
 
 

 
The Healing of a Blind Man, (1999). Gijs Frieling (Netherlands, 1966– ) 

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent (Refreshment Sunday) 
19 March 2023 

 
Welcome to St Philip’s  

We acknowledge the Ngambri and Ngunnawal people, the Traditional Custodians of the land on 
which we worship, and pay our respects to their Elders past and present and emerging. We extend 

that respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who worship with us. 
 

St Philip’s COVIDSafe Plan We are asking folk not attend church if they feel unwell, to be aware 
of their hand hygiene and to be mindful of social distance. Thank you. Masks are available for 
those who wish to wear one. 
 

Pew sheet & Order of Service: the full Pew sheet with more news and reflections is available on 
our website. The QR code in the pews will direct you to the current edition, please use your 
phone/tablet and follow along. Service cards, Pew Bibles and Prayer Books are also available. 
 

Offertory: at the offertory when our gifts are brought forward, there is an opportunity for you to 
make your contribution. A self-serve Eftpos machine is available in the foyer, you can use it before 
or after the service. St Philip’s EFT details are also available if you would like to make a direct 
transfer: 702-389 05202512. Giving cards are in the foyer if you wish to place something in the 
offertory bag after giving electronically. 
 



Communion: if you are baptised you are welcome to receive communion. If you would like to 
receive a blessing please cross your hands on your chest as you come forward. 
 

If you’d like to volunteer as a reader, sidesperson, welcomer or another role on the Roster, 
then please email rosters@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
 
From the Rector 
Dear Friends, 
 

Next Saturday – the feast of the Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary we will gather for the 
second of our seminars in the series – An introduction to a Missional Spirituality. We will gather at 
2pm at the back of the church. However, we have been warned that there will be interruptions to 
the electricity supply during the day. So be mindful that the light in the church will be little low 
and there will be no fans should we encounter a warm day. I have warned Tracey that there will 
be no power for computers etc. In the first session we considered how we might cultivate a 
‘contemplative posture.’ I sense there are many folk in our community seeking a quieter more 
meditative way, how might our posture encourage them? The practicalities were reading, 
reflection and stillness.  
 

In the second session we will be considering how we might cultivate a ‘missional presence’ 
hopefully we will be demystifying what it is to be missional. In practise this means ‘be present to 
God, self and neighbour’, do come along and learn what this mean for us.  
 

Work continues to eradicate the Termites that have found a home in the Kindergarten and church 
buildings. The Council is hoping to minimise the impact of this work for both our community and 
the Kinder, but there remain some ‘unknowns’ as we investigate under the floor of the hall, we 
hope and pray for the best.  
 

Every blessing, Martin 
 rector@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 

0478 619 911  
 
Eucharist for the fourth Sunday in Lent 
Setting: St Philip’s Eucharist, Colin Forbes 
 
Introit hymn 447(TiS) (10am) 
Lord, your almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight: 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light. 
 

Saviour, who came to give 
those who in darkness live 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, 
now to all humankind 
let there be light. 
 

Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving holy dove, 
speed forth your flight; 
move on the waters' face 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and in earth's darkest place 
let there be light. 
 

Holy and blessèd Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might, 



boundless as ocean's tide 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the earth far and wide, 
let there be light. 
I will ever give to thee. 

John Marriott 1780-1825 
 

Entrance antiphon  
 ‘I am the light of the world,’ says the Lord; ‘those who follow me will have the 
 light of life.’ 

John 8:12 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, X and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all.  
 And also with you.  
 
Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
 all desires known,  
 and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
 that we may perfectly love you,  
 and worthily magnify your holy name,  
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, though we have rebelled and 
wandered far off. 
 
Let us then ask for mercy, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
 Merciful God, our maker and our judge,  
 we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
 and in what we have failed to do:  
 we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
 we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
 we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
 Father, forgive us.  
 Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: pardon you X and set 
you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 
 
Kyrie (sung at 10am) 
 Lord, have mercy 
 Christ, have mercy 
 Lord, have mercy 
 

 



Trisagion (sung at 10am) 
 Holy God, 
 holy and mighty, 
 holy and immortal, 
 have mercy on us. 

