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Sunday 11 December 2022 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 

William-Adolphe Bouguereau The Virgin, the Baby Jesus and Saint John the Baptist, 1875.  
It is held in a private collection. 

 
Welcome to St Philip’s  
We acknowledge the triune God, the Creator of heaven and earth and his ownership of all things. 
(Psalm 24:1) We recognise that He gave stewardship of these lands upon which we meet to the 



First Nations Peoples of this country (Acts 17:26). In His sovereignty, He has allowed other 
people groups to migrate to these shores. We acknowledge the cultures of our First Nations 

Peoples and are thankful for the community that we share together now. We pay our respects to 
elders, both past and present, and those who are rising up to become leaders. 

(Written by The Reverend Neville Naden, BCA Indigenous Ministry Officer) 
 

St Philip’s COVIDSafe Plan We are asking folk not attend church if they feel unwell, to be 
aware of their hand hygiene and to be mindful of social distance. Thank you. Masks are available 
for those who wish to wear one.  
 

Pew sheet & Order of Service: the full Pew sheet is available on our website. The QR code in 
the pews will direct you to the current edition, please use your phone/tablet and follow along. 
Service cards, Pew Bibles and Prayer Books are also available. 
 

Offertory: at the offertory when our gifts are brought forward, there is an opportunity for you to 
make your contribution. A self-serve Eftpos machine is available in the foyer, you can use it 
before or after the service. St Philip’s EFT details are also available if you would like to make a 
direct transfer: 702-389 05202512. Giving cards are in the foyer if you wish to place something 
in the offertory bag after giving electronically. 
 

Communion: if you are baptised you are welcome to receive communion. If you would like to 
receive a blessing please cross your hands on your chest as you come forward. 
 

If you would like to volunteer as a reader, sidesperson, welcomer, or another role on the 
Roster, then please email rosters@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
 
From the Rector 
Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you to those of you who came along to support Pandora’s Festive Fashions last weekend. 
We enjoyed lovely weather and fellowship...some important funds were raised too! The last 
trading day for Pandora’s will be Saturday 17 December; reopening on 14 January 2023. Plans 
and rehearsals are now well advanced for our Nine Lessons and Carols on Sunday next (18 
December) at 7pm. Please put that date in your diary and come along and enjoy this great 
Christmas celebration, one of the glories of our Anglican tradition. 
 

Today, the third Sunday of Advent is called ‘Gaudete Sunday’ which means ‘Joy’ or Rejoice’. The 
opening antiphon for today’s liturgy in year’s past asked us to Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
say rejoice. Indeed the Lord is near. Today, on our Advent Wreath we light our pink candle to 
mark this day of joy, the nearness of God. 
 

As is so often the case the Christmas season is a time when we become aware of the need for 
outreach into our community. The folk at St John’s care have advised the needs are even greater 
this year, with many folk suffering the effects of inflation and rising interest rates. If you are able 
to assist please contact St John’s Care or put your donations in the baskets at the back of the 
Church. For information see the item in ‘News’ below.  
 

Here again is our prayer for the parish for use in your daily prayers: 
Gracious God, 
you call us to follow our Patron Philip 
encouraging others to ‘Come and See.’ 
Bestow in us your Spirit of hope and acceptance 
that others may see in us your love and joy. 
We pray in the name of the one  
who reconciles to you and to one another, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessings, Martin 
 rector@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
 0478 619 911 
 
Eucharist for the third Sunday of Advent 

Introit Hymn (10am)   283 (TiS) 
Long ago, prophets knew 



Christ would come, born a Jew. 
Come to make all things new; 
Bear his People's burden, 
Freely love and pardon. 
 

 Refrain: 
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
 Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
 When he comes, 
 When he comes, 
 Who will make him welcome? 
 

