
  
 

A Service of Nine 
Lessons and Carols 

Sunday 18 December 2022 
 

Welcome to this year’s Nine Lessons 
and Carols at St Philip’s. 

 
We all sing: Once in Royal David’s City 

The first verse will be sung by soloist Rosemary Lohmann 
 

Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed 
where a mother laid her baby 
in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

He came down to earth from heaven 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and His shelter was a stable, 
and His cradle was a stall; 
with the poor despised and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 

And through all his wondrous childhood, 
day by day like us he grew; 
he was little, weak, and helpless, 



tears and smiles like us he knew; 
and he feels for all our sadness, 
and he shares in all our gladness. 
 

And our eyes at last shall see him, 
through his own redeeming love, 
for that child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 
 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him: but in heaven, 
set at God's right hand on high, 
when his children gather round 
bright like stars, with glory crowned. 

Cecil Frances Alexander 1818-95 
 

The Bidding  
Read by The Reverend Martin Johnson, Rector of St Philip’s 
 
Beloved in Christ, it is with great joy that we welcome you to this 
celebration. This night we prepare ourselves to hear again the 
message of the angels, and to go in heart and mind to 
Bethlehem and to see the Christ child. We come to offer our 
praise and thanksgiving for the wondrous love God has shown 
toward us in this birth of love, and to rejoice in the eternal hope 
that it brings to all peoples. 
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace 
on earth and goodwill among all God’s people and for unity and 
communion within the Church of God, and in every land, that it 
may be filled with faith and love. 
 

Let us remember in prayer, the poor and helpless, the 
oppressed, the cold, the hungry, all refugees, the dispossessed 
and those unjustly deprived of liberty. Let us remember the sick 
and those who mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and 
the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who 
cannot believe in him and those who walk in darkness or the 
shadow of death. 
 



Let us also remember those who rejoice with us upon another 
shore and in a greater light - that multitude who none can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with 
whom in the Lord Jesus we are for ever one. 
 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne 
of Grace, in the words which Christ himself has taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name; 
 your kingdom come; 
 your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.   
 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen 

 
We all sing: On Christmas night all Christians sing 
On Christmas night all Christians sing 
to hear the news the angels bring; 
on Christmas night all Christians sing 
to hear the news the angels bring: 
news of great joy, news of great mirth, 
news of our merciful King’s birth. 
 

Then why should we on earth be sad, 
since our Redeemer made us glad? 
Then why should we on earth be sad, 
since our Redeemer made us glad, 
when from our sin he set us free, 
all for to gain our liberty? 
 

When sin departs before his grace, 
then life and health come in its place; 
when sin departs before his grace, 
then life and health come in its place; 
heaven and earth with joy may sing, 
all for to see the new-born King. 
 



And so from darkness we have light, 
which made the angels sing this night; 
and so from darkness we have light, 
which made the angels sing this night: 
'Glory to God and peace descend 
now and forevermore. Amen.' 

 Traditional English Carol 
 
First Lesson: From the Book of Genesis (3:8-15, 17-19) 

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and 
that his seed will bruise the serpents head. 

Read by Colin Dundon 
 
Vocal Quartet and Instrumentalists: An Australian Christmas 
Carol 
Lyrics by I.B.V.M. music arr. by Percy Jones, 1914-92 
 
Second Lesson: From the Book of Genesis (22:15-18) 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his see shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed. 

Read by Ashton Robinson 
 
We all sing: Lo he comes with clouds descending. 
Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 
once for ev'ry sinner slain; 
thousand, thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ reveals his endless reign. 
 

Ev'ry eye shall now behold him 
robed in glorious majesty; 
those who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
shall their true Messiah see. 
 

Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears, 
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshipers. 



With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, 
gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 

Yea, amen, let all adore thee 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Savior, take the pow'r and glory, 
claim the kingdom as thine own. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone! 

Charles Wesley 1707-88  
 
Third Lesson: From the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (9:2; 6-7) 

The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour. 
 Read by Judith Lindbeck 

 
Solo: The people that walked in darkness 
from The Messiah HWV56. GF Handel 1685-1759. 

Richard Orchard - Bass, Colin Forbes - Piano  
 
We all sing: Angels from the realms of Glory  
Angels, from the realms of glory, 
wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
heralds of creation's story, 
now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

 Refrain: come and worship Christ, the new-born King, 
 come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, 
watching over flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing; 
yonder shines the infant Light: Refrain 
 

Wise men, leave your contemplations, 
brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great Desire of nations, 
you have seen his natal star: Refrain 
 

Though an infant now we view him, 
he shall fill his Father's throne, 
gather all the nations to him: 
every knee shall then bow down: Refrain 

James Montgomery 1771-1854  
 



Fourth Lesson: From the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (11:1-3a, 
4a, 6-9) 

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 
Read by Susan Johnson 

 
Solo: The First Mercy 
Lyrics Bruce Blunt 1899-1957, Music Peter Warlock 1894-1930. 