 
 
Prayer of the day 
Let us pray: 
Gracious God, in order that we children of earth might discern good from evil you sent your Son to 
be the light of the world: 
as the light of Christ shines upon us, may we learn what pleases you, 
and live in truth and goodness; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 
Today’s readings 
A reading from the first book of Samuel (16:1-13) 
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I 
have provided for myself a king among his sons.’ 2Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, 
he will kill me.’ And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord.” 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall 
anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’ 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come 
peaceably?’ 5He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and 
come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. 
 
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before 
the Lord.’ 7But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’ 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him 
pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 9Then Jesse made Shammah 
pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of these.’ 11Samuel said 
to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping 
the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes 
here.’ 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 
handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ 13Then Samuel took the horn 
of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd: 
therefore can I lack nothing. 
 He will make me lie down in green pastures: 



 and lead me beside still waters. 
He will refresh my soul: 
and guide me in right pathways for his name’s sake. 
 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
 I will fear no evil: 
 for you are with me, your rod and your staff comfort me. 
You spread a table before me 
in the face of those who trouble me: 
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup will be full. 
Surely your goodness and loving-kindness 
 will follow me all the days of my life: 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians (5:8-14) 
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— 9for the 
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to 
the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is 
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
‘Sleeper, awake! 
Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.’ 
 
The Gradual hymn 145(TiS) (10am)  
The King of love my shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
and he is mine for ever. 
 

Where streams of living water flow 
my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
and where the verdant pastures grow 
with food celestial feedeth. 
 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
but yet in love he sought me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid, 
and home rejoicing brought me. 
 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
thy cross before to guide me. 
 

Thou spread'st a table in my sight; 
thy unction grace bestoweth; 
and O what transport of delight 
from thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

And so through all the length of days 
thy goodness faileth never; 
good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
within thy house for ever. 

Henry Williams Baker 1821-77 
 

The Gradual (8am) 
Praise to you O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 Praise to you O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.  
Live as children of light.                    Ephesians 5:8 
 Praise to you O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 
The Lord be with you.  



 And also with you. 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according John (9:1-41) 
 Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his 
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work 
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I 
am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and 
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, ‘Go, wash in 
the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to 
see. 8The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not 
the man who used to sit and beg?’ 9Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is 
someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were 
your eyes opened?’ 11He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and 
said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’ 12They said 
to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ 13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 
formerly been blind. 
 
14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees 
also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. 
Then I washed, and now I see.’ 16Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he 
does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such 
signs?’ And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? 
It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say 
was born blind? How then does he now see?’ 20His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our 
son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know 
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ 22His parents said this 
because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed 
Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of 
age; ask him.’ 
 
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give 
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 25He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a 
sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 26They said to him, ‘What did he 
do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27He answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you 
would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?’ 28Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 
Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 
comes from.’ 30The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been 
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he 
could do nothing.’ 34They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 
teach us?’ And they drove him out. 
 
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?’ 36He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in 
him.’ 37Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38He said, 
‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so 
that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.’ 40Some of the 
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ 41Jesus said to 
them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin 
remains. 
For the Gospel of the Lord, 
 praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed  



Let us affirm the faith of the church 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven,   
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
 and  became truly  human.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge 
  the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son 
 who with the Father and the Son 
 is worshipped and glorified,  
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the  

 forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
X and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the people 
In our prayers we remember all in need, particularly: Ian, John, Ben, Hugh, Sarah, David, Otto, 
Bob, Noel, Deborah, Sue, Molly, Katherine, David & Margot, those unable to gather with us, those 
in hospital or residential care.  
 

