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In October (27-30), Bishop Mark and I joined 
with other bishops from around the country for a 
National Bishops’ Meeting in Sydney. The focus was 
on Clergy Wellbeing and the role of Professional 
Supervision, Professional Development and regular 
Ministry Reviews in supporting wellbeing. Research 
was presented on this from the Adelaide Diocese in 
collaboration with Flinders University.

The benefits of each were identified as follows:

Pastoral Supervision
•	 Provides a safe, confidential, and structured 

space for ministers to reflect on their 
ministry practice with a trained supervisor.

•	 Promotes ethical, faithful, and 
compassionate ministry.

•	 Encourages connection and collegiality.
•	 Improves vocational and spiritual resilience.

Professional Development
•	 Fosters lifelong learning and 

adaptability in ministry.
•	 Ensures ministers are equipped to 

meet contemporary challenges and 
societal expectations.

At a recent Anglican Diocesan Services (ADS) staff meeting, I gave an update on a 
few things happening in the world of bishops.

REFLECTION
Bishop Vanessa’s

Pictured: Annabel Crabb with bishops Sophie, Sarah, Kay, 
Kate W, me and Sonia. (Missing bishops Genieve and Kate P)

continued on page 4...

•	 Improves competence, confidence, and capability.
•	 Equips clergy to manage diverse and 

growing responsibilities.

Ministry Reviews
•	 Provide a structured, reflective process for 

ministers to evaluate their ministry practice, 
receive feedback, and identify areas for 
growth and development.

•	 Encourage self-awareness, accountability, 
and continuous improvement.

•	 Support a sense of mastery and self-efficacy 
in ministry.

•	 Empower clergy to set goals and boundaries, 
enhancing control over their ministry journey.

While much has been done in the first two areas, many 
dioceses, including ours, have work to do in the area of 
Ministry Reviews. We are exploring a 3-year cycle of:

Year 1: completing a self-review document and 
discussing it with a Professional Supervisor.

Year 2: completing a self-review and discussing it 
with a Diocesan representative as well as a 
Professional Supervisor.

Year 3: completing a simplified 360-review.

We are interested in what other dioceses have trialled 
and refined, so we don’t have to reinvent the wheel.

Also at the National Bishops’ Meeting, the women 
bishops met up with Annabel Crabb over dinner on 
the first night and with Julia Baird for afternoon tea 
on the third day. Both were interested in the role of 
women in the church, including the disparity of women 
in leadership report presented to our Synod last year. 
I was able to update them on the work of the Women 
in Leadership Commission since then.

For those who are interested, there are currently 
eight women bishops nationally and thirty-nine men. 
Seven of the eight women are assistant bishops and 
one an archbishop. All the other archbishops and 
diocesan bishops are male.
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Mothers Union Around the Diocese
Our joyful Mothers Union in the Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn held its AGM on 
10th September at Holy Cross Hackett Anglican Church. 

Annabel and Julia were interested in the reactions 
to the election of a woman as the next Archbishop 
of Canterbury. The Right Revd and Right Hon Dame 
Sarah Mullally will be the first female Archbishop of 
Canterbury in the role’s 1400-year history. Her formal 
installation will occur on 25 March 2026. Prior to that, 
I have accepted an invitation to join an online discussion 
with Bishop Sarah on 3 December and am looking 
forward to hearing what she has to say.

The Archbishop of Canterbury is the symbolic 
and ceremonial head of the Anglican Communion 
worldwide but without any real authority over the 
communion. The Archbishop of Canterbury calls 
bishops together for the Lambeth conference every 
10 years and seeks to maintain the unity of the Anglican 
Communion worldwide, a very challenging role to say 
the least. Please pray for Bishop Sarah as she prepares 
for this role.

Another installation happening is that of Ric Thorpe as 
the Archbishop of Melbourne on Sunday 30 Nov 2025. 
Bishop Mark and I will be flying down to Melbourne 
to participate in the service at St Paul’s Cathedral. 
Please also pray for Ric as he steps into that role.

The day before Ric’s installation, our diocese will be 
celebrating the ordination of Gaynor Elder and Susan 
Robertson to the order of priest. I look forward to 
seeing clergy and others at St Saviour’s on 29 November 
to support, encourage and pray for Gaynor and Sue as 
they each take this important step in their ministry.

Meanwhile, Bishop Mark has now taken up the role 
of Primate of the Anglican Church of Australia. Like 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Primate does not 
have any real authority over the Anglican Church 
of Australia but can have an influence as he chairs 
General Synod, works with the General Secretary of the 
Anglican Church of Australia, represents the Anglican 
Church of Australia at various events and meetings, and 
moderates our National Bishops’ meetings. 

