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Sunday 11 September 2022 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 
Jorge Cocco Santelángelo (Argentina, 1936 –) The Lost Coin (2017) (Luke 15.8-10) 

 

Welcome to St Philip’s  
We acknowledge the Ngunnawal and Ngambri people, the Traditional Custodians of the land on 

which we worship, and pay our respects to their Elders past and present and emerging. We 
extend that respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who worship with us. 

 

St Philip’s COVIDSafe Plan We are asking folk not attend church if they feel unwell, to be 
aware of their hand hygiene and to be mindful of social distance. Thank you. Masks are available 
for those who wish to wear one. 
 

Pew sheet & Order of Service: the full Pew sheet is available on our website. The QR code in 
the pews will direct you to the current edition, please use your phone/tablet and follow along. 
Service cards, Pew Bibles and Prayer Books are also available. 
 

Offertory: at the offertory when our gifts are brought forward, there is an opportunity for you to 
make your contribution. A self-serve Eftpos machine is available in the foyer, you can use it 
before or after the service. St Philip’s EFT details are also available if you would like to make a 



direct transfer: 702-389 05202512. Giving cards are in the foyer if you wish to place something 
in the offertory bag after giving electronically. 
 

Communion: if you are baptised you are welcome to receive communion, which at present is in 
‘one kind.’ If you would like to receive a blessing please cross your hands on your chest as you 
come forward. 
 

If you’d like to volunteer as a reader, sidesperson, welcomer, or another role on the Roster, 
then please email rosters@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
 

The Flowers today are in loving memory of Pat Forbes. 
 
From the Rector 
Dear Friends, 
 

The Diocesan Synod meets this weekend in Goulburn. As well as the usual business of Synod – 
hearing reports etc, there will be an opportunity for a conference session. The letter to the Synod 
reps states: A paper from the Chancellor titled “Report on Opinion of Appellate Tribunal on 
Blessing of Persons Married According to the Marriage Act 1961 Regulations 2019 (Wangaratta)” 
which forms the background to the decision of the Appellate Tribunal and is intended to focus the 
discussion during the conference session on “Human Sexuality and Marriage” to be held on 
Saturday 10 September, not on the Appellate Tribunal’s decision but on the doctrinal issues that 
the Diocese should discuss. 
 

As we know this remains an important issue in the life our Church and Communion. At issue is 
the word ‘doctrine’ and what constitutes doctrine in our Church. It is my hope that our discussion 
can be focused on the pastoral rather than the doctrinaire. Anglicanism has always been at its 
best when it engages in Practical or Pastoral theology. My favourite writers are those Anglicans 
whose works of theology are enriched by a warm pastoral flavour. Unfortunately, many of these 
writers are considered outdated, which is a shame. Please pray for the Synod and its 
deliberations. 
 

Today is a significant day of remembrance. The events of ‘9/11’ and the ramifications of that day 
still resonate; we remember those who died on that day. We remember too the lives of Bishop 
Cecil Warren, the first Rector of the St Philip’s and Pat Forbes whose musical legacy we continue 
to celebrate and remember with gratitude. 
 

Every blessing, Martin 
  rector@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
  0478 619 911 
 
Eucharist for the fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Introit Hymn (10am)  474 (TiS) 
Here in this place new light is streaming 
Now is the darkness vanished away 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings 
Brought here to you in the light of this day 
 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame 
Call to us now and we shall awaken 
We shall arise at the sound of our name 
 

We are the young, our lives are a mystery 
We are the old who yearn for your face 
We have been sung throughout all of history 
Called to be light to the whole human race 
 

Gather us in, the rich and the haughty 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly 
Give us the courage to enter the song 
 

Here we will take the wine and the water 



Here we will take the bread of new birth 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth 
 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion 
Give us to eat the bread that is you 
Nourish us well and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true 
 

Not in the dark of buildings confining 
Not in some heaven light years away 
But here in this place the new light is shining 
Now is the kingdom, now is the day 
 

Gather us in and hold us forever 
Gather us in and make us your own 
Gather us in, all peoples together 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones 

Marty Haugen 1950- 
 

Entrance Antiphon  
 I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
 who repents. 

