
 
 

 
 

Last Sunday after Epiphany - Transfiguration 
19 February 2023 

 
Welcome to St Philip’s  

We acknowledge the Ngambri and Ngunnawal people, the Traditional Custodians of the land on 
which we worship, and pay our respects to their Elders past and present and emerging. We extend 

that respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who worship with us. 
 

St Philip’s COVIDSafe Plan We are asking folk not attend church if they feel unwell, to be aware 
of their hand hygiene and to be mindful of social distance. Thank you. Masks are available for 
those who wish to wear one. 
 

Pew sheet & Order of Service: the full Pew sheet with more news and reflections is available on 
our website. The QR code in the pews will direct you to the current edition, please use your 
phone/tablet and follow along. Service cards, Pew Bibles and Prayer Books are also available. 
 



Offertory: at the offertory when our gifts are brought forward, there is an opportunity for you to 
make your contribution. A self-serve Eftpos machine is available in the foyer, you can use it before 
or after the service. St Philip’s EFT details are also available if you would like to make a direct 
transfer: 702-389 05202512. Giving cards are in the foyer if you wish to place something in the 
offertory bag after giving electronically. 
 

Communion: if you are baptised you are welcome to receive communion. If you would like to 
receive a blessing please cross your hands on your chest as you come forward. 
 

If you’d like to volunteer as a reader, sidesperson, welcomer or another role on the Roster, 
then please email rosters@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
 
From the Rector 
Dear Friends, 
 

The Transfiguration is a seminal event in the gospel narrative. Today as we conclude this cycle of 
Epiphany we see Jesus revealed as the fulfilment of the law and the prophets, of everything…the 
one on whom God’s very presence rests. Today projects us to the great events of Easter, but 
reminds us of the journey we still have before us…Lent begins next Sunday. 
 

The first of our Spirituality Seminars next Saturday, and our AGM next Sunday are all part of this 
journey. As always a journey of discernment and learning: Who is Jesus, who are we, who are we 
becoming. Next weekend we are dealing with both the spiritual and the practical, we can’t 
separate the two and neither should we. Our Annual Reports describe the work and life of the 
parish, our finances, outreach etc. All these things form part of our mission and our seminars I 
hope will help us appreciate and understand how our spirituality is revealed in the practical. 
 

What we are about is revealing the spiritual which is latent in all we are and do, this is 
Transfiguration! I am looking forward to gathering with you all next weekend! 
 

Every blessing, Martin 
rector@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
0478 619 911 

 
Eucharist for the last Sunday after Epiphany - Transfiguration 
Setting: St Philip’s Eucharist, Colin Forbes 
 
Introit hymn 234 (TiS) (10am) 
How good, Lord, to be here! 
your glory fills the night; 
your face and garments, like the sun, 
shine with unborrowed light. 
 

How good, Lord, to be here, 
your beauty to behold, 
where Moses and Elijah stand, 
your messengers of old. 
 

Fulfiller of the past, 
promise of things to be: 
we hail your body glorified, 
and our redemption see. 
 

Before we taste of death, 
we see your Kingdom come; 
we still would hold the vision bright, 
and make this hill our home. 
 

How good, Lord, to be here! 
yet we may not remain; 
but since you bid us leave the mount 
come with us to the plain. 

Joseph Armitage Robinson, 1858-1933 (alt.) 
 

Entrance antiphon  



 Suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, 
 ‘This is my beloved son, with whom I am  well pleased; listen to him!’ 

Matthew 17:5 
 

In the name of the Father X and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
  Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
 all desires known,  
 and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
 that we may perfectly love you,  
 and worthily magnify your holy name,  
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
When Christ appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. 
As he is pure, 
all who have grasped this hope make themselves pure. 
So let us confess our sins that mar his image in us. 
  