God in time, God in man, 
This is God's timeless plan: 
He will come, as a man, 
Born himself of woman, 
God divinely human. Refrain 
 

Mary, hail! Though afraid, 
She believed, she obeyed. 
In her womb God is laid; 
Till the time expected 
Nurtured and protected. Refrain 
 

Journey ends! Where afar 
Bethlem shines, like a star, 
Stable door stands ajar. 
Unborn Son of Mary, 
Saviour, do not tarry! 
 

 Refrain: 
 Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring! 
 sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing! 
 Jesus comes! 
 Jesus comes! 
 We will make him welcome! 

Frederick Pratt Green 1903-2000 
 
My brothers and sisters, today we continue the season of Advent we open our hearts to God's 
love as we prepare to welcome Christ into our lives and homes. The candles of this wreath 
remind us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and to lead us into the light of 
his glorious kingdom. 
 

The third candle lit. 
As we draw near to you, Lord God, keep us aware of your presence in all we do. Come with 
power to enlighten us by your grace, that we may live in praise and peace all our days. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 
 
Entrance Antiphon 

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are 
of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Hear is your God.’ 

Isaiah 35:3-4 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God X and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all, 
 and also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
 your  Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
 name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



A voice cries out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 
So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith. 
 
God, through Jesus Christ, 
will judge the secret thoughts of all: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
will enter the kingdom of heaven: 
Christ, have mercy. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
 
Let anyone who has an ear 
listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches: 
Lord, have mercy. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: pardon you and set 
you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep � you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 Amen.  
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray: 
Sustain us, O God, with the power of your love 
on our journey to meet the one who is coming: 
strengthen our weak hands,  
make firm our feeble knees, 
and open blind eyes to the dawning of your kingdom, 
so that our hearts may rejoice 
 as we behold the majesty of God. 
We ask this through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  
 Amen. 
 
Today’s Readings 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (35:1-10) 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
   the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 
   and rejoice with joy and singing. 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
   the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
   the majesty of our God. 
3 Strengthen the weak hands, 
   and make firm the feeble knees. 
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
   ‘Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 
   He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 
   He will come and save you.’ 
 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
   and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 



For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
   and streams in the desert; 
7 the burning sand shall become a pool, 
   and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 
   the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
8 A highway shall be there, 
   and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 
   but it shall be for God’s people; 
   no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 
9 No lion shall be there, 
   nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 
   but the redeemed shall walk there. 
10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
   and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
   they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
   and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
Psalm: The Song of Mary (The Magnificat)  
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord:  
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  
 Who has looked with favour on his lowly servant:  
 from this day all generations will call me blessed;  
The Almighty has done great things for me:  
and holy is his name.  
 God has mercy on those who fear him:  
 from generation to generation.  
The Lord has shown strength with his arm:  
and scattered the proud in their conceit,  
 Casting down the mighty from their thrones:  
 and lifting up the lowly.  
God has filled the hungry with good things:  
and sent the rich away empty.  
 He has come to the aid of his servant Israel:  
 to remember the promise of mercy,  
The promise made to our forebears:  
to Abraham and his children for ever.  
 
A reading from the letter of James (5:7-10) 
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 
doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 
 
Gradual hymn (10am)  272 (TiS) 
Father all loving, and ruling in majesty, 
judgement is yours, and condems all our pride; 
stir up our rulers and people to penitence, 
sorrow for sins that for vengeance have cried. 
 

Blessed Lord Jesus, born humbly in poverty, 
sharing a stable with beasts at your birth, 
stir us to work for your justice and charity, 
truly to care for the poor upon earth. 
 



Come, Holy Spirit, create in us holiness, 
lift up our lives to thy standard of right; 
stir every will to new ventures of faithfulness, 
flood the whole Church with thy glorious light. 
 

Holiest Trinity, perfect in unity,  
bind in your love every nation and race; 
may we adore you for time and eternity, 
Father, Redeemer, and Spirit of grace. 