Please pray for Mark as he adjusts to that role 
in addition to that of our Diocesan Bishop.

With prayers and blessings,

Bishop Vanessa BennettPictured: Julia Baird with bishops Sonia, Sarah, Kay, Sophie, 
Kate W and me. (Missing bishops Genieve and Kate P)

Photograph by Reverend Paul Black, used with permission

At this meeting, we thanked our much-loved Joan 
Eberlé for her outstanding work as president of our 
MU for the last sven years. Joan has fulfilled her term 
as president and is now our cherished secretary. 
Our Bishop’s wife, Monica, is now president.

We also thank our beloved previous secretary, 
Dorothy Mackenzie, for her diligence and beautiful 
thoroughness with all she did in this role. Dorothy is 
now our correspondence members coordinator. As 
you can see, there is a place for everyone in our MU. 
We can all use our gifts for God’s glory and to build 
our community. 

We have an exciting rest of the year planned. For 
example, our Mothers Union is very much looking 
forward to MU President Robin Ray’s visit in 
November this year. 

...continued from page 2
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Introducing Hope
We all have hope in something. What gives you hope? Do you think that 
Cinderella will help you get through your difficult times? Or what about 
chocolate? Does it give you hope? Or is your hope in community? Creation? 
Our future? Politics? Money? Science? God? Anything else? Bishop Mark’s 
and my hope is in Jesus’ death, resurrection, and His gift of life everlasting 
with God.

In 2024, Tearfund’s Global Hope Report disclosed that only 48% of 
Australians were hopeful about their future, and 25% were hopeful about 
our world. Sadly, many of us lack hope and are looking for comfort.

An Example of Music that Encourages Hope
Music can be comforting. Oscar Hammerstein II and Richard Rodgers’ song 
“You Never Walk Alone” has encouraged many for decades. Here are some 
words from the song: 

When you walk through a storm
Hold your head up high
And don’t be afraid of the dark
At the end of a storm
There’s a golden sky
And the sweet silver song of a lark
Walk on through the wind
Walk on through the rain
For your dreams be tossed and blown
Walk on, walk on
With hope in your heart
And you’ll never walk alone
Edward Mote’s song, “My hope is built on nothing less”, is also a 
hope-generating song. It says:
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name
On Christ the solid rock I stand
All other ground is sinking sand
All other ground is sinking sand

Do you have a favourite song that gives you hope? Hang on tight to it, 
for such things are important.

Hope for the Present & Future
Written by Dr Monica Short, Mothers Union President

The Diocese of Canberra & Goulburn Mothers Union (MU) has been thinking 
about hope. Here is an abridged version of what Dr Monica Short shared at the 
September Mothers Union service about the topic.
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An Example of How the Bible Inspires Hope
The Bible brings comfort. It is full of honest words 
reminding us that the hardships we endure will not 
last forever. Right now, we are hearing on the news 
a lot about different wars in our world. The Global 
Peace Index 2025 reports there are about 59 conflicts 
involving 92 countries. This prevalence of war creates 
fear and a sense of hopelessness. Thankfully, the Bible 
teaches us how to hope in uncertain times. Isaiah 49:13 
says, “Sing for joy, O heavens! Rejoice, O earth! Burst 
into song, O mountains! For the LORD has comforted 
his people and will have compassion on them in their 
suffering”.

Barry Webb, in his book The Message of Isaiah, tells us 
that this Old Testament Bible verse was written around 
740 years before Christ during the Assyrian Empire 
expansion. This was a crazy time politically, with many 
wars. Isaiah engaged his conflictual period of history 
with rich sociological and theological hope-filled ideas. 
Even the name Isaiah is hope-filled; it means “God is 
salvation”. 

We can do similar today. We, too, can think in ways that 
bring hope, and share Bible passages that encourage 
us and those around us to keep going despite what is 
happening in the world.

MU Works Can Bring Hope
The Anglican Mothers Union Australia website shares 
that MU has over 4 million members in 84 countries. 
MU is an inspiring worldwide community that brings 
hope to many, including people impacted by stress and 
depression.

