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Sunday 22 August 2021 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Today the 8.00am Eucharist will be live on Facebook. Then it will be available on either our 

YouTube channel or Facebook. All links and details are on our web page 
www.stphilipsoconnor.org.au 

 
The Ghan Chapel interior, Multi National Base – Tarin Kot Afghanistan, Palm Sunday 2012 

The Ghan Cross, as it became known, is now located in the Chapel at the Army Recruit Training Centre, Kapooka, 
NSW 

 
From the Rector, 
Dear Friends, 
As I write the ACT Chief Health Officer is speaking and announcing the extension of the 
Lockdown until Thursday 2 September. Given the nature of the virus it seems likely that we will 
be living under some form of restrictions until we reach our vaccination target. It may be that we 
need to be prepared for our Eucharists and our gatherings for prayer, meetings, study and 



socialising to be via Livestream and Zoom for a while to come. I am keen to ensure that as many 
of us as possible are able to engage through the various digital media platforms available to us. 
Please let me know if we can offer you any assistance or advice, we have a number of folk in the 
parish who can help guide you through the processes of downloading Zoom and getting 
connected. The Website will, as always, be kept up to date and our communications team will 
keep you informed. Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any concerns or need any help. 
It is times such as these that our sense of being one body comes to the fore. Although we cannot 
gather we are indeed one in the Spirit and as one we care for each other.  
 

Another chapter in the ongoing tragedy which is Afghanistan has been written this past week. It 
is too early at present, amidst confronting imagery and endless commentary, to come even close 
to finding any kind of resolution for those of us who served in that place. For some clearly these 
are painful times and their already diminished sense of self, of purpose and meaning is made 
worse by the potential loss of any gains that were made. Whilst we might question whether any 
of our motives, in any part of life, are not mixed to some extent. For many a sense that - I went 
with good intentions to do a good job, work hard and try and make a difference, helps at this 
time. To question whether we should, as a coalition, have been in the country, to doubt the very 
nature of the mission is fruitless. These are matters that need to be considered much later, to 
dwell on them now is simply to worsen the pain for so many. 
 

My thoughts and prayers lie with those who lost loved ones, sons, husbands, brothers. I have 
met some of them and they have helped me to understand why we must never commit ourselves 
to conflict without first considering every possible option. At this time all we can do is wait with 
them and pray that in the fullness of time a glimmer of hope and meaning amidst the dreadful 
pain will emerge. 
 

Blessings to you all 
Martin 
 0478 619 911 
 rector@stphilipsoconnor.org.au   
 
Liturgy of the Day 
Entrance Antiphon  
 Jesus said, ‘It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words I have 
 spoken to you are spirit and life.’ 

John 6.63 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, X and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
  
Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
 your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
 name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you in thought, 
 word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we have not loved you with 
 our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; we repent, and 
 are sorry for all our sins. Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you 
 in newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: pardon you X and 
set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 
 Lord have mercy. 
 Christ have mercy. 



 Lord have mercy. 
  
 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord God, 
 heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks,  
 we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;  
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.  
 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most 
 High Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray: Everliving God, 
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church is governed and sanctified: 
hear the prayers we offer for all your faithful people, 
that in the ministry to which you have called them each may serve you in holiness and truth; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 
Today’s Readings 
A reading from the book of Joshua (24:1-2a, 14-18) 
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, 
the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua 
said to all the people, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: 
14‘Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the 
gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15Now if you 
are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you 
are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.’ 16Then the people answered, 
‘Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 17for it is the Lord our 
God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 
and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and 
among all the peoples through whom we passed; 18and the Lord drove out before us all the 
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our 
God.’ 
 
Psalm 34:15-22 
The eyes of God are on the righteous: 
and his ears towards their cry. 
 The Lord sets his face against wrongdoers: 
 to root out their memory from the earth. 
The righteous cry; the Lord hears it: 
and frees them from all their afflictions. 
 The Lord is close to those who are broken-hearted: 
 and the crushed in spirit he saves. 
 