Patrick Robert Norman Appleford 1925- 
 
Gradual  (8am) 
Alleluia,  
 alleluia! 
See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you. 
 Alleluia!                Matthew 11:10 
 
The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (11:2-11) 
 Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said 
to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ 4Jesus answered them, 
‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to 
them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’  
7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into 
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What 
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one 
about whom it is written, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way before you.” 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  
For the Gospel of the Lord,  
 praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed  
Let us affirm the faith of the church 

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
 all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
 the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
 not made, of one being with the Father; through him all things were made. For 
 us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
 Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
 crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
 day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
 the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
 the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
 and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, X and the life of the world to come. 
 Amen. 



 
Prayers of the People 
In our prayers we remember those in need, particularly: Ben, Hugh, Sarah, David, Otto, Bob, 
Noel, Ermida, Deborah, Sue, Molly, and Katherine, those unable to gather with us, those in 
hospital, residential or home care and those from whom we are isolated. 
 
We pray for our international mission, the Vanuatu Integrated Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Project. 
We pray especially: 
- for the small staff of the Anglican Church of Melanesia and their many volunteers working on 
this project; 
- for the communities whose health and well-being will benefit from the project; 
- that we will be generous in supporting this important work of our sister Anglican Church in 
Vanuatu. 
 
We commend to God the recently departed, those whose anniversaries fall at this time: Dorothy 
Moore (12/12/1984), Joseph Heaton (13/12/1988), the victims of war, disaster and pandemic, 
all whose memories are dear to us, and those who have no one to remember them. 
 
The Greeting of Peace 
God will speak peace to his people, 
to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 and also with you. 
 
Offertory Hymn (10am)  499 (TiS) 
Lord Jesus, joy of loving hearts, 
true fount of life, our lives sustain, 
from any bliss that earth imparts 
we turn unfilled to you again. 
 

Your truth unchanged has ever stood, 
you save all those who on you call, 
to those yet seeking you are good, 
to those who find you, all in all. 
 

We taste you, Lord, the living bread, 
and long to feast upon you still, 
we drink of you, the fountainhead, 
and thirst our souls from you to fill. 
 

For you our restless spirits yearn, 
whatever comes, until the last, 
glad when your presence we discern, 
blest when our faith can hold you fast. 
 

For ever, Jesus, with us stay, 
make all our moments calm and bright, 
chase the dark night of sin away, 
shed on this world your holy light. 

Anon, Latin 12th cent 
 

Offertory  
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become the bread of life.  
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.  
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have our money to offer, 
the fruit of our labour and of the skills you have given us. Take us and our possessions to do 
your work in the world.  



 Blessed be God for ever. 
 

As this bread was scattered 
and then gathered and made one, 
so may your Church be gathered into your kingdom. 
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, 
 almighty God and everlasting Father, 
 through Jesus Christ your Son. 
 
For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, 
 he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world 
 to open for us the way of salvation. 
 
And now we give you thanks 
 because you prepared the way of your Son Jesus Christ 
 by the preaching of your servant John the Baptist, 
 who proclaimed him as the Lamb of God, our Saviour. 
 
And so we join our voices with angels and archangels 
 and with all the company of heaven 
 to proclaim your glory 
 for ever praising you and saying: 
 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
 Heaven and earth and full of your glory.  
 Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes  
 in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Merciful God, we thank you  
 for these gifts of your creation, 
 this bread and wine, 
 and we pray that by your word and Holy Spirit, 
 we who eat and drink them 
 may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
 and when he had given you thanks 
 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 
 Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper, he took the cup, 
 and again giving you thanks 
 he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Drink from this all of you. 
 This is my blood of the new covenant 
 shed for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do, this, as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.’ 
 
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 



 Proclaiming his offering of himself 
 made once for all upon the cross, 
 his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
 and looking for his coming again, 
 we celebrate with this bread and this cup, 
 his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
 for the sins of the whole world. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
 unite us in the body of your Son, 
 and bring us with all your people 
 into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 with whom and in whom, 
 in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
 we worship you, Father,  
 in songs of never-ending praise:  
 Blessing and honour and glory and power  
 are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us we are confident to pray: 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
 done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
 we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
 from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 
The Breaking of Bread and Communion 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body. 
 For we all share in the one bread. 
 