Our Charles Sturt University research into “effective 
recruitment, retention, and wellbeing strategies for 
rural NGO mental health workers” has brought to my 
attention the extent of mental illness in our community. 
According to the Australian Institute of Health and 
Welfare’s “Prevalence and impact of mental illness” 
website, in 2020-2022, in Australia, 22% of people 
had experienced a mental illness. Additionally, Helena 
Granziera and her colleagues’ research into teachers’ 
workload, turnover intentions, and mental health found 
that more than two thirds of teachers show moderate 
to extremely severe symptoms of depression. 

Our Mothers Union are concerned about the wellbeing 
of teachers and the flow-on effect this has on children 
and families. We are going to spread hope within a local 
school community. MU will give teachers a beautiful 
thank-you card, a gift, and food. Please pray for this 
action of hope. 

Conclusion
The lived experience of reading the Bible and having 
faith in Jesus gives hope. This hope differs from hearing 
a fairy tale, such as Cinderella, or indulging in a treat like 
chocolate. Having hope in Jesus brings many of us life, 
joy and much comfort during difficult times. 

May we come together to take up the call by God to 
create hope for now and into the future in our local 
communities. After all, hope is a blessing. Hope is worth 
sharing, researching, praying for, and even singing 
about. Also, may we remember that our hope is found 
in Christ, the solid rock on whom we stand. Faith in 
Christ helps us walk on with hope in our hearts through 
any wind or rain that could negatively impact our lives. 

Acknowledgement: This article was written originally for MU Mia Mia. The author is grateful for permission to 
reprint the article in Anglican News.
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The parish held a potluck dinner on the Saturday 
evening with food and entertainment provided by 
some very talented cooks and musicians. Bishop 
Vanessa and Paul Bennett were guests of the parish.

The following morning Bishop Vanessa was the 
celebrant and preacher at the 9.00am service. 
She also blessed and consecrated two new stained/
coloured glass windows in the Sanctuary of the church. 
The windows were donated by Malathi and Rohan 
Dias Abeyesinghe in memory of their parents Felix and 
Beryl, former faithful members of the congregation. 
Rohan was able to join us for the dinner and the 
Sunday service.

After many years of planning and consultation with the 
congregation and the family the windows were made 
by Max Giampietro of ACT Stained Glass.

The left side window includes the image of water 
(to represent the suburb of Kaleen – which is the 
Wiradjuri tribe word for water). The design and colour 
blue were chosen to represent the water of life and the 
symbol of Baptism and complements the depiction of 
Jesus’ baptism in the adjoining wall-hanging. The green 
panels symbolise the hill and grassland of the suburb 
of Lawson (named after the Australian writer and poet 
Henry Lawson). 

The right side window includes the image of a star 
(to represent the suburb of Giralang – which is the 
Wiradjuri tribe word for star). The star represents the 
light of Christ and complements the depiction in the 
adjoining wall-hanging of the star in the evening sky 
at the end of Christ’s earthly life, with the red tying 
in with the sunset colours in the hanging. The green 
panels symbolise the hill and grassland of Lawson.

New Windows at St Simon’s

St Simon’s Anglican Church, Kaleen Giralang Lawson, had a 
weekend of celebrations to commemorate St Simon’s Day on 
the weekend of 25-26 October 2025.

Supplied by Robyn Body, St Simon’s Anglican Church, Kaleen Giralang Lawson

On 20 October 2025, representatives from Mothers Union Canberra & 
Goulburn and our Diocese celebrated World Teacher and Staff Day at 
The Anglican School, Googong. We had fun sharing morning tea with 
all the staff at the school. There were homemade heart-shaped biscuits 
by MU members, cards designed by Levi (Joan Eberle’s grandson), and 
educators and staff thank-you gift packs with the Bible verse Prov 9:9: 

Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still;

teach the righteous and they will add to their learning.

Celebrating World Teachers Day at 
The Anglican School, Googong
Written by Dr Monica Short, Mothers Union President

Three cheers for all who work in the education sector. 
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What do I get up to?
Alongside parenting with my husband Steve, my 
ministry work is in three part-time areas: as a minister 
with Renew Anglican Church, Tuggeranong; as the 
Assistant Director of Church Planting for City to City 
Australia - I train and coach women and men starting 
churches and their teams across all denominations 
in Australia; and in Ministry Training with St Mark’s 
National Theological Centre - teaching courses such 
as the upcoming Bible study leader training day, the 
preaching course, and working on the ministry pipeline 
for the Diocese to increase the number of men and 
women serving in lay and ordained ministry. I serve on 
the Episcopal Election Nominations Committee, the 
Women in Leadership Commission, and the Pelican 
Foundation, and I’m editing a book.