We pray for our international mission, the Vanuatu Integrated Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Project. We pray especially:  
- for the small staff of the Anglican Church of Melanesia and their many volunteers working on this 
project; 
- for the communities whose health will benefit from the project; 
- that we will be generous in supporting this important work of our sister Anglican Church in 
Vanuatu. 
- that we will be generous in supporting this important work of our sister Anglican Church in 
Vanuatu. 
 

We commend to God the recently departed especially Robert Withycombe Priest, those whose 
anniversaries fall at this time: Marjorie Wright (19/3/2002), Doreen Warren (20/3/2022), Noel 
Barratt (20/3/1999), Robert Dimmick (22/3/1971), Patrick Bannerman (23/3/1994), Ethel 
McInnes (24/3/2016) and Betty Heaton (24/3/2017), the victims of war, disaster, pandemic and 
tragedy, those whose memories are dear to us, and those who have no one to remember them. 
 

In your daily prayer this month, you might practice a contemplative method: 
•Choose a prayer word or phrase that is simple  



•Relax, then focus on your breathing. Allow the breath to come naturally. 
•Rest in the presence of God in an attitude of love and emptying yourself of everything else that is 
worrying or otherwise unhelpful. The prayer word or phrase will help you to do this. 
•Begin to say prayer word or phrase repeatedly, gently. 
•If any distractions or memories keep returning (as they will) gently put them aside with the 
prayer word. 
•Be aware of God’s presence and love.  
 
The greeting of peace 
We are the Body of Christ, 
 his Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 And also with you.  
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
Offertory hymn 259(TiS) (10am) 
Among us and before us, Lord You stand  
with arms outstretched and bread and wine at hand.  
Confronting those unworthy of a crumb,  
You ask that to Your table we should come.  
 

Who dare say No, when such is Your resolve  
our first to witness, suffer and absolve,  
our best to raise in lives by God forgiven,  
our souls to fill on earth with food from heaven?  
 

Who dare say No, when such is Your intent  
to love the selves we famish and resent,  
to cradle our uncertainties and fear,  
to kindle hope as You in faith draw near?  
 

Who dare say No, when such is Your request  
that each around Your table should be guest,  
that hear the ancient word should live as new  
'take, eat and drink – all this is meant for you'?  
No more we hesitate and wonder why;  
no more we stand indifferent, scared or shy.  
Your invitation leads us to say Yes,  
to meet You where You nourish, heal and bless. 

John Bell 1949- 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become the bread of life.  
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit 
of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.  
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 

God of our journey, 
as we walk with you on your path of obedience, 
sustain us on our way and lead us to your glory, 
and accept all we offer you this day; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
   
The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Sursum Corda (sung at 10am) 

 
 
Father all powerful and ever-living God, 
 we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord 
He came among us, sharing our common lives, 
 to lead us from darkness 
 into the light of faith. 
 
Through Adam we were born in blindness 
 But now through our baptism in Christ 
 We are reborn as children of light. 
 
Earth unites with heaven 
 to sing the new song of creation, 
 as we adore and praise you for ever saying/singing: 
 
Sanctus & Benedictus (sung at 10am)  
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is he who comes  
 in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
Merciful God, we thank you  
 for these gifts of your creation, 
 this bread and wine, 
 and we pray that by your word and Holy Spirit, 



 we who eat and drink them 
 may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood, 
 and be made one with him and with each other 
 in peace and love. 
 
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
 and when he had given you thanks 
 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 
 Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper, he took the cup, 
 and again giving you thanks 
 he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Drink from this all of you. 
 This is my blood of the new covenant 
 shed for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do, this, as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.’ 
 
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
 Proclaiming his offering of himself 
 made once for all upon the cross, 
 his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
 and looking for his coming again, 
 we celebrate with this bread and this cup, 
 his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
 for the sins of the whole world. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
 until you come in glory. 
 
