
Next Sunday 
10am Service & Brunch: To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Dedication & 
30th anniversary of the Consecration of St Philip’s Church building. Bishop Stuart 
will be Preaching & Presiding. This will be a combined Dinka & English service. 

Brunch will follow in the Courtyard. 

We are seeking people to contribute food for the Brunch, if you can supply 
some finger food e.g. Mini quiches, pastries, sausage rolls, fruit platter, 
cheese platter, savoury muffins, scones, etc., then please see Leighton 

today. 

Readings: 2 Samuel 7.1-11,16     Romans 16.25-27     Luke 1.26-38 
Rosters:  Flowers: Philida Sturgiss-Hoy 
 8am: Bible Reader: Volunteer 
  Sidespeople: Tim Woodburn 
 10am: Liturgical Assistant: Brian McKinlay 
  Bible Readers: 1st Louise McKay, 2nd Ashton Robinson 
  Sidespeople: Peter Andersson & Grace Barnes 
  Chalice Servers: Grace Barnes 

St Philip’s Diary 
St Philip’s Carol Service Wednesday 21 December, 7.30pm 
The Christmas story celebrated with Bible readings, choir pieces and carols sung by 

everyone. Please bring a plate of Christmas food to share for supper. 

Christmas Eve Saturday 24 December 
Children's service 6.00pm 

It will be a short service with some carol singing and the telling of the nativity 
story. The service has an emphasis on story telling in a focused and peaceful way. 
It invites the listeners to use their imagination. Bring a plate to share afterwards 

Carol Singing 11pm 
Holy Communion (Midnight Mass) 11.30pm 

Christmas Day  Sunday 25 December 
Holy Communion  9.00am 

New Years Eve Party Saturday 31 December, from 8pm 
You are welcome to the party of the year: Chris, Roger, Leighton, Ruth & Zara’s 
New Years Eve Party. At Chris & Roger’s home 139/15 Coranderrk St, Canberra 

City. VIP guest – Sarah Gowty! Please bring a plate of food to share, your 
swimmers/bathers if you want a dip. Come and have some fun with a cocktail or 

two!!  RSVP to leighton.ruth@grapevine.com.au 

 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER 2011 

8am & 10am: English language Eucharist 
1pm: Dinka language Service 

Readings: Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11      1 Thessalonians 5.12-28 
John 1.6-8,19-28 

Candle Liturgy 
Today we relight the first two candles of the Advent wreath. The 
candle of HOPE and the candle of PEACE. 

Now we light the third candle of Advent. This is the candle of JOY. 

As the coming of Jesus, our Savior, draws nearer, our joy builds with 
our anticipation of his birth. 

From the Book of Isaiah we read the words of our Lord: "But be glad 
and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create 
Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight." (Isaiah 65:18) 

From the New Testament, the words of Paul to the people of the 
church at Galatia: "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. If we 
live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit." (Galatians 5:22-
25) 

Let us sing: (Hymn: TIS 278 refrain only) 
O what a gift, what a wonderful gift! 
Who can tell the wonders of the Lord? 
Let us open our eyes, our ears and our hearts: 
it is Christ the Lord, it is he! 

Let us pray: We joyfully praise you, O Lord, for the fulfillment of 
your promise of a Savior and what that means in our lives. 
Thank you for the gift of salvation through the birth of your 
son, Jesus. Create us anew as we wait, and help us to see your 
glory as you fill our lives with your living Spirit. Amen. 
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www.stphilipsoconnor.org.au E. stphil@grapevine.com.au 
P. 6161 7334      M. 0450 960089     P.O. Box 6022  O’CONNOR, A.C.T. 2602 

Rector: Rev’d Rebecca Newland 
Dinka Language Congregation Leader: Daniel Duot Deng 

Hon. Deacons: Rev’d Linda Anchell & Rev’d Robin Moore (St Philip’s Care) 
Hon. Associate Priests: Rev’d Steve Clarke (Director of Mission & Justice, Anglicare) 

& Rev’d Jeannette McHugh 
Wardens: Helen Palethorpe, Ian Cousins & Roger Sharp 



Psalm 126 
1 When the Lord turned again the fortunes of Zion: 
 then were we like those restored to life. 
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter: 
 and our tongue with singing. 
3 Then said they among the heathen: 
 `The Lord has done great things for them.’ 
4 Truly the Lord has done great things for us: 
 and therefore we rejoiced. 
5 Turn again our fortunes, O Lord: 
 as the streams return to the dry south. 
6 Those who sow in tears: 
 shall reap with songs of joy. 
7 They that go out weeping, bearing the seed: 
 shall come again in gladness, bringing their sheaves with them. 