Agnus Dei  
 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
 Lord I am not worthy to receive you,  
 but only say the world and I shall be healed.    
 
Communion Antiphon 
 God has filled the hungry with good things: and sent the rich away empty. 

Luke 1:53 
 

The Sending out of God’s People 
Let us pray: 
God for whom we wait; we thank you that you have fed us with the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation. As we joyfully await your Son, keep us ever watchful that we may be ready to stand 
before him on the day of his coming. 
Most loving God, you send us into the world you love. 
 Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage in the power of your Spirit. 
 
Recessional Hymn:  282 t.161 (TiS) 



The voice of God goes out to all the world; 
his glory speaks across the universe. 
The great King’s herald cries from star to star: 
“With power, with justice, he will walk his way!” 
 

The Lord has said, “Receive my messenger, 
my promise to the world, my pledge made fresh, 
a lamp to every nation, light from light: 
with power, with justice, he will walk his way! 
 

“The broken reed he will not trample down, 
nor set his heel upon the dying flame. 
he binds the wounds, and health is in his hand: 
with power, with justice, he will walk his way! 
 

“Anointed with the Spirit and with power, 
he comes to crown with comfort all the weak, 
to show the face of justice to the poor: 
with power, with justice, he will walk his way! 
 

“His touch will bless the eyes that darkness held, 
the lame shall run, the halting tongue shall sing, 
and prisoners laugh in light and liberty: 
with power, with justice, he will walk his way! 

Luke Connaughton 1917-79 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope and constant in love. 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father X the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
 Amen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Reflection  Christy Hicks Aydt reflects on the readings for today. 
From the U.S. Catholic website which puts faith in the context of everyday life, with a strong 
focus on social justice. For almost 90 years U.S. Catholic has been a courageous, forward-
thinking forum for discussion among a broad range of voices. 
 

Rejoice and be glad. This may be the most counter-cultural message in existence in 2022. And I 
am going to be a little grinchy by insisting the invitation on this Sunday is meant to perplex us a 
bit. 
 

God invites joy to overflow in us. Some would say it is naive to rejoice when we look at the state 
of our world. How can we be glad when we look at the nitty gritty of our death-oriented culture: 
gun violence, polarization, COVID, ignorance, racism, climate change, wars, poverty, divided 
families, addiction, abuses, mass incarceration and the list goes on. Do not misunderstand this 
invitation as an excuse to place our heads in the sand, pretending there is nothing we can do to 
aid our world’s healing. For our action and inaction either despoil or energize our connections to 
each other. 
 

The Magnificat exults: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior…He 
has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly.” 
 

“Mary’s song is good news for the poor and bad news for the powerful,” preacher and writer 
Ashley Wilcox declares in The Women’s Lectionary. “The God who Mary knows turns the 
expectations of the world upside down. This is not something that will happen at some future 
date. Mary says that God has already done this…These are not nice and gentle words. Mary 



prophetically announces social, political, and economic upheaval and a complete reversal of the 
power structure.” 
 

“Mary’s song is good news for the poor and bad news for the powerful,” preacher and writer 
Ashley Wilcox declares in The Women’s Lectionary. “The God who Mary knows turns the 
expectations of the world upside down. This is not something that will happen at some future 
date. Mary says that God 
Even in her youthful state the mother of Jesus fiercely proclaims her joy-filled and prophetic 
song, rooted in ancient wisdom. We are invited to remember this root and to radiate joy and sing 
her song with her, recalling God’s faithfulness. 
 

“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to 
them. And blessed is the one who takes no offense at me,” Jesus tells John’s disciples. 
 

What word from Jesus do we seek individually or as a people today? Who are the poor in our 
midst who have lost hope? Can we locate ourselves in the world’s systems and power structures? 
 