The trials of the righteous are many: 
but our God delivers us from them all. 
 He guards all our bones: 
 so that not one is broken. 
Evil will slay the wicked: 
and those who hate the righteous will be destroyed. 
 The Lord ransoms the lives of his servants: 
 and none who hide in him will be destroyed. 
 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians (6:10-20) 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armour of God, 
so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against 
enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 



powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
13Therefore take up the whole armour of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil 
day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth 
around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on 
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the shield 
of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert and 
always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a 
message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for 
which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 
 
Alleluia! 
 Alleluia! 
‘Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to believe and 
know that you are the Holy One of God.’ 

John 6:68-69 
 Alleluia! 
 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
Hear Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (6:56-69) 
 Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 
58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and 
they died. But the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’ 59He said these things while he was 
teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?’ 
61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, ‘Does this 
offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 
63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and life. 64But among you there are some who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the first who 
were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65And he said, 
‘For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.’ 
66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67So 
Jesus asked the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ 68Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to 
whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that 
you are the Holy One of God.’  
For the Gospel of the Lord, 
 praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed  
Let us affirm the faith of the church 

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
 all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
 God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
 from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; through him 
 all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
 buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He  will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom 
 will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
 worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 
In our prayers we remember those in need, particularly: Ros, Ben, Gage, Hugh, Sarah, Myrle, 
David, Otto, Joan, Mandy, Bob and Noel, those unable to gather with us, those in hospital, 
residential or home care and those from whom we are isolated.  
 
We commend to God the recently departed, Marilyn Brewin, Norm Fellowes – priest, those who 
have died in Afghanistan in recent days and in past conflicts. Those whose anniversaries fall at 
this time: John Gamble (22/8/1993), all whose memories are dear to us, and those who have no 
one to remember them. 
 
The Greeting of Peace 
We are the body of Christ.  
 His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 And also with you.  
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.  
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer,  
which earth has given and human hands have made.  
It will become the bread of life.  
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.  
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer,  
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.  
It will become our spiritual drink.  
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, 
 It is our duty, our joy and our salvation 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks to you, almighty everlasting God, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For he is the true high priest, 
 who has freed us from our sins 
 and made us a royal priesthood 
 to serve you, our God and father. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels,  
 and with all the company of heaven,  
 we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
 for ever praising you and saying:  
 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
 God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 



 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
 and as we obey his command, 
 send your Holy Spirit, 
 that broken bread and wine outpoured 
 may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
 and, taking bread, he praised you. 
 He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
 do this in remembrance of me. 
 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
 Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
 Drink this, all of you; 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
 in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross. 
 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
 we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 
 Christ has died: 
 Christ is risen: 
 Christ will come again. 
 
Lord of all life, 
 help us to work together for that day 
 when your kingdom comes 
 and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 
Look with favour on your people, 
 gather us in your loving arms 
 and bring us with St Philip our Patron,  
 the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints 
 to feast at your table in heaven. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 we worship you, Father eternal, in songs of never-ending praise: 
  
  Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,  
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
 done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
 we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
 from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 
As this broken bread was once many grains,  
which have been gathered together and made one bread: 
 so may your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 



  
 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. 
 
Communion Antiphon 
 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 

John 6:56 
 

A Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
At this time if you are watching from home you may like to privately make the following prayer. 
It was believed from earliest times that Christians could receive the benefits of Holy Communion 
even if they were unable to be present at the Eucharist. This teaching was of particular comfort 
to so-called Confessors of the Faith, who were imprisoned and deprived of access to the 
sacraments. 
 
Jesus, you have given us in the Holy Eucharist your Body and Blood to be our spiritual 
nourishment through which we may have life everlasting. 
 
I desire, with all my heart, to receive this living Bread which came down from Heaven. 
Send your Spirit upon me, come and refresh my soul. 
That, whilst I may be isolated from your sacramental presence and from your Body, gathered; 
I may know the peace and joy of communion with you and your body the Church, in my heart. 
 
Increase my faith, 
strengthen my hope, 
kindle my love, 
that I may die to self and live but for you. Amen. 
 
The Sending out of God’s People 
Let us pray: 
Gracious God, 
we thank you that in this sacrament 
you assure us of your goodness and love. 
Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
and help us to grow in love and obedience 
that we may serve you in the world 
and finally be brought to that table 
where all your saints feast with you for ever. 
Most loving God, you send us into the world you love. Give us grace to go thankfully and 
 with courage in the power of your Spirit. 
 