In this article, I want to reflect on something that I draw 
on in my work with church planters—something that 
might also be relevant to you.

Facing uncertainty
Starting new churches is exhilarating yet daunting. 
It’s also the normal outworking of the Great 
Commission. Every one of our churches was 
“planted” once—some in our Diocese are celebrating 
their 150th anniversaries this year, while others are still 
in the planning stage. I often feel like a midwife helping 
those new communities.

Whether you’re starting a new faith community, 
entering a new phase of ministry, or facing changes in 
your health or family, one thing is certain: uncertainty.

“I don’t know if anyone will come to the Alpha course.”

“I don’t know if the new church community I’m pouring 
myself into starting will grow. Will anyone come?”

“I don’t know if Dad will recognise me when I visit 
today. Does he even know me anymore?”

“I don’t know if our church will be able to afford to do 
those renovations.”

“I don’t know if my grandkids will want to follow Jesus.”

The desire or pressure to make wise decisions, 
succeed, and lead others can create stress, self-doubt, 
and even spiritual fatigue. 

I’ve known this personally. Steve and I had a long 
season of uncertainty as we struggled with infertility. 
We felt it again when we started Renew Anglican 
Church and during those early, stretching years in the 
new church. Every one of us will face seasons like this. 
What are you facing now?

Trusting God Through Life’s Uncertainties 
The Women in Leadership Commission is raising the profile of women in ministry 
by sharing their stories. This article is part of an ongoing series and is the story of 
Reverend Anna Boxwell of Renew Anglican Church, Tuggeranong. 

Pictured: Greenway, TuggeranongWomen in Leadership: Monthly Profile
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The gospel in our uncertainty
Part of my work in training church planters is helping 
them notice how they respond to uncertainty, and 
how they can apply the gospel to themselves. Planters 
face many unknowns: Will anyone join the team? Will 
financial support come through? Will anyone become 
a Christian? These moments often stir the urge to seize 
control, grasping at anything that makes us feel secure.

That anxiety can spill out as overwork, disengagement, 
irritability, or a subtle belief that we need to earn God’s 
favour. Deep down, we might think, “Don’t you see 
how hard I’m working for you, God? You’d better come 
through.”

Think of a particular aspect of uncertainty in your life:

•	 How might you be responding in unhelpful or 
ungodly ways?

•	 Where do you look for refuge, safety, comfort, 
and escape, apart from God? 

•	 When you are fearful or discouraged, where do 
you run first?

Take this to God in prayer. Ask God to help you see how 
Jesus satisfies more than the fleeting things you may 
pursue instead.

Resting in God’s faithfulness
Our confidence doesn’t rest in our capacity to manage 
life’s variables, but in God’s steady faithfulness. 

The Apostle Paul knew constant uncertainty—
shipwrecks, imprisonment, and countless obstacles—
yet he wrote in Philippians 4:4-7 that we should rejoice, 
remember the Lord is near, and “not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God”.

This isn’t just something to embroider on a cushion, 
or lob at someone having a hard time - but to rest 
in, in the thick of hard times. We remember that He 
is present, He listens, He cares, and He is powerful. 
There’s freedom to fail.

In times of uncertainty, we can also benefit from the 
support of trusted people. As the Body of Christ, we 
build one another up, especially through the unknown.

When you feel worried about what’s to come, 
remember: your safety, forgiveness, and freedom are 
already secure in Christ. You are loved, not because 
of what you achieve or manage, but because of what 
Jesus has done.

That truth—unchanging, immovable—is what steadies 
us through every uncertain season.

Pictured: Renew Anglican Church Camp, October 2025
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Celebrations around Australia 
mark 30 years of lives changed 
through Kairos Prison Ministry
Supplied by Sarah Giordano, Kairos Prison Ministry Australia

Kairos Prison Ministry has marked 30 years of life-changing 
work in Australia’s correctional facilities with a series of 
well-received events in Brisbane, Sydney and Adelaide, 
attended in-person and online by 750 people. 

Over the past three decades, Kairos has grown into a nationwide movement 
of hope bringing gospel-fuelled transformation to people impacted by 
incarceration. Since its beginnings in 1995, more than 720 programs have 
been delivered across 50 correctional and community locations in Australia – 
reaching over 10,000 men, women, and young people through Kairos Inside, 
Kairos Outside, and Kairos Torch.

This profound impact was celebrated with music, testimonies, afternoon 
tea, and powerful stories from people whose lives have been changed by the 
ministry. The events were a wonderful mix of celebrating and honouring the 
past, and then looking forward to the future.