At this point in the Advent season, we must be intentional about listening for the ancient wisdom 
we are invited to glean. The hustle and bustle of our culture at Christmas is noisy, busy, and 
demanding. People of ripened faith recognize Advent as the more fruitful and joyous time, a faith 
born through struggle, giving birth to God’s abundant life. Isaiah’s words this morning invite us 
to a fullness foreign to our understanding. 
 

Teilhard de Chardin famously proclaimed: “Someday, after mastering the winds, the waves, the 
tides and gravity, we shall harness for God the energies of love, and then, for a second time in 
the history of the world, [humanity] will have discovered fire.”  
 

Today God graces each of us to overflow with joy, open to hope, live in love. The invitation is to 
stay a little longer with the prayers and the pruning so when the time is ripe, like Mary, we too 
will be radiant with joy. 
 
News 
From October 2022 to January 2023 inclusive, St Philip's will be supporting ABM's Integrated 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene project in Vanuatu as our international mission project. This 
project is part of the Anglican Church of Melanesia's (ACOM’s) outreach into rural and remote 

communities in Vanuatu. Many villages have inadequate sources of drinkable water, whether due 
to sea water incursion into the water table, or other forms of pollution. Along with provision of 
rainwater tanks and other forms of water storage, ACOM staff and volunteers demonstrate how 

to build ventilated pit toilets so that more and more villagers move to better sanitation. The 
project also builds and supports community-based literacy and numeracy schools for people who 
have missed out on a regular school education. Financial contributions can be made to St Philip's 

electronic bank account (BSB: 702-389 & ACC: 05202512) with the reference "Missions 
Vanuatu". 

 
As anticipated the demand on the services offered by St John’s Care is increasing and will 

continue to do so into the foreseeable future. The current pantry items and toiletries are being 
sought: UHT Full Cream 1 litre milk, Powdered Milk, Jam/Honey/Vegemite, Tinned Fruit, Cooking 

Oil, Canned Tuna, School Snacks, Packet Soup, 1kg Rice, Tinned Chunky Soups, Pasta Sauce, 
Milo (or drinking chocolate), Coffee 100gm jar, Toothpaste, Shampoo & Conditioner. If you are 

able to assist please leave your donations in the baskets at the back of the church. Cash 
donations are also appreciated, see their website www.stjohnscare.org.au/ for information on 

how to contribute. 
The St John’s Care Christmas gift room is now open. They would like to receive gifts as early as 
possible so that they can manage the gift room effectively. If you would like to donate a gift, 

please visit their centre at St John’s between 9:30 am-2:00 pm Monday to Friday. They currently 
have a shortage of the following gifts: 

Gifts for Boys and Girls aged 13-18 (Gift cards are a fantastic idea and allow for choice), Sports 
equipment, Lego, Board Games, $15 Coles or Woolworths voucher (these are given to each 

family to purchase fresh meat for Christmas). 
 

Once again we are supporting the Christmas Bowl Appeal during this Festive Season. 
Third Sunday of Advent: Joy 



HELPING ZIMBABWE FARMERS REDISCOVER THE JOY OF AN ABUNDANT CROP 
Zimbabwe is suffering from critically low food reserves, as climate change brings harsher and 

more frequent drought. While the country struggles to adapt, the war in Ukraine is compounding 
the economic crisis. Your support can help farmers become more resilient and rediscover the joy 
of putting food on their family’s table. Zimbabwe is suffering from critically low food reserves, as 

climate change brings harsher and more frequent drought. The impacts of the climate crisis, 
rising inflation and the ongoing war in Ukraine are making the economic situation worse by 
driving up food prices. Families already living in poverty and hunger are now being plunged 

further into crisis. Priscilla lives in Zimbabwe, where years of drought decimated her crops and 
left her unable to feed her family. “We could spend the whole day without any food,” she 

explained. “Then we would have one meal in the evening, when we would share the very little we 
had.” 