 Merciful God, our maker and our judge,  
 we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
 and in what we have failed to do:  
 we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
 we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
 we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
 Father, forgive us.  
 Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: pardon you � and set 
you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 
 
Kyrie  
 Lord, have mercy 
 Christ, have mercy 
 Lord, have mercy 

 
 
Gloria (sung at 10am)  (See separate music sheet) 



 Glory to God in the highest,  
 and peace to God’s people on earth.  
 Lord God, heavenly King, 
 almighty God and Father, 
  we worship you, we give you thanks, 
  we praise you for your glory.  
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
  Lord God, Lamb of God, 
  you take away the sin of the world: 
   have mercy on us; 
  you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
   receive our prayer. 
 For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High 
  Jesus Christ, 
  with the Holy Spirit, 
  in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the day 
Let us pray: 
Almighty God, in the transfiguration of your Son 
you confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah,  
and in the voice from the cloud you foreshadowed our adoption as your children: 
make us, with Christ, heirs of your glory and bring us to enjoy its fullness;  
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 
Today’s readings 
A reading from the book of Exodus (24:12-18) 
The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the 
tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their 
instruction.’ 13So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of 
God. 14To the elders he had said, ‘Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur 
are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.’ 
 
15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16The glory of 
the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 
called to Moses out of the cloud. 17Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a 
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. 18Moses entered the 
cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
 
Psalm 2 
Why are the nations in tumult: 
and why do the peoples cherish a vain dream? 
 The kings of the earth rise up  
 and the rulers conspire together: 
 against the Lord and against his anointed, saying, 
‘Let us break their bonds asunder: 
let us throw off their chains from us.’ 
 He that dwells in heaven shall laugh them to scorn: 
 the Lord will hold them in derision. 
Then will he speak to them in his wrath, 
and terrify them in his fury: 
‘I, the Lord, have set up my king on Zion my holy hill.’ 
 I will announce the Lord’s decree, 
 that which he has spoken: 
 ‘You are my son, this day have I begotten you. 



‘Ask of me, 
and I will give you the nations for your inheritance: 
the uttermost parts of the earth for your possession. 
 ‘You shall break them with a rod of iron: 
 and shatter them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.’ 
Now therefore be wise, O kings: 
be advised, you that are judges of the earth. 
 Serve the Lord with awe, 
 and govern yourselves in fear and trembling: 
 lest he be angry, and you perish in your course. 
For his wrath is quickly kindled: 
blessed are those that turn to him for refuge. 
 
A reading from the second letter of Peter (1:16-21) 
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honour 
and glory from God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, 
saying, ‘This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 18We ourselves heard this 
voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this 
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts. 20First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s 
own interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved 
by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 
The Gradual hymn 461 (10am) (TiS) 
Refrain: 
God, your glory we have seen in your Son, 
full of truth, full of heavenly grace; 
in Christ make us live, his love shine on our face, 
and the nations shall see in us the triumph you have won. 
 

In the fields of this world his good news he has sown, 
and send us out to reap till the harvest is done. [Refrain] 
 

In his love like a fire that consumes he passed by, 
the flame has touched our lips: let us shout, 'Here am I!' [Refrain] 
 

He was broken for us, God-forsaken his cry, 
and still the bread he breaks: to ourselves we must die. [Refrain] 
 

He has trampled the grapes of new life on his cross; 
now drink the cup and live: he has filled it for us. [Refrain] 
 

He has founded a kingdom that none shall destroy; 
the corner-stone is laid: go to work, build with joy! [Refrain] 

Didier Rimaud 1922-2003 
 

The Gradual (8am) 
Alleluia,  
 alleluia!  
So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this 
as to a lamp shining in a dark place. 

2 Peter 1:20 
 

 Alleluia! 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according Matthew (17:1-9) 
 Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a 
high mountain, by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and 



Elijah, talking with him. 4Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you 
wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 5While 
he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice 
said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!’ 6When the 
disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7But Jesus came and 
touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.’ 8And when they looked up, they saw no 
one except Jesus himself alone. 
 
9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision 
until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’  
For the Gospel of the Lord, 
 praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed  
Let us affirm the faith of the church 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made,  
 of one being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and  became truly  human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
 suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge 
  the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son 
 who with the Father and the Son 
 is worshipped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the  

 forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
X and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the people 
In our prayers we remember all in need, particularly: John, Ben, Hugh, Sarah, David, Otto, Bob, 
Noel, Deborah, Sue, Molly, Katherine, David &  
Margot, those unable to gather with us, those in hospital or residential care.  
 