As we eat and drink this holy sacrament 
 renew us by your Spirit, 
 that we may be united in the body of your Son 
 and serve you as a royal priesthood 
 in the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
 
Receive our praises, Father,  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 with whom and in whom, 
 in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
 we worship you, Father,  
 in songs of never-ending praise:  
Acclamation (sung at 10am)  
 Blessing and honour and glory and power  
 are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,  
 Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  



   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
 now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The breaking of bread and communion 
As this broken bread was once many grains,  
which have been gathered together and made one bread: 
 so may your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
 
Agnus Dei (sung at 10am)  
  Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 

 

 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. 
 
Communion antiphon 
 You spread a table before me  in the face of those who trouble me: 
 you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup will be full. 

Psalm 23 
 

The sending out of God’s people 
Let us pray: 
God of mercy, 
may we who have shared in this holy meal 
know your forgiveness in our lives, 
bring your reconciliation to others, 
and be a sign of your wholeness in this broken world. 
Most loving God,  
 you send us into the world you love.  
 Give us grace to go thankfully and   
 with courage in the power of your Spirit. 
 
The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
 
Christ our saviour draw you to himself, 



that you may find in him crucified 
a sure ground for faith, 
a firm support for hope, 
and the assurance of sin forgiven 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, X the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: 
 In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Recessional hymn 675(TiS) (10am) 
Lord, the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness, shining 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us 
Shine on me, shine on me 
 

Refrain: 
 Shine, Jesus, shine 
 Fill this land with the Father's glory 
 Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
 Set our hearts on fire 
 Flow, river, flow 
 Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
 Send forth your word 
 Lord, and let there be light 
 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence 
From the shadows into your radiance 
By the blood I may enter your brightness 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 
Shine on me, shine on me  Refrain. 
 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
So our faces display your likeness 
Ever changing from glory to glory 
Mirrored here may our lives tell your story 
Shine on me, shine on me  Refrain. 
 

Graham Kendrick 1950- 

News 
The Revd Dr Colin Dundon has written for us Creation to New Creation a series of studies on the 

readings for each Sunday in Lent 2023. You will find each study linked week-by-week on the home 
page of our website. If you would like a printed copy please let Martin know. 

 

Also on the website is a Lenten Calendar of Reflections, 2023 — Bible readings, art, music, and a 
reflection for every day in Lent, compiled by 

Dr Brian McKinlay. 
 

This Lent I hope you will make use of our website for study and reflection. You can use it in your 
own time, at your own pace. Share it with someone outside the parish, use it for discussion 

around the dinner table. 
 

Our website continues to be an extraordinary resource. Brian has been Webkeeper for many 
years and is keen to begin a process of succession. If you are interested in this ministry please 

speak with Brian and he will be happy to talk to you about the website, its history and its future. 
 

The Palm Sunday Rally will once again be held on Palm Sunday – 2 April at 1pm in Garema 
Place. The rally highlights the plight of refugees in this country and calls for kinder and more 
compassionate policies towards those who come among us seeking asylum. Speakers at this 

year’s rally will include The Revd Dr Katherine Rainger (Anglican Chaplain at Radford College), 
Zahra Hashimi Barat (an Iranian refugee who, with her husband and three young children, was 



detained for five years on Nauru but was evacuated to Australia for medical treatment) and 
Senator David Pocock (independent senator for the ACT). 

 
Our commitment to supporting St John’s Care continues. Items needed at present include: 
UHT Full Cream 1 litre milk, Powdered Milk, Jam/Honey/Vegemite, Tinned Fruit, Cooking Oil, 

Canned Tuna, School Snacks, Packet Soup, 1kg Rice, Tinned Chunky Soups, Pasta Sauce, Milo (or 
drinking chocolate) Toothpaste, Shampoo & Conditioner, Coffee - 100gm jar. 

 

The Director of St John’s Care, Jason Haines reports a significant increase in request for 
assistance, coupled with a decrease in donations; those seeking assistance also represent a very 
different demographic, with differing needs from that which he has experienced in recent times. 

 

The St John’s Care website https://www.stjohnscare.org.au/ provides information on their 
services and how we can help. 