Her community has been severely affected by years of drought which decimated her crops and 
left her unable to feed her family. Priscilla would spend the whole day without food and have just 
one meal in the evening which she would share with her children. Act for Peace’s local partner, 

Christian Care, with support from the Australian Government through the Australian NGO 
Cooperation Program (ANCP), is working closely with communities like Priscilla’s to provide 

training in the latest climate-resilient farming techniques. The farmers are also receiving basic 
seed and grain packs, fertilisers, and small livestock that are helping them grow food 

sustainably. “It is the difference between giving someone a fish, and a fishing rod,” said Priscilla. 
“I teach many people in my community what I have learnt so that everyone benefits. Now I eat 
almost all the foods I like. I can send my children to school and am sure they are going to lead a 

better life. We thank you for the support you gave to the people of Zimbabwe. May the Lord 
bless you.” Your Christmas Bowl gifts will help families like Priscilla’s to be more food secure and 

better withstand the climate and economic shocks facing the country 
 

The primate writes: 
Jesus tells us that the two great commandments are to love God and to love our neighbour. At 
Christmas time we recall the amazing generous love of God towards us in sending his Son. This 
is a love that inspires us and leads us to love in response. Christians around the world will lift 

their voices in praise of God in carols showing their love of God. The outworking of our love for 
our neighbours will take many different expressions from spending time together, sharing in 

meals, gift giving, and the list goes on. 
The Christmas Bowl gives us an opportunity to show love to our neighbours who are often out of 
our sight and forgotten. This Christmas, I encourage you to continue to show your love of God 

and your love of your neighbour. 
The Most Reverend Geoffrey Smith, 

Archbishop of Adelaide and 
Primate of the Anglican Church of Australia 

 

Envelopes are available at the back of the Church if you wish to contribute. Further information is 
available on their Website. 

 
In our pew sheet today is a copy of a paper which has been developed following our ‘Parish 

Day’ recently. A copy is reproduced below. We want to ensure that everyone has the opportunity 
to respond to some of the issues we considered during that day. Please have a look through the 
paper prepared for us by our facilitator Dr Leanne Beagley and give some thought to the issues 
raised. If you wish, speak or write to one of the Wardens or Councillors, or chat with Martin. We 

are looking forward to producing a document for further prayer and consideration in the New 
Year. 

 
The Men’s Group finished the year with a lakeside BBQ during the week. Many thanks to Bob 
Lindbeck for gathering us and those who have supported this initiative. We look forward to our 

gatherings in 2023. 
 

Nine Lessons & Carols – Sunday 18 December @ 7pm 
lease bring a plate of Supper to share. 

 
New Year’s Eve party 

 All are invited to Leighton, Ruth & Zara’s for New Year’s Eve. 
From 8pm, Saturday 31 December. 26 Ashton Calvert St, Casey 



BYO: something to share on the grazing table & whatever you wish to drink. Call or text Leighton 
for any further details 0418 686033 

 
This week @ St Philip’s  
Today    Third Sunday (Gaudete) of Advent 

8am    Eucharist  
10am    Eucharist with Hymns 

 
Wednesday 14 December John of the Cross, mystic & teacher (d.1591) 

10am-Noon   Pandora’s sorting & tidying 
7pm    Parish Council 

 
Thursday 15 December Feria in Advent 

10am    Eucharist 
 
Saturday 17 December Feria in Advent 

9.30am  Interment of Ashes (Crematorium) – Ted Statton RIP 
10am-1pm   Pandora’s – OPEN (last trading day for 2022) 

11am    Eucharist – Canberra Aged Care - Dependent upon restrictions 
2pm    Holy Matrimony, Duntroon Chapel 

 
Sunday 18 December Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8am    Eucharist  
10am    Eucharist with Hymns 
7pm    Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas 

Readings: Isaiah 7:10-16, Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19, Romans 1:1-7, Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Dates for your Diary 
Saturday 24 December  Christmass Eve - Midnight Mass 11.30pm 
Sunday 25 December  Christmass Day - Eucharist 9am 
Sunday 1 January    New Year’s Day – Eucharist 8am & 10am 
 
  



Rosters 

  

December 11-Dec-22 18-Dec-22 

  

18-Dec-22 

  