The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
 
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, X the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
 Amen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
For Reflection 
Over these past few weeks we have broken the pattern of listening to Mark’s gospel and have 
been hearing the ‘Bread of Life’ discourse from John chapter six; and last Sunday we broke that 



pattern of readings to honour the Our Lady. We pick John chapter six again today with the final 
passage before we return to Mark next week. The passage that we missed was John 6:51-58. 
Here it is: 
 

[Jesus said] 51‘I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread 
will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’ 

52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?’ 53So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have 
eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood is 
true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as 

the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because 
of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, 

and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’ 
 
59% of British people describe themselves as Christians, according to the most recent census; 
12% down from the previous decade. The Pew Research Center in the United States has 
predicted that, if the current trend continues, this number will fall to 45% by 2050. 
But if I were a member of a secularist organisation, I might want to pause before I became too 
excited. 
 

It remains true that three quarters of the public still want to identify themselves as having a 
religious faith of some kind. What no census or opinion poll can measure is exactly how those 
who don't identify as religious think about religion. Do they never give it a thought? Do they wish 
they could believe something? Do they see it as a problem or as a resource in society? 
 

There are many more questions to ask before we could possibly conclude that faith in general, 
and Christian faith in particular, had had its day and that we should give up on it. 
Faith is not about what public opinion decides, and it is not about how we happen to be feeling 
about ourselves. It is the response people make to what presents itself as a reality - a reality 
which makes claims on you. Here is something so extraordinary that it interrupts our world; here 
is something that makes you "turn aside to see," that stops you short. Faith begins in the 
moment of stopping, you could say: the moment when you can't just walk on as you did before. 
But even more challengingly, it is something whose claims involve change and even loss. If this 
is really what it seems to be, ideas, habits, hopes all change, and it is a change that is going to 
be painful. In the most haunting Christmas poem in the English language, The Journey of the 
Magi, T.S. Eliot imagined the wise men back at home after their journey to Bethlehem, "no 
longer at ease here in the old dispensation," and wondering whether what they had witnessed 
was birth or death: 
 

... I had seen birth and death, 
But had thought they were different; this Birth was 
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death 
 

Yet the wise men cannot deny that they have seen what they've seen: they really made the 
journey and they really saw something that persuaded them it had been worthwhile. Faith: a 
claim, a shock, a death, a life. 
 

"It was, you may say, satisfactory," says Eliot's wise man, in a masterpiece of Eliot 
understatement. The wise men found what they were looking for - and it was not at all what 
they thought they had been looking for. 
 

The Christian gospel firmly declares two equally necessary truths. Jesus is the hope of the 
nations, Jesus is what the entire human race really longs to see, the person whose presence 
heals all wounds and griefs; and Jesus is an utter surprise, so foreign that he is unrecognisable 
to those who might have been expected to welcome him. He made the world, says St. John, and 
he spoke in its history; but the world had no room for him and the experts in revelation and 
religious purity turned from him in disgust (John 1:10-11). You should never open the New 
Testament without remembering that the religious experts and the Temple hierarchy are the 
ones who see Jesus as their enemy. They don't want to be interrupted, to stop and see. 
The truth of God is the most comforting and joyful presence we can imagine; and also the most 
disorienting and demanding. There is a famous Old Testament story (2 Kings 5) about the great 
military leader of ancient Israel's fiercest enemy, who comes to the prophet Elisha to be healed 



of his leprosy; and the prophet tells him simply to wash in the river. He is indignant: surely there 
must be something more difficult and glamorous and heroic to do? No; it's perfectly simple. Go 
and wash, go and join all those ordinary humble folk who are sluicing themselves in the river 
after a long day's work, or beating their laundry against the stones. Go and join the rest of the 
human race and acknowledge who you are. That's the truest heroism and the hardest. 
 

It is a foreshadowing of the New Testament invitation: repent and believe and be baptised. Turn 
round and look where you've never looked before, trust the one who is calling you and drop 
under the water of his overflowing compassion. Be with him. Join the new human race, re-
created in the Spirit of mutual love and delight and service. 
 

If Jesus is strange and threatening, isn't that - as the New Testament certainly suggests - a sign 
of how far we have wandered from real humanity, real honesty about our weaknesses and 
limits? "I am the great sun, but you do not see me" - the beginning of another wonderful poem, 
by Charles Causley. We are so fascinated by our own business, whether we call it religious or 
not, that we find it "hard and bitter agony" to turn away and be still and look at the mystery of 
love. 
 