Luke 15:10 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, X and the love of God, and fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
 no  secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
 your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
 holy name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Merciful God, our maker and our judge, we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, and in what we have failed to do: we have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; we repent, and are 
sorry for all our sins. Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you in 
newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: pardon you X and 
set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 Amen. 
 
Gloria 
 Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord God, 
 heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are 
 seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the 
 Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray: 
Undaunted you seek the lost, O God, exultant you bring home the found: 
touch our hearts with grateful wonder at the tenderness of your forbearing love; 
grant us delight in the mercy that has found us; 
and bring all to rejoice at the feast of forgiven sinners. 



We ask this through, our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever. 
 Amen. 
 
Today’s Readings  
A reading from the book of Exodus 32:7-14 
The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of 
Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshipped it and 
sacrificed to it, and said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!” ’ 9The Lord said to Moses, ‘I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let 
me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I 
will make a great nation.’ 11 But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, ‘O Lord, why does 
your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, “It was with evil intent that he 
brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the 
earth”? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your 
people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your 
own self, saying to them, “I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it for ever.”  
14And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 
Psalm 51:1-10 
Have mercy on me, O God, in your enduring goodness : 
according to the fullness of your compassion blot out my offences. 
Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness : 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I acknowledge my rebellion : 
and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your eyes : 
so you will be just in your sentence and blameless in your judging. 
Surely in wickedness I was brought to birth : 
and in sin my mother conceived me. 
You that desire truth in the inward parts : 
O teach me wisdom in the secret places of the heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean : 
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Make me hear of joy and gladness : 
let the bones which you have broken rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins : 
and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God : 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
 
A reading from the first letter to Timothy 1:1-2, 12-19a 
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Saviour and of Christ Jesus our 
hope, 
2To Timothy, my loyal child in the faith: 
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received mercy, so that 
in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example 
to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



18I am giving you these instructions, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies made 
earlier about you, so that by following them you may fight the good fight, 19having faith and a 
good conscience. 
 
Gradual hymn (10am)  444 (TiS) 
Dear Shepherd of your people, hear, 
your presence now display; 
as you have given a place for prayer, 
so give us hearts to pray. 
 

Within these walls let holy peace 
and love and concord dwell; 
here give the troubled conscience ease, 
the wounded spirit heal. 
 

May we in faith receive your word, 
in faith present our prayers; 
and in the presence of our Lord 
unburden all our cares. 
 

The hearing ear, the seeing eye, 
the humble mind bestow; 
and shine upon us from on high, 
to make our graces grow. 

John Newton 1725-1807 
 
Gradual (8am) 
Alleluia, 
 alleluia!  
You that desire truth in the inward parts: 
O teach me wisdom in the secret places of the heart. 

Psalm 51:6 
 Alleluia! 
 
The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 15:1-10 
 Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the Pharisees and 
the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’ 
3So he told them this parable: 4‘Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he 
finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he comes 
home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have 
found my sheep that was lost.” 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance. 
8‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep 
the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her 
friends and neighbours, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 
lost.” 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.’ 
 
For the Gospel of the Lord, 
 praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed  
Let us affirm the faith of the church 

We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
 all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
 God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
 from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; through him 



 all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
 buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He  will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom 
 will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
 worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
 baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, X 
 and the  life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People 
In our prayers we remember those in need, particularly: Ben, Gage, Hugh, Sarah, David, Otto, 
Bob, Noel, Ermida, Vanessa, Molly and Katherine, those unable to gather with us, those in 
hospital, residential or home care and those from whom we are isolated. 
 