Pictured: Kairos Outside, Canberra October 2025

Pictured: Colin Stiller, Deb Poulton & 
Evelyn Lemly at the Brisbane  
30th Anniversary Celebration
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Stories of Hope
Each event featured unique testimonies from local 
volunteers and past Kairos participants, who shared 
generously from their own experiences.

At the Sydney event, attendees heard from a former 
participant in Kairos Inside, the program that sends 
volunteers into prisons to work with current inmates.

Simon shared his story of encountering Kairos 
volunteers at Silverwater Jail in 2006. Simon told 
the guests, “Before Kairos, hope was in short supply. 
Life behind bars strips away so much - comfort, 
dignity, a sense of belonging. But then these incredible 
volunteers arrived, treating us, treating me, as people, 
not just as prisoners… it was openhearted generosity.”

“During the Kairos course, I opened up in ways I never 
thought I would. I felt the walls inside me start to 
crumble. I started to believe I could be different.”

“The transformation Kairos began in me has rippled far 
and wide. My sons, my friends and my community saw 
the change in me and through me they encountered 
the spirit and story of Kairos. Healing is contagious 
- when one person finds hope, it lifts up those 
around them.”

At the Brisbane event, Glenda shared her story of 
attending a Kairos Outside weekend retreat. Kairos 
Outside provides support for female relatives 
or friends of a current or former prison inmate. 
Glenda’s son is incarcerated and she struggled 
immensely with guilt and grief when he first went 
to prison. But when she attended a Kairos Outside 
weekend, she felt her burden lighten.

“It was a place where I met with other women who 
understood what it was like to have a loved one in 
prison. The talks were all just for me. I felt loved, 
understood and overwhelmed that there were women 
who would give so much of themselves for me. I praise 
God that he brought me into contact with Kairos 
Outside. The healing I received was God-anointed.”

Glenda is now a volunteer with Kairos Outside herself, 
and shared about the joy of seeing other women’s faith 
blossom over a weekend. “So many women have said 
to me, ‘I will go back to church now - if you can do it I 
can too.’ Or, ‘I will read this Bible you gave me, because 
I want to know Jesus’.”

Glenda also brought a message from her son, who is 
in prison and attended a Kairos Inside group. He said, 
“We were shown unconditional love by everyone from 
KI. It felt like they were true Christian people who don’t 
judge us at all… I really felt the love of Christ doing KI.”

Joining the ministry
International CEO Evelyn Lemly was in attendance 
and encouraged guests with stories of growth in 
Kairos’s work around the world in nearly 500 locations 
across the USA, South Africa, the Dominican Republic, 
Honduras, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Canada, the UK, 
Nigeria, Uganda, Malawi and Kenya. Internationally 
Kairos has over 30,000 volunteers - and new volunteers 
are always welcome!

Colin Bradford, a very early volunteer with Kairos, 
encouraged attendees - and anyone else becoming 
aware of Kairos - to consider joining the ministry. 
He highlighted that Kairos doesn’t just change the 
lives of those who are incarcerated, but those who 
volunteer as well.

“If you’re thinking about volunteering with Kairos, 
prepare to have your life changed - your attitudes, 
your understanding of what it means to be a Christian, 
your understanding of what it means to be in ministry. 
Prepare to have it changed.”

To get involved with Kairos Prison Ministry Australia, 
interested individuals and churches can visit 
kairos.org.au. There is also the opportunity to sign 
up for regular communications from Kairos, to stay in 
touch with what the ministry is doing and partner with 
Kairos in prayer.

Watch the Celebration Events

Click to visit the Kairos YouTube channel here. 

Pictured: Deb Poulton interviewing Colin Bradford

Pictured: 30th Anniversary Celebration Sydney

https://www.youtube.com/@kairosprisonministryaustralia
http://kairos.org.au
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At the gathering the volunteers were recognised 
with a certificate for significant service, especially 
the years of service given by many volunteers 
for over 5–10 years and more. Our founding 
group of volunteers will reach 15 years’ service 
in 2026. This year Covenant Care has assisted 
25 clients providing over 2200 hours of care, 
served over 500 lunches with the assistance of 
the Canberra Southern Cross Club, assisted with 
600 trips to the toilet, made (and mostly drunk) 
1400 cups of tea/coffee and our volunteers have 
generously donated over 2800 hours to provide 
this exemplary care for our community. 