Our Prayers 
Ecumenical Cycle: Benin, Côte d'Ivoire, Togo. Give thanks for those who search 
for ways to provide clean water. 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer: Western North Carolina - (IV, The Episcopal Church) 
The Rt Rev’d Granville Taylor. 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: Diocese of Gippsland: Bishop John McIntyre, Clergy 
and People 
Gungahlin: Michael Dasey, Andrew Taylor, Graham Lindsay. Burgmann Anglican 
School, Gungahlin: Principal, Steven Bowers; the IceBurg Café. 
St Simon's, Kaleen-Giralang: Paul Wallis, John Harris, Adam Mannion. 
St Paul's, Ginninderra: Doug Newman, Russell Bielenberg, Clem Watts. 
St Barnabas', Charnwood: Trish Stuart-Smith, Helen Dean. 
Diocesan Schools Council: Chair, Rod Sutherland; Deputy Chair, Beth Heyde; CEO, 
Graham Willard 
Pray for: The work of Christian education in all schools, and for the continuing 
development of accessible schools in the Diocese. 

Those in need: Meg Colwell, Pat Forbes, Michael Sawer, Baden Williams, Claude 
Woodbridge. 

We remember and give thanks for: Peter David Blaseotto (d.10/12/03); 
Dorothy Moore (d.12/12/84), Joseph Horace Heaton (d.13/12/88) 
The Saints: Lucy, martyr & virgin (d.304); John of the Cross, mystic & teacher 
(d.159 

from the St Philip’s Advent Calendar (thank you Brian) 
God of love, Father of all, 

the darkness that covered the earth 
has given way to the bright dawn of your Word made flesh. 

Make us a people of this light. 
Keep us faithful to your Word 

that we may bring your life to the waiting world. 
We ask through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

—International Committee on English in the Liturgy 

From our Rector 
Dear Friends, 
 In our Gospel reading this Sunday we have that wonderful character John 
the Baptist. John comes across as a no nonsense, tell it like is prophet who is very 
clear about his mission and message. One of the ways John achieves this is by 
knowing who he is, and who he is not.  The authorities ask John a question: Who 
are you? John knows the answer, simply and deeply. He first knows who he isn't. I 
always find it fascinating to look at the Greek. In John’s Gospel are all those I am 
sayings of Jesus – “I am the way”, “I am the truth”, “I am the life” to name just a 
few.  And finally there is Jesus famous line – ego emei -I am. That short phrase 
that echoes the great I am of God in the book of Exodus. In our passage today 
John uses the phrase ego ouk emei – I am not. So throughout the Gospel we have 
Jesus declaring I am and John declaring I am not.  John knows who he is and who 
he isn’t. He knows he is not the messiah. Instead he is the voice, the witness.  He 
is the one who will testify to the light. This is such an important message for those 
of us in the church.  We have the same task as John. We must point to Jesus the 
Christ in all we do, not ourselves. We need to witness to Jesus the light and be a 
voice that helps each other see the triune God in all reality - God with us and 
coming to us. May the light of Christ shine in our lives this Advent. 
 On another very celebratory note it is with great delight that I inform you 
that the Rev’d Robin Moore, one of wonderful deacons here at St Philip’s, has won 
a 2011 National Volunteer Award, in the Individual Volunteer Award category. The 
award was part of the federal governments National Volunteer Awards Campaign 
and was handed out at Volunteering ACT’s International Volunteers Day 
celebrations. The award ceremony was held at the Albert Hall. 
 It is wonderful acknowledgment for many, many years dedicated and 
faithful ministry. Robin accepted her award was interviewed by the media and went 
back to the centre to feed another 80 or so people.... 
 Robin was not the only St Philippian who received an award this week. 
Congratulations to Tracy Barralet who received a Canberra Youth Refugee Award, 
'for Consistent high level of Commitment'! This award was presented at CIT Centre 
for Health, Community and Wellbeing Prize Night 2011. 
 I would also like to draw your attention to the notice board in the foyer of 
the church where there is a two-page reflection by Patricia Abbott about the 2011 
synod. Patricia is one of our parish representatives and her reflection is very 
insightful and interesting. 
 Finally I hope you can be with us next Sunday, 18 December, for our 50th 
celebrations. Our diocesan bishop, Stuart Robinson, will be presiding and preaching 
and we will be joined by visitors who have had a long connection with St Philip’s. 
Mostly it is a wonderful occasion to celebrate our history and common life together. 