 

At present we are discussing how the Kindergarten might join in with us in our support of St 
John’s Care. As the need for assistance increases in our community this is an opportunity for us all 

to be involved in outreach. 
 

Pandora’s Autumn/Winter Launch will be held on Saturday 29 April, 10am-2pm. Please note 
the change of date to avoid the ANZAC Day long weekend. 

 
Key points from the March Parish Council meeting 

Parish Council roles: Parish Council agreed the following role allocations for 2023: 
• Chair – Alistair Davidson 
• Treasurer – Melissa Rath 
• Secretary – Rebecca Palethorpe 
• Safety, Risk and Compliance – Laura Wood and Kim Begbie 
• Buildings and Maintenance Coordinator – Russell McCaskie 
• Policy Development and Review – Alistair Davidson 
• Parish Communication and Events – Leighton Mann. 
 

Termite treatments: A contractor is scheduled to treat the termite infestation affecting the church 
about 14–15 April. Council is considering a treatment plan for the kindy. 
 

Rectory tree: Council is considering the best long-term strategy to manage the camphor laurel 
tree at the front of the rectory. A falling limb recently caused significant damage. 
 

Kindy signage: Council approved a request from SPK Early Learning Centre to replace and install 
additional signage on our street frontages. 
 

Monthly prayer point: In our prayers this month let us adopt a contemplative method 
 
Reflection 
What an extraordinary story our gospel offers us this morning. It is a narrative of a journey into 
faith. The blind man encounters Jesus and is, in effect, baptised and made new in the Pool of 
Siloam, he ‘sees’ but it is no magical cure, the ‘cure’ is partial. He sees Jesus, but does not see 
who he truly is, for him he is ‘the man called Jesus.’ Controversy ensues, the Pharisees question 
him and his parents - who are concerned that they will be banned from the Synagogue. Eventually 
he encounters Jesus again and acknowledges who he truly is - ‘Lord, I believe’ and he worships 
him. Many folk are comfortable in acknowledging Jesus as a teacher, a mystic, a healer even, but 
cannot take the next step, a step of faith. This is often not a short step, it is more likely to be a 
series of steps over time. It may involve ridicule from others including family. Our role is to come 
alongside and show that this man Jesus, is in words of Pope Francis, alive and well. Only then will 
we have the opportunity to help them on this journey of faith. 
 

This is a healing that everyone needs, though only those with the humility to acknowledge their 
need can receive it. This is the healing that Jesus comes to accomplish in us. Jesus is concerned 
first of all with caring for the health of our souls, curing the blindness of our minds. This is the 
health care we all need most. Unlike the self-assured Pharisees, may we allow Jesus to open the 
eyes of our hearts. Blind no longer, may we see Jesus for who he is, follow him as his disciples, 
and worship him as our Lord. 
 



As we reflect on this reading, we may wish to contemplate our Parish Plan which is the final stages 
of drafting, this is ‘Our Frame’:  
 

At St Philip’s … 
We glorify God and make disciples by creating a community where we live the love of Christ. 
 

Our vision is … 
Everyone wants a place where they feel they can belong. We want to be that place. 
 

Our mission is to … 
Connect people who are searching into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ.  
 

As we follow Christ we value … 
Inclusion – We respect the individual and embrace and honour diversity.  
Relevance – We promote Christ as central for our community, our world and ourselves.  
 

Caring – We share Christ’s love through welcome, hospitality, service and stewardship.  
 

Relationships – We build nurturing connections with God, each other and the wider community.  
 

Worship – We provide a space for people to celebrate and grow in the healing love and grace of 
Christ. 
 

We strive for … 
A relationship with the triune God that is personal and daily.  
A relationship with others that is respectful and caring.  
A relationship with the world that engages neighbours and nations.  
A commitment to worship, fellowship and service.  
 

We might reflect on how we might bring light into our world, to help those searching for faith. 
 