Rosemary Lohmann – Soprano, Colin Forbes - Piano 
 
Fifth Lesson: From the Gospel according to Luke (1:26-38) 
The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Read by Rebecca Kleinig 
 

Vocal Quartet: The Magnificat 
Music Christopher Willcock 1947- 
 
We all sing: The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 
 

‘for known a blessèd Mother thou shalt be 
all generations laud and honour thee, 
thy Son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold, 
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 
 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said, 
‘my soul shall laud and magnify his holy name:’ 
most highly favoured lady. Gloria! 
 

of her, Immanuel, the Christ was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say 
‘most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 

Basque Carol 
Paraphrased Sabine Baring Gould 1834-1924 

 
Sixth Lesson: From the Gospel according to Luke (2:1-7)  

Luke tells of the birth of Jesus 
Read by Ben Dyer 

 



Solo: Nun wander 
Maria from the Spanisches Liederbuch 
Music Hugo Wolf 1860-1903, 

Janene Broere - Mezzo soprano, Colin Forbes - Piano 
 
We all Sing: While Shepherds watched their Flocks 
While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
all seated on the ground, 
an angel of the Lord came down 
and glory shone around. 
 

'Fear not,' said he (for mighty dread 
had seized their troubled mind), 
'glad tidings of great joy I bring 
you and all humankind.  
 

'To you in David's town this day 
is born of David's line 
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord; 
and this shall be the sign: 
 

'the heavenly babe you there shall find 
to human view displayed, 
all meanly wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and in a manger laid.' 
 

Thus spoke the seraph; and forthwith 
appeared a shining throng 
of angels, praising God, who thus 
addressed their joyful song: 
 

'All glory be to God on high, 
and to the world be peace; 
good will henceforth from heaven to earth 
begin and never cease.' 

Nahum Tate 1652-1715 
 

Seventh Reading: From the Gospel according to Luke (2:8-16) 
 The Shepherds go to the Manger 

Read by Alison Davidson 
 
Solo: Ave Maria 
Giulio Romolo Caccini 1551-1618. 

Charles Hudson - Tenor, Colin Forbes – Piano. 



 
Eighth Reading: From the Gospel according to Matthew (2:1-
12) 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus 
Read by Fiona Dyer 

 
Duet: Star Candles 
Lyrics by Margaret Rose, Music by Michael Head 

Rosemary Lohmann - Soprano, 
Janene Broere - Mezzo soprano, Colin Forbes - Piano. 

 
We all sing: We three kings of Orient are 
We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we travel so far, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 
 Refrain: O star of wonder, star of light, 
 star with royal beauty bright, 
 westward leading, still proceeding, 
 guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign. Refrain 
 

Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, voices raising, 
worshipping God most high. Refrain 
 

Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. Refrain  
 

Glorious now behold him arise; 
King and God and sacrifice: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Earth to the heavens replies. Refrain 

John Henry Hopkins Jr. 1820-91 
 
Ninth Lesson: From the Gospel according to John (1:1-14) 



St John unfolds the great mystery of the incarnation. 
Read by The Rector 

 
We all sing: O come all ye faithful. 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem 
Come and behold him 
Born the King of Angels O come, let us adore Him 
 O come, let us adore Him 
 O come, let us adore Him 
 Christ the Lord! 
 

God of God, light of Light 
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb 
Very God 
Begotten, not created. Refrain 
 

See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 
We too will thither 
Bend our joyful footsteps; Refrain 
 

Lo! star led chieftains, Magi, Christ adoring, 
Offer him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
We to the Christ Child 
Bring our hearts’ oblations. Refrain 
 

Child, for us sinners Poor and in the manger, 
Fain we embrace thee, with awe and love; 
Who would not love thee, 
Loving us so dearly? Refrain 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God 
In the highest. Refrain 

Anon, possibly by John Francis Wade c1711-86 
 

We all process outside into the Courtyard and gather around the plane tree. 
 
We all sing: Silent night 
Silent night, holy night: 
all is calm, all is bright 
round the virgin mother and child, 



holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night: 
shepherds quake at the sight; 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing, ‘Alleluia! 
Christ the Saviour is born, 
Christ the Saviour is born.’ 
 

Silent night, holy night: 
wondrous star, lend your light; 
with the angels let us sing 
Alleluia to our King; 
Christ our Saviour is born, 
Christ our Saviour is born. 

Joseph Mohr 1792-1848 
 
The Closing Prayer and Blessing 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

All glory to you gracious God, for the gift of your Son whom you 
sent to bring us peace, joy and hope. With the angels, let us 
praise your name, and tell the earth his story, that all may 
believe, rejoice and proclaim your love; Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

May he – who by his incarnation gathered into one all things 
earthly and heavenly – fill you with the sweetness of inward 
peace and goodwill; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always. Amen. 
  



The St Philip’s Community wish 
you all a very happy and holy 

Christmas and every blessing in the 
New Year 

 
https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
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