The evening was generously catered for by 
the Southern Cross Club in Jamison, who also 
provide Covenant Care Day Hospice clients with 
their two-course meal during their day at the 
hospice every Monday. Among the guests was 
the CEO of the Southern Cross Club Matt Walshe 
who very generously thanked everyone for this 
program and the volunteers for their amazing 
commitment. Matt Walshe added that the club 
will continue their support to Covenant Care 
Day Hospice into the future.

Others acknowledging the work of the volunteers 
were The Rev’d Dr Wayne Brighton, Rector of 
the parish, the Covenant Care Program Manager, 
Leanne McKean and Chair of the Management 
Committee, Mrs Anne McDowell. Appreciation 
was also given to members of the parish who 
gave of their time to serve the volunteers and 
guests in many ways.

Further to this gathering the volunteers were 
invited to the following Sunday services 
where they were recognised for their service 
and blessed.

Covenant Care continues to make a significant 
impact in the community helping those who are 
living at home with a significant life-threatening 
illness and thus giving their carer (husband, 
wife, children) a day’s rest from caring. 

Celebrations at Covenant Care
Written by Archdeacon Anne Ranse OAM

Covenant Care celebrated its wonderful volunteers in an appreciation evening at 
Holy Covenant Jamison on 6 November 2025.
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Last Christmas, Melissa—a full-time aged care worker 
and single mum—faced a crisis she never imagined. 

“I felt so terrible”, she said. “I just didn’t understand how 
I had gotten to a place where I was asking for help to 
feed my girls. I had just worked an extra shift, and I was 
so exhausted. I didn’t know what else to do.”

A full-time aged care worker and a single mother to two 
young daughters, Melissa is no stranger to hard work—
her days are spent caring for others, and her evenings 
are devoted to her girls. But last Christmas, a series of 
unexpected expenses had left her with growing debt, 
and she was at risk of losing her rental property.

“I just couldn’t keep up”, she said. “I was working as 
much as I could, but the rent, the childcare fees, keeping 
the car on the road—it was all piling up.”

Melissa came to the Anglicare Hub hoping to get some 
groceries to tide her family over. What she found was 
more than food—it was dignity, compassion, and a 
community that welcomed her and her daughters with 
open arms.

“It was just before Christmas” recalls Anglicare staff 
member Shannon*. “The Hub was decorated and there 
was a children’s craft activity in the main room. We got 
the girls involved and I sat with Melissa to have a chat 
and see how we could help. She nearly cried when I 
asked if she wanted me to add her name to the list for 
receiving Christmas gifts for the girls.”

“That was just amazing,” said Melissa. “I wouldn’t have 
been able to get the girls anything last Christmas if it 
wasn’t for Anglicare”.

The team encouraged Melissa to come to the centre 
regularly, so she could prioritise rent and avoid losing 
her home. They connected her with our financial 
counselling team, who helped her manage her debt, 
apply for government benefits, and put strategies in 
place to strengthen her financial situation.

Like many essential workers in Australia, aged care 
workers like Melissa are disproportionately impacted by 
the housing crisis. The most recent Anglicare Australia 
Essential Workers Report showed that less than 
two percent of available properties were affordable 
for an aged care worker—meaning if Melissa lost her 
current rental, she would struggle to find another. 

“Melissa worked so hard,” Shannon said. “She never 
asked for more than she needed. We just kept 
reminding her—‘You’re doing your best and the rest 
is what we’re here for.’” 

By mid-year, Melissa no longer needed food relief. She 
had regained control of her finances and was feeling 
more confident. But she and her daughters still come to 
hub—not for groceries, but for connection. 

“They love it here,” Melissa said. “It’s not just about 
getting help—it’s about being part of something, 
joining in the activities and knowing you’re welcome.” 

In addition to gifts for the girls, Melissa received a 
Christmas hamper last year filled with special foods 
to brighten the season. This year, her daughters are 
making handmade Christmas cards to thank the 
Anglicare teams. 

“I wanted them to have a way to say thank you 
for everything”, said Melissa. 

At Christmas, Anglicare’s Emergency Relief Hubs see so 
many families like Melissa’s. There are older people on 
limited incomes, young people who feel unsafe going 
home, and essential workers who can’t afford housing 
in the communities they serve. 

Melissa’s transformation is a testament to what 
compassion can do. 

Please 
consider 
giving to 
Anglicare’s 
Christmas 
Appeal 
and help 
provide 
families 
the care, 
connection 
and hope 
they need 
right now. 