This week @ St Philip’s  
Today    Fourth Sunday in Lent (Refreshment Sunday)  

8am    Eucharist (followed by Breakfast)  
10am    Sung Eucharist (followed by Morning tea) 

 
Tuesday 21 March  Thomas Cranmer, archbishop of Canterbury, martyr & liturgist  
    (d.1556)  

10am-Noon   Men’s Group  
 
Wednesday 22 March Thomas Ken, bishop of Bath & Wells, teacher (d.1711) 
 
Thursday 23 March  Feria of Lent 

10am    Eucharist (followed by Morning tea) 
 
Saturday 25 March*  The Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

10am-1pm   Pandora’s 
2pm-4pm   Introduction to a Missional Spirituality – Seminar 2  

* Please be aware there will be interruptions to power during the day. This will impact upon Pandora’s and our 
second Seminar. 

 
Sunday 26 March  Fifth Sunday in Lent (Passion Sunday) 

8am     Eucharist (followed by Breakfast)  
10am    Sung Eucharist (followed by Morning tea) 

Readings: Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130, Romans 8:6-11, John 11:1-45 
 
For your Diary 
Holy Week and Easter Services at St Philip’s – 2023 
Sunday 2 April – Passion Sunday of the Palms 

8am:  Eucharist & Blessing of Palms 
10am:  Eucharist & Blessing and Procession of Palms 

 

6 April – Maundy Thursday 
7pm:  Eucharist, Washing of the Feet, and Watch of Prayer 

 



7 April – Good Friday 
9am:   Morning Prayer 
12pm (Noon) Liturgy of the Day, Way of the Cross and Holy Communion 

 

8 April – Holy Saturday 
5pm   Easter Music offering - more details soon 

 

9 April – Easter Day 
6.30am: Lighting of the new fire & the First Eucharist of Easter 
from 8am: Easter Breakfast: all welcome, suggested donation of $10 per person 
9.30am: Festal Eucharist 

 

Donations for Easter Flowers gratefully received. 
Envelopes are available in the foyer 

 
Saturday 29 April    Pandora’s Autumn/Winter Launch 
 
Sunday 7 May    SS Philip & James – Patronal Festival 
 
Saturday 27 May  2 – 4pm  Missional Spirituality - Seminar 3 
 
Rosters 

  

 19-Mar-23 26-Mar-23 2-Apr-23  
  

Sunday of Month 3rd 4th 1st 

 Liturgical Season 4th Sunday in Lent 5th Sunday in Lent Palm Sunday 

Flowers n/a n/a Barbara & Susan 

           
8

am
 

Celebrant Rev'd Martin Rev'd Martin Rev'd Martin 

8
am

 

Preacher (if different to 
Celebrant)       

Sidespeople Rhonda & Susan Shane & Tim Margaret & Russell 
Liturgical Assistant ?     

Audio Visual Operator     Susan J (server) 
1st Bible reader - OT Julianne S Shane W Margaret M 
2nd Bible reader - NT Rebecca P Shane W Russell M 

           
1

0
am

 

Celebrant Rev'd Martin Rev'd Martin Rev'd Martin 

1
0

am
 

Preacher (if different to 
Celebrant)       

Sidespeople & Welcomer Jeannette M, Laura W Richard G & Sally A Fred A & helper 

Liturgical Assistant Tim G (server) Philippa W 
(Lit assistant) Leighton (crucifer) 

Audio Visual Operator       
Musician(s) & 

Singers/Soloist Colin F Colin F Colin F 

1st Bible reader - OT Jos G Kerry-Anne Sarah B 
2nd Bible reader - NT Liz D Richard G Rev'd Colin 

Morning Tea Jan G Helen P Ann & Barbara 

  Additional details/notes       

 

St Philips O’Connor, ACT 
 

www.stphilipsoconnororg.au 
 

email: comeandsee@stphilipsoconnor.org.au  @stphilipsoconnor 
 

Rector: The Rev’d Martin Johnson  0478 619 911 