We pray for Raw Potential, the Outreach Workers as well as the disadvantaged young people 
they support. We pray that accommodation may be available for young people when they need 
it, and that they may have the confidence to accept the assistance that Raw Potential can 
provide. We pray that the Outreach Workers will be successful in making connections with 
disadvantaged young people so that they can help them to begin to turn their lives around. We 
pray that our contributions will have a positive impact on this important service. 
 
We commend to God the recently departed; those whose anniversaries fall at this time Cecil 
Warren, bishop (13/09/2019), Arthur Carter (17/09/2017) the victims of terrorism, war, disaster 
and pandemic, all whose memories are dear to us, and those who have no one to remember 
them. 
 
The Greeting of Peace 
We are the body of Christ.  
 His Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 And also with you.  
 
Offertory Hymn (10am)  143 (TiS) 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, your great name we praise. 
 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, but ruling in might; 
your justice like mountains high soaring above, 
your clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

You give life to all, Lord, to both great and small, 
in all life now living, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on a tree, 
then wither: but ever unchanged you will be. 
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
your angels adore you, all veiling their sight; 
of all your rich graces this grace, Lord, impart-- 
take the veil from our faces, the veil from our heart. 
 

All praise we would render: reveal to our sight 
what hides you is only the splendour of light; 
and so let your glory, Almighty, impart, 
through Christ in the story, your Christ to the heart. 

Walter Chalmers Smith 1824-1908 
 



Offertory  
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become the bread of life. 
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.  
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have our money to offer, 
the fruit of our labour and of the skills you have given us. Take us and our possessions to do 
your work in the world.  
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
All thanks and praise, glory and honour, 
 be yours at all times, in every place, 
 holy and loving father, true and living God. 
 
We praise you that through your eternal Word 
 you brought the universe into being 
 and made us in your own image. 
 
You have given us this earth to care for and delight in, 
 and with its bounty you preserve our life. 
We thank you that you bound yourself to the human race 
 with the promises of a gracious covenant 
 and called us to serve you in love and peace. 
 
Above all we give you thanks for your Son, 
 our Saviour Jesus Christ: 
 born as one of us, he lived our common life 
 and offered his life to you in perfect obedience and trust. 
 
By his death he delivered us from sin, brought us new life, 
 and reconciled us to you and to one another. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
 with apostles, and prophets, 
 with holy men and women of every age, 
 we proclaim your great and glorious name 
 for ever praising you and saying: 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
 Heaven and earth and full of your glory.  
 Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he X who comes  
 in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy God, we thank you  
 for these gifts of your creation, this bread and wine, 
 and we pray that we who eat and drink them 
 in obedience to our Saviour Christ, 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 may be partakers of his body and blood, 



 and be made one with him and with each other 
 in peace and love. 
 
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
 and when he had given you thanks 
 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 
 Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper, he took the cup, 
 and again giving you thanks 
 he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Drink from this all of you. 
 This is my blood of the new covenant 
 shed for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 
 
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
 proclaiming his offering of himself 
 made once for all upon the cross, 
 his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
 and looking for his coming again, 
 we celebrate with this bread and this cup, 
 his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
 for the sins of the whole world. 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen.  
 Christ will come again. 
 
As we eat and drink this holy sacrament, 
 renew us by your Holy Spirit 
 that we may be united in the body of your Son 
 and serve you as a royal priesthood 
 in the joy of your eternal kingdom 
 
Receive our praises Father, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 with whom and in whom, 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 we worship you in songs of never-ending praise: 
 Blessing and honour and glory and power  are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,  
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
 done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
 we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
 from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
The Breaking of Bread and Communion 
As this broken bread was once many grains, which have been gathered together  
and made one bread: 
 so may your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
 
Agnus Dei  
 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 



 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away  
the sins of the world.  
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
 Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
 but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
Communion Antiphon 
 To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

1 Timothy 1:17 
 

The Sending out of God’s People 
Let us pray: 
Gracious God, 
we thank you that in this sacrament 
you assure us of your goodness and love. 
Accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
and help us to grow in love and obedience 
that we may serve you in the world 
and finally be brought to that table 
where all your saints feast with you for ever. 
Most loving God, you send us into the world you love. Give us grace to go thankfully and 
 with courage in the power of your Spirit. 
 