We pray for our international mission, the Vanuatu Integrated Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Project. We pray especially:  



- for the small staff of the Anglican Church of Melanesia and their many volunteers working on this 
project; 
- for the communities whose health will benefit from the project; 
- that we will be generous in supporting this important work of our sister Anglican Church in 
Vanuatu. 
- that we will be generous in supporting this important work of our sister Anglican Church in 
Vanuatu. 
 

We commend to God the recently departed, particularly Cheryl Stone and Pauline Small and those 
who have died as a result of the earthquake in Turkey and Syria. Those whose anniversaries fall at 
this time: Howard Done (25/2/1987), the victims of war, pandemic and tragedy, all whose 
memories are dear to us, and those who have no one to remember them. 
 

Here is our prayer for the parish for use in your daily prayers this month as we approach our 
Mission project: 
God our Father, 
on a hillside in Galilee, your Son Jesus 
called us to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world. 
Give us the strength and wisdom to become 
the people of the Beatitudes in our day 
so that our words may season the world 
with the flavour of the Gospel and 
our lives be shining examples of Jesus, 
who is the true Light of the world. 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord.   Amen. 
 
The greeting of peace 
Christ will transfigure our human body 
and give it a form like that of his own glorious body. 
We are the body of Christ. 
We share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 And also with you.  
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
Offertory hymn 143 (TiS) (10am) 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, your great name we praise. 
 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, but ruling in might; 
your justice like mountains high soaring above, 
your clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

You give life to all, Lord, to both great and small, 
in all life now living, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on a tree, 
then wither: but ever unchanged you will be. 
 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
your angels adore you, all veiling their sight; 
of all your rich graces this grace, Lord, impart-- 
take the veil from our faces, the veil from our heart. 
 

All praise we would render: reveal to our sight 
what hides you is only the splendour of light; 
and so let your glory, Almighty, impart, 
through Christ in the story, your Christ to the heart. 

Walter Chalmers Smith 1824-1908 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become the bread of life.  



 Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit 
of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.  
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Holy God, receive all we bring before you this day, and bring us also to that radiant glory 
which we see in the transfigured face of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 
It is indeed right and good, 
 our duty and our joy, 
 always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
 holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
For on this day he revealed his glory 
 before his chosen witnesses 
 and filled with divine splendour 
 the human flesh in which he is one with us. 
 
So he prepared his disciples 
 to bear the scandal of the cross 
 and showed that in the Church, his body, 
 the same glory would be fulfilled 
 that shone forth from him, its head. 
 
And so with joyful hearts we echo on earth 
 the song of the angels in heaven 
 as they praise your glory without end 
 for ever praising you and singing/saying: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 Heaven and earth and full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes 
 in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 



 
 
Merciful God, we thank you  
 for these gifts of your creation, 
 this bread and wine, 
 and we pray that by your word and Holy Spirit, 
 we who eat and drink them 
 may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood, 
 and be made one with him and with each other 
 in peace and love. 
 
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
 and when he had given you thanks 
 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 
 Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper, he took the cup, 
 and again giving you thanks 
 he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Drink from this all of you. 
 This is my blood of the new covenant 
 shed for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do, this, as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.’ 
 
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
 Proclaiming his offering of himself 
 made once for all upon the cross, 
 his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
 and looking for his coming again, 
 we celebrate with this bread and this cup, 
 his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
 for the sins of the whole world. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died  
 Christ is risen 
 Christ will come again  



As we eat and drink this holy sacrament 
 renew us by your Spirit, 
 that we may be united in the body of your Son 
 and serve you as a royal priesthood 
 in the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
 
Receive our praises, Father,  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 with whom and in whom, 
 in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
 we worship you, Father,  
 in songs of never-ending praise:  
 Blessing and honour and glory and power  
 are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,  
 Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
 now and for ever. Amen. 
  
The breaking of bread and communion 
As this broken bread was once many grains,  
which have been gathered together and made one bread: 
 so may your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
 
Agnus Dei 
   Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

 



 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. 
 
Communion antiphon 
 Lord, it is good for us to be here.       Matthew 17:4 
 
The sending out of God’s people 
Let us pray: 
Holy God, 
we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ: 
may we who are partakers at his table 
reflect his life in word and deed, 
that all the world may know his power to change and save. 
 Most loving God, you send us into the world you love. Give us grace to go 
 thankfully and with courage in the power of your Spirit. 
 