Anglicare Appeal Provides  
Hope at Christmas: Melissa’s Story

https://www.anglicare.com.au/services/get-involved/appeals/2025-christmas-appeal/2025-christmas-appeal-give/
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NEWS & HIGHLIGHTS

How to keep your humanity in the AI age

Free sample: Sabbath Gospel

Priceless People by Ben Boland

Our own Dr Amy Erickson has been skeptical of AI 
since it was launched onto the world. This concern 
was heightened when at the start of the academic 
year she started to receive papers that seemed to 
be AI generated. Amy “felt like it was desecrating 
the craft of scholarship that [she] devoted her life 
to training for and that [she] thinks is so valuable”. 
This led to a weekly reading group with students to 
wrestle theologically with AI. 

On 3 November, this conversation broadened out in 
the latest St Mark’s webinar, where Amy and Director 
of St Mark’s, Dr. Jacqueline Service, conversed on the 
topic ‘How to keep your humanity in the AI age.’

Sabbath Gospel is a new book 
authored by G. P. Wagenfuhr and 
St Mark’s own Dr Amy J. Erickson. 

The world’s relentless push for 
“more and better” reflects a value 
system that is individualistic and 
economically exploitative, leaving 
Christians and the church itself 
exhausted. Amid this weariness, 

Sabbath emerges as not merely a day of rest, but a 
powerful, countercultural invitation to push back.

A free sample of the start of the book is now available. 

FREE SAMPLE HERE  → 

Ben Boland is an alumni of St Mark’s 
who has been serving as a chaplain 
for older persons for more than 
fifteen years. He has recently 
published a book that draws on this 
experience and provides practical, 
biblical guidance on sharing Jesus’ 
love with older people and those 
living with dementia.

Graduate Certificate in 
Theological Studies

Do you have an existing degree 
in any discipline? 

Do you want to dive deeper 
into theology? 

Are you ready to take the plunge 
and enrol for 2026?

WATCH THE RECORDING  →

LEARN MORE  →
EMAIL DAVID NEVILLE TO 
FIND OUT MORE  →

Our Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies is a 
4-subject course to get you started on a new journey 
of learning. For example, you could study:

•	 Intro to Christian Theology
•	 Intro to New Testament
•	 Intro to Old Testament
•	 Elective Choice

https://www.ivpress.com/sabbath-gospel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9hiSussiJA
mailto:dneville%40csu.edu.au?subject=
https://koorong.com/product/priceless-people-loving-older-people-and-people-living_9781527112681
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Preaching Basics: Practical Training in Preparing Sermons

Step through the glass: a new look at enchantment

Preaching Basics is a four-session short course designed for 
men or women who might be preaching (or anticipating 
preaching in the future), especially newish preachers, 
lay preachers, ministry apprentices, or interns.

Facilitated by Revd Steve and Revd Anna Boxwell, 
the course runs over three online sessions and one 
in-person session, which can be attended in either 
Wagga Wagga (22 November) or Canberra (29 November).

LEARN MORE  →

Has the world lost its magic and wonder since you 
grew up? Is there a deeper beauty and mystery to 
our existence or is life merely about materialism and 
the mundane? 

Join Dr Aden Cotterill and Dr Jacqueline Service 
as they explore the theme of enchantment in our 
modern life.

REGISTER HERE  →

Synoptic Gospels
Discover the richness of Matthew, Mark, and Luke and 
deepen your understanding of Jesus’ life and ministry in 
their shared but distinctive witness to the significance 
of Jesus. Starts March 2, 2026. 

If you are a regular preacher, this is a great subject to 
join to bring a freshness to your ministry.

Reunion Show: Stone to Flesh
30 years ago, Dr Michael Gladwin was the drummer for the band, Stone to Flesh.  
The indie-folk-rock ensemble formed in the 90s, while at university, proclaimed the good 
news of Jesus through music to thousands throughout Canberra and NSW, and released 
three albums in three years. 

This month the band is getting back together for the first time for an evangelistic 
outreach show. Come along!