24-Dec-20   25-Dec-20 

Sunday of Month 2nd 3rd 3rd     4th 

Liturgical Season 3rd Sunday of 
Advent 

4th Sunday of 
Advent 

4th Sunday of 
Advent Christmas Eve   Christmas 

Day 

Flowers 
no flowers for the season of Advent 

– the focus being on the Advent 
Wreath 

 Flowers Team   Flowers 
Team 

                    

8
am

 

Celebrant Rev'd Martin Rev'd Martin 

  n/a   n/a   n/a 

Preacher (if different to 
Celebrant)   Rev'd Canon 

Scott 
Sidespeople Alison & Alistair Rhonda & Susan 

Liturgical Assistant Ellie P Rev'd Martin 
1st Bible reader - OT Alistair D Rebecca P 
2nd Bible reader - NT Alison D Julianne S 

                  

1
0

am
 

Celebrant Rev'd Martin Rev'd Canon 
Scott 

7
p

m
 

Rev'd Martin 

1
1

.3
0

p
m

 

Rev'd Martin 

9
am

 

Rev'd 
Canon 
Scott 

Preacher (if different to 
Celebrant)          

Sidespeople & Welcomer Helen & Hardy Janene B & 
Richard G volunteers volunteers Rhonda E & 

Susan J 

Liturgical Assistant       
Crucifer: Leighton 

Deacon: Rev'd 
Robin 

Brian M 

Musician(s) & 
Singers/Soloist Colin F Colin F Colin F Colin F Colin F 

1st Bible reader - OT Rev'd Lyn P Liz D n/a volunteer Margaret M 

2nd Bible reader - NT Sarah B Tim G n/a Susan J Russell M 

Morning Tea Katie C Liz D   Supper: Food @ 
St Philip's team 

  n/a   n/a 

Additional details/notes   School holidays   

7pm: Nine 
Lessons & Carols 

followed with 
supper 

  11.30pm: 
Midnight Mass 

  9am: 
Eucharist 

 
  



A Briefing - St Philip’s Parish Planning 
 

The purpose of this paper 
The Parish Council initiated a planning process in 2022 where we set some planning principles 
which you will see below and we arranged a day in October to draw people together and dream 
about the future for St Phillips. 
We are keen to make sure that everyone who would like to has a chance to dream with us, add 
your input and ideas and join the thinking.  
We suggest you: read through these thoughts and then make a time to catch up with Martin or 
others from the Parish Council and have a conversation. 
 

Parish Council Planning Principles 
1. We need to start with what we have already – and understand and value this 
2. What we have already includes the ministries that extend past our church door that 

include the Army chaplaincy, the kindergarten and the aged residential centres. 
3. We need to take care with the language we use and seek to be inclusive and not 

jargonistic. 
4. We need to take the whole congregation along with us so that we build engagement and 

sustainability in from the beginning. 
5. We should not start anything new without a group of people committing to it – it’s too 

hard to sustain new things alone. 
6. We should allow ourselves to trial new things as ‘pilots’ and let the fail if needed. Some 

things will take hold and some things just won’t and that’s OK. 
7. We believe that each person in our community has gifts and talents which we can 

encourage them to share, and just being part of our community is also OK. 
 

We talked through the following questions – what are your 
thoughts? 

1. What is Mission of the Church? What does the early church teach us about mission? 
2. Revisiting Past Planning Work – were you at St Phillips in 2012? What did we learn from 

that time in our Parish life? 
3. Dreaming about the future – what are your dreams for St Phillips? 
4. Our Diocese – are there things about where we ‘sit’ as a worshipping community that 

could guide our thinking about the future 
5. Our local community – what are the demographics of our area and what might this tell 

us about the unique opportunities we have on our doorstep? 
6. Our Parish – what are the practical constraints we have? Safety and risk, finances, 

smaller congregation. 
7. Stand-out ideas – what brilliant ideas do you have that you would like to share? 
8. Matters for caution – traps & challenges? 
9. What are you optimistic about?  