Recessional Hymn:  547 (TiS) 
Be thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

Be thou my Wisdom, and thou my true Word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
Thou my great Father, thy child let me be; 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 
 

Riches I scorn and the world’s empty praise, 
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

High King of Heaven, after victory won, 
May I reach Heaven’s joys, O bright Heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all. 

Gaelic 8th Cent. Tr Mary Elizabeth Byrne 1880-1931  
 
The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
 
The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, X the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
 Amen. 
 
Go in the peace of Christ. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Reflection 
The narrative of the “golden calf” stands as a paradigmatic tale of Israel’s skewed covenant with 
YHWH. Excluding the Priestly instruction of Exodus 25-31, this story in Exodus 32 follows 
immediately after the covenant-making in Exodus 2:43. 



 

There is not even the space of a breath between covenant-making and covenant-
breaking! 
 

The breaking of the covenant in this story is because Israel yearns for and must have an 
immediately available God. Israel cannot tolerate the holiness of YHWH that marks God with 
freedom, the freedom to be absent, remote, or inaccessible. (nb. Our all-to-ready eagerness to 
assure believers among us that God is ever present and on call is sobered by this narrative!).  
 

Because the holy God of Sinai is not immediately available the God-maker, Aaron must get to 
work. Aaron is a priestly theological type, so he knows what to do. He knows how to “make” and 
“make available” a God who is able and willing to respond to Israel’s religious hunger. This 
narrative is about God-making that responds to the yearning of religious neediness. 
 

All you need to make in order to make a god is a measure of the substance that is most valuable 
in the community, in this case gold. Along with gold, all you need is a mold that can shape the 
gold. The mold readily available to Aaron is a calf, well, better a “bull.” The “calf” is symbol and 
embodiment of virility and fertility, the strength, power, and capacity to generate new life! All 
you need to make a god is a little gold, a pattern of vitality and fertility that bespeaks self-
sufficiency, and some imagination to see how a precious commodity can be made (formed) into a 
compelling, reassuring, ever present, ever available god.  
 

This compelling, reassuring, ever present, ever available god is such a welcome alternative to 
the demanding, uncompromising, sometimes absent holy God of Sinai. Thus gold imagined into a 
bull is so attractive because it is divinized version of our own best, most powerful self in our 
generative capacity to make, order, govern, and control life on our own terms.  
 

It is not for nothing that the image a gold-bull is the defining icon of Wall Street, the great venue 
of self-sufficient wealth, power, and control. Wall Street is the lens of wealth and power that 
controls the economy, that has for a long time mobilized cheap labor (through bondaging debt), 
and by market expansion and by deployment of troops has reached the extremes of the earth for 
ever greater wealth.  
 

This passion for god-making is reiterated by our ready commoditization of the world, 
our reduction of all of life to a tradable commodity that issues in control. 
 

The reiteration of the narrative in Psalm 106 declares: 
 

They exchanged the glory of God  
for the image of an ox that eats grass. 
They forget God, their Savior, 
who had done great things in Egypt (Psalm 106:20-21). 
 

The calf/bull has become an “ox.” But that is all the same when it comes to “breeding” self-
sufficiency. Israel (Aaron) traded God’s majestic glory for a mere creature that could be tamed 
and worked, a calf! Such a “trade” is only possible because of their wholesale forgetting. The 
Israelites forgot their narrative of emancipation. They could no longer remember their cruel 
slavery from which they had been rescued. They forgot because they had become safe and 
secure from all alarms. What we know is that affluence begets amnesia: 
 

When your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that 
you have is multiplied … Do not say to yourself, “My power and the might of my own hand have 
gotten me this wealth. But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get 
wealth (Deuteronomy 8:13-18). 
 