The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
 
Christ Jesus, 
the splendour of the Father and the image of his being, 
draw you to himself 
that you may live in his light and share his glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father X the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: 
 In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 



Recessional hymn 473 (TiS) (10am) 
Community of Christ, 
who make the Cross your own, 
live out your creed and risk your life 
for God alone: 
the God who wears your face, 
to whom all worlds belong, 
whose children are of every race 
and every song. 
 

Community of Christ, 
look past the Church's door 
and see the refugee, the hungry, 
and the poor. 
Take hands with the oppressed, 
the jobless in your street, 
take towel and water, that you wash 
your neighbour's feet. 
 

Community of Christ, 
through whom the word must sound - 
cry out for justice and for peace 
the whole world round: 
disarm the powers that war 
and all that can destroy, 
turn bombs to bread, and tears of anguish 
into joy. 
 

When menace melts away, 
so shall God's will be done, 
the climate of the world be peace 
and Christ its Sun; 
our currency be love 
and kindliness our law, 
our food and faith be shared as one 
for evermore. 

Shirley Erena Murray 1931- 
 

News 
From The Revd Tracey Matthews: Missional Spirituality Project 2023 A new initiative will 
be launched in February 2023 to introduce congregations to the theology and practice of Missional 
Spirituality. I will lead as part of a PhD, a project focussed on the role of Spirituality and 
Transformative Discipleship in 21st century Australia. This joint parish project will involve Holy 
Cross Hackett, Holy Covenant Jamison, St. Philip’s O’Connor and Narooma/Bodalla and is being 
funded through a Pelican Foundation Grant.  
 

Missional Spirituality describes our response to the reality of God’s grace through holistic 
discipleship that embodies the teaching of Jesus to Love God and Neighbour with heart, mind, soul 
and strength. Despite different approaches to spirituality, mission and evangelism across the 
Christian Tradition, there is ecumenical consensus that transformative discipleship is critical for 
the Church to participate in God’s restorative mission in the world today.   
 

The primary purpose of the Missional Spirituality program is to cultivate whole of life discipleship 
that integrates Christian spirituality and missional praxis* for individual and communal 
transformation. Mission is the most urgent task for the church, because to be Christian is to 
participate in God’s life and vision for a reconciled world. 
 

The key objectives of the six-month learning journey are to: 
• Introduce participants to a range of Christian spirituality and practices that connect them to 

God, self and neighbour  
• Show how theology (drawing on scripture and tradition) shapes spirituality, ecclesiology** 

and missional praxis 



• Demystify discipleship and demonstrate what it might look like to learn and live out the 
way of Jesus in contemporary Australia 

• Introduce participants to contextual theology and praxis that enables a congregation to 
connect the gospel with their particular local contexts 

• Provide theological and practical tools for congregations to re-imagine their relationship to 
their local communities and learn how to co-create with neighbours 

 

The project will be delivered, to support formation and learning at St Philip’s, on the following 
Saturdays from 2-4pm - here are the dates for your diary: 
Module 1 – 25 February 
Module 2 – 25 March 
Module 3 – 27 May 
Module 4 – 24 June 
Module 5 – 5 August 
Module 6 – 2 September 
 

Check out this link to a YouTube clip about the project we are embarking on: Missional Spirituality 
- Loving God, Self and Neighbour from the Inside Out - YouTube 
A link to this YouTube clip and more information on this project can be found on our Website.  
* Praxis is simply the practice of our faith 
** Ecclesiology is the study of the Church 

 
A Booklet on the ‘Greenhills Day’ has been produced in advance of the AGM and to coincide 
with the beginning of the Missional Spirituality Project. Copies of the booklet are available in the 

porch and through the website. 
 

The Parish AGM will be held next Sunday – 26 February I hope that you have all had the 
opportunity to read through the Annual Reports. They have been emailed and printed copies are 
available. Please consider nominations for the roles of Warden, Councillor, Synod Rep and Parish 

Clergy Appointments Board, nomination forms along with annual reports are available in the 
porch. 

 
Ash Wednesday will be commemorated during the week. To ensure that everyone has the 
opportunity to participate, the Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes will be celebrated at 10am, and 
Evening Prayer with Imposition at 7pm. I hope that this will enable as many of you as possible to 

begin your Lenten journey in this traditional way. 
 