If we think about religion, perhaps we think of it as a set of neat answers to our questions, or as 
a system of behaviour, ritual and moral, or as an optional extra to "ordinary" life for those who 
find certain sorts of problem interesting. But Jesus does not come just to answer the questions 
we think important. (One of the great features of all the gospels, especially St. John's, is how 
often Jesus refuses to answer the question put to him and asks a question in reply.) He does not 
come to give us a set of techniques for keeping God happy; and he certainly does not come to 
create a harmlessly eccentric hobby for speculative minds. He comes to make humanity itself 
new, to create fresh possibilities for being at peace with God and each other; and he does this by 
summoning us to be with him. 
 

It should not surprise us if all this doesn't win the popular vote in a census. If people hesitate to 
call themselves Christian, perhaps this is a sort of backhanded recognition that there is a 
strangeness and a toughness to what Christian faith claims that should not be taken lightly. And 
yet, if many people still do, in spite of everything, want to call themselves by the name Christian, 
that also means there is a recognition that somehow this is where we should be, where it 
is natural to be - in the company of this man, Jesus Christ, listening to his words, turning aside 
to see deeply into the mysterious events of his life and death and resurrection. 
But the one thing of which we can be sure is that the truth or falsehood of faith does not rest on 
the success of the faith in winning numbers; sometimes this seems to work and sometimes it 
doesn't. We can and should try as hard and imaginatively as we can to share the faith, but we 
must not lose heart if it doesn't immediately take root as we might want. We are, after all, doing 
something rather outrageous: asking men and women to stop and look and turn around, and 
learn how to keep company with a figure whose outlines we often see only dimly. 
Yet, when a life is lived that shows what that company really means, the outline becomes less 
dim, and people will begin to recognise why lives like that seem, despite everything, to 
be normal - the natural response to the way things are. 
 

When people respond to outrageous cruelty and violence, with a hard-won readiness to 
understand and be reconciled, few if any can bring themselves to say that all this is an illusion. 
The parents who have lost a child to gang violence; the wife who has seen her husband killed in 
front of her by an anti-Christian mob in India; the woman who has struggled for years to 
comprehend and accept the rape and murder of her sister; the Israeli and Palestinian friends 
who have been brought together by the fact that they have lost family members in the conflict 
and injustice that still racks the Holy Land - these are all specific people that I had the privilege 
of meeting when I was archbishop. And in their willingness to explore the new humanity of 
forgiveness and rebuilding relations - without for a moment making light of their own or other 
people's nightmare suffering, or trying to explain it away - these are the ones who make us see, 
who oblige us to turn aside and look at Jesus, who asks of us initially just to stop and reflect, to 
stay for a moment in the light that allows us to see ourselves honestly and to see the world 
differently. 
 

That is the heart of it: seeing ourselves honestly; seeing the world differently. That is where faith 
begins, beyond the answers of a system, or the disciplines of a ritual, or the requirements of a 
moral code. These have their place; and those who spend time in the company of Jesus will find 
themselves working out all these things in the light of the scriptural witness to the new life. But it 



all starts with that turning aside to see. 
 

For some, for many perhaps, it is too much to take in, and many will want to turn away. St. John 
describes just this at the end of chapter 6 where Jesus's hearers say that his words are just too 
much for them, too offensive, too exacting, too weird. Yet if - if we can let go of our conviction 
that our questions, our priorities and worries, achievements and failures are the most important 
things in the universe; if we find the freedom to stop and turn aside, then the world itself begins 
to turn into renewal. 
 

"O come, let us adore him," says the carol. That adoration, that wondering gaze at the child in 
the manger, is where faith is born; and where faith is born, so is the new world of Jesus and his 
Spirit. 

Dr Rowan Williams Master of Magdalene College, Cambridge. 
Formerly the Archbishop of Canterbury.  