In a circumstance of security and property, it is easy and convenient to scuttle old memories of 
bondage, impotence, and despair and the inexplicable gift of emancipation. In amnesia one can 
then exult in self-sufficiency, incapable of remembering being vulnerable and having been given 
of new life. Thus the “forgetting” of Israel is not mere absent-mindedness. It is a willful act to 
expel memories that define our lives as other than as autonomous and self-made. 
 

But of course such willful amnesia will not work. It will not work because self-sufficiency is 
unsustainable. In the most elemental ways we do not initiate our lives; we are on the receiving 
end of good gifts. For good reason, Paul can ask: 
What do you have that you did not receive? And if you received it, why do you boast as if it were 
not a gift? (I Corinthians 4:7) 
 



It is all gift! It is all the gift of God. It all properly evokes gratitude that is expressed as 
neighborly generosity. When gifts are transposed into achievements, accomplishments, and 
possessions, however, gratitude evaporates, generosity vanishes, and neighbors become 
invisible. 
 

It will not work! It did not take long for the holy God to notice the willful illusionary defiance of 
Israel via Aaron. Even from a distance the holy God can spot such perversity. It is a perversity 
that must have seemed to Aaron only a new celebrative religiosity. But God’s ways are not 
Aaron’s ways! God will have none of it. Karl Barth puts it succinctly: 
 

Such was the breach of the covenant in Exodus 2 — man as the creator Dei, self-controlling and 
self-sufficient and self-defying man, the man of sis in this first form of pride (Church 
Dogmatics  IV 1 432). 
 

One can concluded that the “new normal” authorized by the golden bull of affluent successful 
self-sufficiency is the order of the day among us. After all, U.S. exceptionalism serves such a 
claim. White supremacy makes the same claim. An even more generic sense of entitlement 
reaches out to both conservatives and liberals.  
 

Such prideful self-regard has no room for the holy God who refuses our self-
congratulatory mood.  
 

So how might God’s holiness undo such self-congratulatory life? Well, by rendering our self-
sufficiency as penultimate and inadequate. Right now we are living with the failure of our 
most secure institutions as we watch the undoing of our taken-for-granted world. No one 
(certainly not this one!) would ever say that the virus is divine judgment. But then, the undoing 
of a world of recalcitrance is not likely to be direct or intrusive. The undoing is more likely to 
appear in an invisible but real pressure on our ordinary living. The outcome is our humbling that 
is not overcome by loud protest, phony piety, or illusionary posturing.  
 

We have a time in which to be a humble, receptive people if we have courage enough 
to notice. 
 

But this tale of sad humbling at the hand of the holy God has a swerve to it. The same Moses 
who is privy to God’s anger toward perverse Israel is the Moses who now speaks up to counter 
God’s self-satisfied intention to punish. As a result this is not simply a story of sin and judgment, 
though it is that. After the straight-forward simplicity of sin and judgment, the narrative is made 
more complex and more interesting by the response of Moses as a third party to the drama.  
Moses interrupts what scholars call the “lawsuit” of indictment and sentence. Moses dares to 
question the appropriateness and wisdom God’s anger. This daring interruption by Moses is so 
deeply Jewish! It would not happen among conventional Christians, because conventional 
Christians are excessively pious and deferential. But Moses is resolutely Jewish in this moment of 
covenantal engagement. He knows that he can (and must!) address God and call God to account. 
He puts two questions to God: 
Why be angry with this people that you have made and saved? 
Why give ammunition to the Egyptians? 
Bad idea to get angry with your own people whom you love! Bad idea to provide the Egyptians 
with evidence of failure toward your own historical project! The two questions of Moses remain 
unanswered as though YHWH needs time to ponder. Without waiting, Moses promptly issues 
three imperatives to God. Yes, imperatives! 
 

Turn … from your anger; 
Change … your mind; 
Remember … the book of Genesis. 
 