29 NOVEMBER AT 7PM |  FREE EVENT
ST MATTHEW’S ANGLICAN CHURCH, WANNISSA

EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST HERE →

https://stmarks.edu.au/event/refine-your-skills-in-teaching-the-good-news-in-sermons/
https://streamyard.com/watch/2Ma6w7MQ39FV
https://stmarks.edu.au/event/synoptic-gospels/
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Upcoming
EVENTS

Braidwood Concert Series’ 
10th Anniversary

Polifemy Accapella Ensemble 
 ’Four candles for Advent’

St Andrew's Anglican Church
47 Elrington St, Braidwood NSW 2622, Australia

PURCHASE A TICKET HERE

Sunday 30 November
3:00pm - 4:10pm

2025 Spring Program

Sunday 30 Nov

RSVP HERE

6–7pm

https://canberrachoralsociety.org/concerts/
https://www.bushchurchaid.com.au/next25pa
https://events.humanitix.com/polifemy-accapella-ensemble-four-candles-for-advent
https://events.humanitix.com/a-service-of-nine-lessons-and-carols-4s2ulmfd
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EVENT SUBMISSIONS

To have your event featured, please 
email us at anglicannews@anglicancg.
org.au and include your event flyer/
image at least one month prior to the 
event date. Ad submissions should 
preferably be high-resolution PDF, 
PNG, or JPEG files, ideally formatted to 
suit a quarter-page A4 layout.

Events will be promoted until they occur. 
Placement may not be guaranteed.

We welcome submissions 
from across the Diocese! 

AN ADENT INVITATION
Hope for Creation

© The Anglican Church of Australia  
This text may be reproduced for use in worship in the Anglican Church of Australia. Soure: ACEN

Climate Change Prayer
Holy God, 
earth and air and water are your creation,
and every living thing belongs to you:
have mercy on us
as climate change confronts us.
Give us the will and the courage 
to simplify the way we live,
to reduce the energy we use,
to share the resources you provide,
and to bear the cost of change.
Forgive our past mistakes 
and send us your Spirit,
with wisdom in present controversies
and vision for the future to which you call us
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Advent is a season of hope and 
preparation—a time to reflect 
on God’s promise of renewal. 

As we await the coming of 
Christ, we are reminded of our 

call to care for creation and 
live sustainably. This prayer 

from the Anglican Communion 
Environmental Network invites us 
to commit our lives to protecting 
the earth and its resources as an 

act of faith and love.

VIEW ALL UPCOMING 
EVENTS ONLINE →

https://events.humanitix.com/the-story-of-bethlehem?mc_cid=c3b0bae328&mc_eid=8662cf86f9
mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
mailto:anglicannews%40anglicancg.org.au?subject=
https://acen.anglicancommunion.org/media/61486/Climate-Change-prayer.pdf
https://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/events/
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VAC A NC I E SDiocesan

Rector 
Murrumburrah-Harden Parish, NSW

Rector 
Wagga Wagga Parish, NSW

Rector 
Southern Monaro Parish, NSW

Rector 
Hope Ginninderra, ACT

Rector 
Cooma Parish, NSW

School Chaplain 
Googong, NSW

SCAN THE  
QR CODE  
TO LEARN  

MORE & APPLY 
TODAY!

www.anglicare.com.au/careers

In partnership with the Anglican Church, 
Anglicare seeks to be a leading provider of 
community services by supporting individuals 
and families to hope, heal and thrive in all 
stages of life.

Want to join us and make a difference?
Applications are now open for a variety of 
roles across our region. Visit our website for 
more information or to apply today.

 
 
 

 

Wanniassa, ACT 

is seeking a 
CHILDREN’S & FAMILIES EVANGELIST & MINISTER 

St Matt’s is a large evangelical Anglican Church in the suburbs of Canberra.   We seek to 
be a people who are gripped by the Love of God, helping Strangers become Believers,  

Believers become Lovers, and Lovers to become Warriors for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The kids’ ministry is a fundamental part of our church’s mission, equipping the saints for 
gospel-centred works of service through… 

• overseeing a variety of children and families’ ministries,   
• equipping teams of leaders in those ministries, 
• discipling the young leaders, 
• helping parents in their most important role of raising children in the training and 

instruction of the Lord. 
 

Full-Time position, and some theological education would be preferable 
To commence January 2025 

For enquiries and to request a job description about this exciting opportunity: 

Email: office@stmattswanniassa.org.au   or 

Phone:  0410 609 552 

Applications close Friday 18 October, 2024 

 

 

 

Children’s Evangelist and Pastor 
St Matthew’s Wanniassa, ACT

www.anglicancg.org.au/positions-vacant

https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-murrumburrah-harden/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-wagga-wagga/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-southern-monaro/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-hope-ginninderra/
https://anglicancg.org.au/rector-cooma-parish/
https://anglicancg.org.au/the-anglican-school-googong-school-chaplain/
https://anglicancg.org.au/childrens-evangelist-and-pastor-wanniassa/
https://anglicancg.org.au/news-and-events/positions-vacant/

