it better attention. For newcomers, those less 
familiar with the Bible, and probably the majority of the 
congregation, this is invaluable and worth the possible 
downside that a small percentage of more mature 
regulars may stop bringing their own Bibles along. 
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SHARE YOUR STORY!ARE YOU OR YOUR PARISH TAKING 
STEPS TO CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION?

Whether its a community garden,  
a sustainability initiative, or an environmental 
advocacy project, we want to hear from you!

Email us:

anglicannews@anglicancg.org.au

CLICK TO DISCOVER MORE

Click to view website

NEWS & EVENTS
Care for Creation

mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dSlI78-W5o&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fseasonofcreation.org%2F&source_ve_path=OTY3MTQ
https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://anglicancg.org.au/care-for-creation
https://anglicancg.org.au/care-for-creation/
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/
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https://kab.org.au/keep-australia-beautiful-week/
https://landcareaustralia.org.au/
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Upcoming
E V E N T S

RSVP by Contact

Saturday, 26/7/2025 5pm to 8.30pm 
Bishop Mark and Dr Monica Short's home in Watson.

For further information please contact Joan Eberle 0493368139

You are warmly invited to the State Mothers Union triannual 
conference and barbeque dinner
Cost: Free
Information about speakers can be found at this link: 
https://www.muaustralia.org.au/amua-nsw-conference-2025

21/7/2025
Bookings: Alison Payne 
alison.payne@anglicancg.org.aualison.payne@anglicancg.org.au

Prayer Service for Healing 
St John’s Anglican Church Parish of 

Canberra Constitution Ave Reid ACT
 

Sunday 20th July 2.00pm
There are books available for sale and others that are free

There will be a retiring offertory for the work of OSL

 Chaplain for the Canberra Chapter : Fr John Gibson

Chaplain for this service: Canon Kevin Stone

Enquiries: 045 067 6864

EVENT SUBMISSIONS

We welcome submissions from 
across the Diocese! 

To have your event featured, please email us at 
anglicannews@anglicancg.org.au and include 
your event flyer/image at least one month prior to 
the event date. Ad submissions should preferably 
be high-resolution PDF, PNG, or JPEG files, ideally 
formatted to suit a quarter-page A4 layout.

Events will be promoted until they occur.  
Please note that late submissions may not be 
guaranteed placement.

mailto:apayne%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
https://eml-paus01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/264EDF57-F338-4C7F-94D7-56ADF0667F0A/r/264EDF57-F338-4C7F-94D7-56ADF0667F0A_6cf94f03-c062-4439-b24f-de48bcc6989f/l/4789163E-8C22-4119-B4D0-A3A41426DE21/c
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https://events.humanitix.com/copy-of-dirrum-dirrum-festival-2025
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VAC A NC I E S
Diocesan

www.anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/

Rector 
Murrumburrah-Harden Parish, NSW

Rector 
Wagga Wagga Parish, NSW

Rector 
Southern Monaro Parish, NSW

Rector 
Cooma Parish, NSW

Church Planter 
St Peter’s Anglican Church,  
Weston Molonglo

Assistant Minister (Youth 
& Young Adults Focus) OR 
Children’s & Youth Minister 
South Wagga Anglican Church, 
Wagga Wagga NSW

Library Manager

St Mark’s National Theological Centre provides 
individuals with the ‘tools’ for ministry in an 
environment that is ‘centrally orthodox,’ biblically 
based, practical, missional, ecumenically 
collaborative, and scholarly. 

St Mark’s is seeking a proactive and visionary 
Library Manager to lead one of Australia’s most 
significant theological libraries. The Library 
Manager will guide a small team of committed 
staff and volunteers, maintain and develop 
high-quality collections, and ensure the library 
continues to support theological learning, 
professional ministry formation, and public 
theological discourse.

To learn more, Contact Dani Linssen  
Danielle.linssen@stmarks.edu.au. 

Applications are invited now.

SCAN THE  
QR CODE  
TO LEARN  

MORE & APPLY 
TODAY!

www.anglicare.com.au/careers

In partnership with the Anglican Church, 
Anglicare seeks to be a leading provider of 
community services by supporting individuals 
and families to hope, heal and thrive in all 
stages of life.

Want to join us and make a difference?
Applications are now open for a variety of 
roles across our region. Visit our website for 
more information or to apply today.

 
 
 

 

Wanniassa, ACT 

is seeking a 
CHILDREN’S & FAMILIES EVANGELIST & MINISTER 

St Matt’s is a large evangelical Anglican Church in the suburbs of Canberra.   We seek to 
be a people who are gripped by the Love of God, helping Strangers become Believers,  

Believers become Lovers, and Lovers to become Warriors for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The kids’ ministry is a fundamental part of our church’s mission, equipping the saints for 
gospel-centred works of service through… 

• overseeing a variety of children and families’ ministries,   
• equipping teams of leaders in those ministries, 
• discipling the young leaders, 
• helping parents in their most important role of raising children in the training and 

instruction of the Lord. 
 

Full-Time position, and some theological education would be preferable 
To commence January 2025 

For enquiries and to request a job description about this exciting opportunity: 

Email: office@stmattswanniassa.org.au   or 

Phone:  0410 609 552 

Applications close Friday 18 October, 2024 

 

 

 

Children’s Evangelist and Pastor 
St Matthew’s Wanniassa, ACT

Click to view all ADS Career Opportunities

Click here to visit the 
website for more.

https://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/
http://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-murrumburrah-harden/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-wagga-wagga/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-southern-monaro/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-cooma-parish/
https://anglicancg.org.au/church-planter-molonglo-valley-weston-molonglo-parish/
https://anglicancg.org.au/assistant-minister-youth/
https://anglicancg.org.au/assistant-minister-youth/
https://anglicancg.org.au/assistant-minister-youth/
mailto:Danielle.linssen%40stmarks.edu.au?subject=
https://anglicancg.org.au/childrens-evangelist-and-pastor-wanniassa/
https://anglicandiocesan.recruitmenthub.com.au/Vacancies/
https://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/positions-vacant/