Peace & Blessings, Rebecca. 
This Week @ St Philip’s 

Monday:  St Philip’s Care @ Northbourne Community 
  Centre – including lunch 
Wednesday: 10am: English Language Holy Communion 
 7.30pm Parish Council @ the Rectory 
Friday: 10am – 1pm: Pandora’s @ O’Connor – OPEN 
Saturday: 10am – 1pm: Pandora’s @ O’Connor – OPEN 

Items for the Pew bulletin and names for the Prayer list (add or remove), please forward to 
Leighton by Thursday 12 noon. leighton.ruth@grapevine.com.au or 61617133 



Left: Rev’d Robin receiving her award from Gai Brodtmann MP 
Right: Rebecca & Robyn 
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Confidence, humility and knowing oneself are the cornerstone for doing 
God’s mission.  The Word takes the form of the human – meaning Christ 
humbles himself as God to take our nature.  John the Baptist has no 
illusions about who he is, simply the voice of the one who is calling in the 
wilderness. So small, not even worthy to untie the thongs of the person he 
is suspected to be. 
• Grant your Church O Lord a sense of true humbleness and self 
knowledge to do your mission. 
• Give thanks for the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui (The Anglican Church of 
Hong Kong), for its Archbishop, Paul Kwong, and for his clergy and people. 
Text: The Revd Vongai Mkaronda, Gender Co-ordinator for the Anglican Church of Papua 

New Guinea. © Anglican Board of Mission, 2011 

Today 
Celebrant: Rev’d Rebecca Newland Preacher: Rev’d Linda Anchell 

Rosters:  Flowers: Jeannette McHugh 
 8am: Bible Reader: Rhonda Evans 
  Sidespeople: Volunteer 
 10am: Liturgical Assistant: Chris Cheah 
  Musicians: Colin Forbes 
  Soloist: Tanuja Doss 
  Bible Readers: 1st Brian McKinlay, 2nd Jack Adams 
  Sidespeople: Louise McKay & Leighton Mann 
  Chalice Servers: Ruth McGorman-Mann 
  Morning Tea: St Philip’s children 

St Philip’s Solar Electricity Generation 
Kwh (kilowatt-hours) generated from our panels for the last 12 months: 5680Kwh 

Daily average generated: 13.92Kwh per day 
Income generated (feed in tariff): 5680Kwh x 45.7cents per Kwh = $2595.76  

Kwh used for last 12 months = 18547Kwh 
Daily average: 50.67Kwh per day 

Total gross charges last 12 months = $2910.25 

Nett electricity charges for 12 months $314.49 

Ask Fred Anchell if you have any further question & how to read the meter (yes, it 
is complicated). 

 
St Philip's Advent Calendar 2011  

Visit the St Philips website (www.stphilipsoconnor.org.au) 
to explore the St Philip's Advent Calendar, with a page of Bible readings, poetry, 

music and prayer for every day in Advent. 

Twilight Fair bits’n’pieces 
Please check in the Foyer to see you own any of the items leftover from the Fair. 

New Sunday Roster in 2012 
In 2012 we are introducing a new combined roster for all Sunday morning tasks. In 

January/February you will have the opportunity to put your name down for 
whatever task/s you would like to participate in. 

The new Roster will include Liturgical Assistant, Sidespeople, Welcomer, Bible 
Readers, Communion servers and Morning Tea. 

(Please note: Liturgical Assistants & Communion servers need to be licensed, if you 
are interested in either of these tasks please talk to Rebecca). 
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