During Lent this year our study will be self-paced. I have asked Dr Colin Dundon if he would help 
us reflect on the readings for each Sunday. We are planning to email the reflections weekly. 

 
The Men’s Group will meet on Tuesday this week for conversation and a walk. We are planning a 

ramble around the Black Mountain Summit, looking particularly at the flora and fauna. We’ll 
gather in the church car park at 10am. 

 
Our commitment to supporting St John’s Care continues this year. Items needed at present 

include: UHT Full Cream 1 litre milk, Powdered Milk, Jam/Honey/Vegemite, Tinned Fruit, Cooking 
Oil, Canned Tuna, School Snacks, Packet Soup, 1kg Rice, Tinned Chunky Soups, Pasta Sauce, Milo 

(or drinking chocolate) Toothpaste, Shampoo & Conditioner, Coffee 100gm jar 
 

Pandora’s Autumn Launch & St Philip’s Autumn Marketwill be held on Saturday 22 April, 
more details to follow. 

 
Reflection 
Sometimes, without knowing it or even being aware of it, we can get locked into our own world 
and our particular situation. We can forget about or lose sight of the fact that we are part of a 
much bigger world. 
 

In the gospel for today’s feast Jesus takes some of his friends away from the business of the 
village and market place. He invites them to travel with him as he makes his way up the 
mountain. This is not unusual. We know from the gospels that Jesus often went off by himself to 



the mountains to pray. While they were there praying something wild and wonderful happened. 
Jesus was transfigured; he was changed; his face shone like the son, and his clothes became as 
white as light. Imagine how surprised, shocked and taken aback those with Jesus were. Once 
composed, Peter utters the famous words, ‘Lord, it is wonderful for us to be here’. But more 
importantly than what was said, is what they heard; ‘This is my Son, the beloved, he enjoys my 
favour, listen to him’. 
 

These words are as much meant for us today as they were for those who first heard them. Today, 
we are surrounded if not bombarded by news all the time. We now have twenty-four hour news on 
our televisions, news from around the world arrives in seconds to us through the internet and 
there is no end to magazines and newspaper we can buy. They are a filled with news, but not all 
of it good news; some of it may even be fake news.  
The word and message that Jesus speaks to us and offers is life-giving and life-changing. The 
words of Jesus, nourish, nurture, and sustain and us, if we open our hearts and lives to hearing it. 
As John’s gospel reminds us, Lord, you have the message of eternal life. 
 

The Transfigurations gives us a brief and fleeting glimpse of Jesus in all his glory. It is a taste of 
what is to come. It is offered to us encourage and challenge us in our daily lives. It reminds us 
that our lives are far more than what see, hear and experience every day. It is not just a matter 
getting through the day. Being a follower of Jesus is about living with meaning, purpose and hope. 
The transfiguration not only offers us a glimpse of Jesus in all his glory, it also offers each of us a 
foretaste of what God promises each of us in the fullness of the Kingdom. 
 

We may never experience anything as powerful as the Transfiguration. But every day in countless 
and seemingly small ways God does break into our world and our daily lives. Every time we 
experience a moment of peace, joy, reconciliation or forgiveness, God is with us. Every time that 
we reach out to help another person is a moment of transfiguration both for ourselves and for 
those we help. Each time somebody shows care and concern for us is a moment when God is 
reaches out to us. 
 

This week, let us open our hearts so that we may hear Jesus speaking to us. May we slow down 
and look for moments of small but important times of transfiguration in our own ordinary daily 
lives. 

Michael Moore OMI 
 
 
Here is a sonnet for the feast of the Transfiguration. This feast is often celebrated on August 6th, 
but sometimes on the Sunday nearest, and sometimes just before Lent, which is a good time for 
it, as I believe the glimpse of glory in Christ they saw on the mount of the Transfiguration was 
given in order to sustain the disciples through darkness that would lead to Good Friday. Indeed it 
is for a disciple, looking back at the Transfiguration from Good Friday, that I have voiced the 
poem. 
 

For that one moment, ‘in and out of time’, 
On that one mountain where all moments meet, 

The daily veil that covers the sublime 
In darkling glass fell dazzled at his feet. 