 
News 

The lockdown in the ACT is due to end on Thursday 2 September. However, as I write 
numbers of confirmed cases are not diminishing and we must be prepared for some restrictions 

to continue beyond this date. We will continue to offer the Livestream Eucharist on Sunday 
mornings, Our Winter Journey will re commence this Tuesday via Zoom at 7pm and on Friday 
evenings we will gather on Zoom for a catch up from 4.30pm, all are welcome. The Zoom links 

will be sent out as well as reminders. The Thursday Eucharist will resume this week at 10am and 
will be livestreamed on the Parish Facebook page. Morning and Evening Prayer will also be 
Livestreamed at 8am and 4.30pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. I hope that these 

opportunities to pray, study, worship and socialise will help to maintain our communion with one 
another and with God during these restrictions. 

 
"On any given night, nearly 500 young people in Canberra are homeless. Some “couch-surf” with 

friends, others face a night on the streets or hidden away in the bushlands. No young person 
should feel like they have nowhere to go. Raw Potential Canberra actively provides outreach 
services to at- risk young people, of 12-25 years, in an effort to help those facing homelessness 
and violence. They offer after hours support and a non-judgemental approach to helping those in 

need. 
They work in partnership with other local services to go out into the community and engage with 

young people who cannot, or will not, access services, working with them over time to re-
connect them to mainstream society. Your donation to St Philip's Local Mission project will help 
Raw Potential to do this vital work." If you would like to know more check out the website at: 

https://rawpotential.com.au/about-us/ 
 

On Sunday 26th September Bishop Stephen Pickard will preside and preach, at the 10am 
Eucharist. His visit coincides with the end of ‘The Winter Journey’ which provides an opportunity 

for folk to prepare for Confirmation and Reception at Bishop Stephen’s hands.  
 

Plans are underway to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Dedication of St Philip’s on 
Thursday 16th December. It is hoped that Bishop Mark will be able to join us for Festal Evensong 

followed by dinner in the courtyard – Let us know if you have any ideas on how we might 
commemorate this milestone in the life of our Parish Community. 

 
Flowers @ St Philip’s You may wish to remember a loved one, a special anniversary or 

celebration. Please speak to the Rector or place your request in one of the ‘flower envelopes’ 
which can be placed with the offertory. The flower roster can be found in the Narthex ~ please 

speak to Susan if you would like to join the team! 
 

St Philip’s Rosters The Roster is open to anyone who would like to volunteer. The rostered 
tasks support our worship services each week, both 8am & 10am. Tasks include Flower 

arranging, Sidespeople/Welcomers, Liturgical assistants, Bible readers and Morning Tea. Training 
will be provided. Please talk to Leighton for more information. rosters@stphilipsoconnor.org. 

 
St John’s Care will remain open during the current Lockdown. We will do what we can to 

support them within the restrictions currently in operation. 



 
This week @ St Philip’s  
Today    Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

8am    Eucharist – Livestreamed on Facebook 
 

Monday 23 August  Feria 
8am    Morning Prayer – Livestreamed on Facebook 
4.30pm   Evening Prayer – Livestreamed on Facebook 

 

Tuesday 24 August  Bartholomew, apostle & martyr 
7pm    Winter Journey Book 4 (Via Zoom) 

 

Wednesday 25 August Feria 
8am    Morning Prayer – Livestreamed on Facebook 
4.30pm   Evening Prayer – Livestreamed on Facebook 

 

Thursday 26 August  Feria 
10am    Eucharist – Livestreamed on Facebook 

 

Friday 27 August  Monica, mother of Augustine (d.387) 
8am    Morning Prayer – Livestreamed on Facebook 
4.30pm   Evening Prayer – Livestreamed on Facebook 
From 4.30pm St Philip’s Lockdown Catch-up 

https://adcg.zoom.us/j/99182316280 
 

Sunday 29 August   Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
8am    Eucharist – Livestreamed on Facebook 

Readings – Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9, Psalm 15, James 1:17-27, Mark 7:1-8, 14-23 
 
Dates for your Diary 
31 August  Winter Journey – Book Group, Book 5 (Via Zoom)  
8 September  Parish Council 
26 September Eucharist - Confirmation & Reception 
23 October  St Philip’s Annual Spring Fling 
24 October   Anglicare Sunday 
1-5 November Clergy Retreat, Galong 
16 December  60th Anniversary of St Philip’s Dedication 
 

 
Preparing to celebrate the Eucharist at Wali in the Mirabad Valley,  

Uruzgan Province, Afghanistan - Lent 2012 



 
Exterior of the Ghan Chapel – storm brewing 