What a demand Moses makes to YHWH: Turn, change, remember! The exchange ends laconically 
without inflection:  
And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people (Exodus 
32:14). 
 

Evidently YHWH takes the imperatives and the questions of Moses seriously. Moses 
prevailed! God is talked out of God’s immense anger! 
 

I conclude that the accent of our interpretation is not on either the sin of Aaron or on the anger 
of God. What matters are the courage of Moses and the readiness of Moses to call God to 
account, to summon God back the matrix of promise.  



 

The Psalm (106) says, “Moses stood in the breach.” I am not sure I want to draw any practical 
learning from this account. If I did, however, it would be to insist that Moses (and his ilk after 
Moses) is not identified with the transgression of Aaron. We know better than that. Moses did not 
participate in the folly of Aaron. But we know as well that Moses is not identified with the holy 
wrath of YHWH. Moses himself displays no anger at the action of Aaron. Moses, rather, has a 
distinct and different role to play in this crisis of pride and humbling.  
 

The ilk of Moses after him is to play a distinctive role in the drama of pride and humbling. We, 
after Moses, may do so with intense intercessions that summon God to God’s best most 
faithful self as did Moses. Beyond that, the work in the drama is to mediate life beyond pride 
(that has failed) and beyond humbling (that has been for the most part withheld). This move 
“beyond” is a bet on the future, a conviction that God and God’s people are meant to have 
together a better practice in a better circumstance. 
 

Thus by the end of chapter 32, Moses bids God for forgiveness (v. 32). Our society is in great 
need of forgiveness that it cannot manufacture for itself, forgiveness for a brutal history, for its 
brazen racism, for its uncaring autonomy, for its assumption of elected privilege, and for its 
illusionary sufficiency. Of course! After that, however, at the end of the narrative God moves on: 
 

But now go, lead the people to the place about which I have spoken to you; see, my angel shall 
go in front of you (v. 34). 
 

The promise of God to Israel persists. 
The mandate is to move to a new better place. The work of Moses, in light of this sad exchange, 
is to lead God’s people to “the land of promise.” The people dancing around the golden bull 
would have thought they had already arrived at the land promise (see v. 8). It is always so with 
those who have “arrived” or think they have arrived. But not so! Thus affluent self-sufficiency, 
safe and secure from all alarms, is not the land of promise. The land of promise is the place 
where the commandments of God are readily and gladly embraced, where God is loved above all 
else, where neighbours are loved like ourselves. That new land of wellbeing requires new 
imagination. It requires new attitudes. It requires new policies. It requires new practices. This is 
all the work of this third party who exercises courageous agency in the breach.  
 

In chapter 34 the covenant is remade. It can be remade by God’s initiative because: 
 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He will not always accuse, 
nor will he keep his anger forever. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities (Psalm 103:8-10; see Exodus 34:6). 
 

This remaking of the covenant is the work of Moses. It is his hard work to negotiate, to coax 
both parties back to the covenant, to coax God back to generosity and to coax Israel back to 
responsibility. That is the good work of Moses. It is work that is not yet finished among us, work 
that is an urgent vocation. 
 

Walter Brueggemann is an American Protestant Old Testament scholar and theologian who is 
widely considered one of the most influential Old Testament scholars of the last several decades. 

 
News 

Thank you to those of you who have committed to the Safe Ministries Day next Saturday 17 
September. If you haven’t yet added your name the list is in the foyer. During this Synod 

weekend we shall be finalising numbers and an email will be sent early in the week to confirm 
times etc. 

 
Pandora’s Winter Clearance began this weekend and will continue next Saturday. Come along 
and pick up a bargain! The launch of the Spring Collection will be on Saturday 24 September. A 
great opportunity to ‘come and see’ the ministry that is Pandora’s, enjoy some hospitality and 

add a little something to your Spring wardrobe! 
 