There were no angels full of eyes and wings 
Just living glory full of truth and grace. 

The Love that dances at the heart of things 
Shone out upon us from a human face 

And to that light the light in us leaped up, 
We felt it quicken somewhere deep within, 
A sudden blaze of long-extinguished hope 

Trembled and tingled through the tender skin. 
Nor can this blackened sky, this darkened scar 
Eclipse that glimpse of how things really are. 

Malcolm Guite 
 

This week @ St Philip’s  
Today    Last Sunday after Epiphany - Transfiguration 

8am    Eucharist (followed by Breakfast)  



10am    Sung Eucharist (followed by Morning tea) 
 

Tuesday 21 February William Grant Broughton – first bishop of Australia (d.1853) 
10am-Noon   Men’s Group 
2pm    Eucharist – Sir Leslie Morshead Manor 

 

Wednesday 22 February Ash Wednesday 
10am    Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes 
10am-Noon   Pandora’s sorting & preparation 
7pm    Evening Prayer & Imposition of Ashes 

 

Thursday 23 February Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna, martyr (d. c155) 
10am    Eucharist (followed by Morning tea) 

 

Saturday 25 February Feria of Lent 
10am-1pm   Pandora’s 
2pm-4pm   Seminar 1 Introduction to a Missional Spirituality 

 

Sunday 26 February  First Sunday in Lent 
8am    Eucharist (followed by Breakfast) 
10am    Eucharist (followed by Morning tea) 
11.15am   Parish Annual General Meeting 

Readings: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7, Ps 32, Romans 5:12-21, Matt 4:1-11  
 
Rosters 

  February 19-Feb-23  22-Feb-23   26-Feb-23 5-Mar-23 

  

Sunday of Month 3rd 

 

  
  

4th 1st 

Liturgical Season Last Sunday after 
Epiphany/Transfiguration 

Ash 
Wednesday 

First Sunday of 
Lent 

2nd Sunday in 
Lent 

Flowers Jeanette n/a n/a n/a 

                

8
am

 

Celebrant Rev'd Martin 

1
0

am
  

Rev'd Martin 

8
am

 

Rev'd Martin Rev'd Martin 

Preacher (if 
different to 
Celebrant) 

      

Sidespeople Rhonda & Susan  Shane & Tim Margaret & Russell 

Liturgical Assistant   Brian McK Susan J (server) 

Audio Visual 
Operator      

1st Bible reader - 
OT Rebecca P  Shane W Margaret M 

2nd Bible reader - 
NT Julianne S  Shane W Russell M 

                

1
0

am
 

Celebrant Rev'd Martin 

7
.3

0
p

m
 

Rev'd Martin 

1
0

am
 

Rev'd Martin Rev'd Martin 

Preacher (if 
different to 
Celebrant) 

        

Sidespeople & 
Welcomer Jeannette M, Laura W Fred A, Susan 

J 
Janene B, Richard 

G, Sally A Fred A & helper 

Liturgical Assistant     Philippa W Leighton (crucifer) 

Audio Visual 
Operator      

Musician(s) & 
Singers/Soloist Colin F Colin F Colin F Colin F 

1st Bible reader - 
OT Tim G   Ann M Fred A 

2nd Bible reader - 
NT Colin D   Fiona D Laura W 

Morning Tea Janene B n/a Helen P Ann & Barbara 

  Additional 
details/notes     Ash 

Wednesday 

  

St Philip's AGM 
following 10am 

service 

 

 



For your Diary 
Saturday 25 March   2pm - 4pm Missional Spirituality - Seminar 2, 
Friday 7 April       Good Friday – see calendar for details 
Sunday 9 April       Easter Day - see calendar for details 
Saturday 22 April      Pandora’s Autumn Launch & St Philip’s Autumn Market 
Sunday 7 May       SS Philip & James 
Saturday 27 May   2pm – 4pm Missional Spirituality - Seminar 3, 2-4pm 
 
 

St Philips O’Connor, ACT 

www.stphilipsoconnororg.au  @stphilipsoconnor 

email: comeandsee@stphilipsoconnor.org.au  office: 61617334 

Rector: The Rev’d Martin Johnson 0478 619 911 