The Diocesan Synod sits this weekend, Bishop Mark has written to the Diocesan Family: 
Dear sisters and brothers, 
 



In a week many of us will be gathering in Goulburn for our Diocesan Synod. I am thankful that 
we have this opportunity to meet face to face and for the God-given wisdom and experience in 
our midst.  Can I encourage us to pray the following prayer in our churches this Sunday, 
confident in God’s ability and willingness to do far more than we might ask or imagine: 
 

Almighty and everliving God, 
give wisdom and understanding, 

to the members of our Diocesan Synod. 
Teach us in all things 

to seek first your honour and glory. 
May we perceive what is right 

have courage to pursue it 
and grace to accomplish it, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
(APBA, p213) 

 
With every blessing in Christ, 
+Mark 

 
If you would like to contribute towards the cost of flowers see Susan or use one of the 
envelopes in the narthex. They can be dedicated in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving 

and a note placed in the pew sheet. 
 

The ministry from St John’s Care is increasingly important in what are difficult economic times 
for many. Currently SJC are keen to receive donations of Shampoo, Coffee (100g), Olive oil, and 

tinned fruit. If you are able to assist please leave your donations in the baskets at the back of 
the church. Cash donations are also appreciated, please see their website for more information. 

 
This week @ St Philip’s  
Today 11 Sept Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

8am   Eucharist  
10am    Eucharist with Hymns 
4pm   Diocesan Synod concludes 

 

Tuesday 13 Sept Cyprian of Carthage, bishop & martyr (d.258) 
7-9pm   Statement from the Heart – Reflection 9 

 

Wednesday 14 Sept  Holy Cross 
10am-12noon  Pandora’s sorting & tidying 
7pm    Parish Council 

 

Thursday 15 Sept John Oliver Feetham, bishop & bush brother (d.1947) 
10am    Eucharist 
 

Friday 16 Sept  Ninian of Galloway, bishop & missionary (d.432) 
6.30pm   Youth Group 
 

Saturday 17 Sept  Hildegaard of Bingen, abbess & spiritual writer (d.1179) 
9am-4pm   Safe Ministries Training Day 
10am-1pm   Pandora’s – OPEN - Winter Clearance        

Sunday 18 Sept   Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost         
8am    Eucharist  
10am     Eucharist with Hymns 

Readings: Amos 8:4-7, Psalm 113, 1 Timothy 2:1-10, Luke 16:1-13  
 

Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 20 Sept   Statement from the Heart – Final  
Saturday 24 Sept   Pandora’s Spring Launch 
Sunday 6 November All Saints 
  



Rosters 
 

 11-Sep-22 18-Sep-22 25-Sep-22 

 
Sunday of month 2nd 3rd 4th 

Liturgical Season 14th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

15th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

16th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Flowers Flowers Team Flowers Team Flowers Team 

         

8
am

 

Celebrant   Rev'd Martin Rev'd Martin 

8
am

 

Preacher (if different to 
Celebrant)   Rev'd Canon Scott   

Sidespeople Alison & Alistair Rhonda & Susan Shane & Tim 

Liturgical Assistant Ellie P Rev'd Martin Brian McK 

1st Bible reader - OT Alison D Rebecca P Shane W 

2nd Bible reader - NT Alistair D Julianne S Shane W 

         
1

0
am

 

Celebrant   Rev'd Canon Scott Rev'd Martin 

1
0

am
 

Preacher (if different to 
Celebrant)       

Sidespeople & Welcomer Helen & Hardy Laura W, Jeannette McH & 
Richard G Fred A & Sally A 

Liturgical Assistant Rebecca K Rev'd Martin Philippa W 
Musician(s) & 

Singers/Soloist Colin F Colin F Colin F 

1st Bible reader - OT Ann M Ashton R Colin D 

2nd Bible reader - NT Fiona D Fred A Jeanette D-T 

Morning Tea Barbara G Helen P Janene B 

 Additional details/notes Synod in Goulburn   School Holidays  

 


