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Fifth Sunday in Lent (Passion Sunday) 
26 March 2023 

 
Welcome to St Philip’s  

We acknowledge the Ngambri and Ngunnawal people, the Traditional Custodians of the land on 
which we worship, and pay our respects to their Elders past and present and emerging. We extend 

that respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who worship with us. 
 

St Philip’s COVIDSafe Plan We are asking folk not attend church if they feel unwell, to be aware 
of their hand hygiene and to be mindful of social distance. Thank you. Masks are available for 
those who wish to wear one. 
 

Pew sheet & Order of Service: the full Pew sheet with more news and reflections is available on 
our website. The QR code in the pews will direct you to the current edition, please use your 
phone/tablet and follow along. Service cards, Pew Bibles and Prayer Books are also available. 
 

Offertory: at the offertory when our gifts are brought forward, there is an opportunity for you to 
make your contribution. A self-serve Eftpos machine is available in the foyer, you can use it before 
or after the service. St Philip’s EFT details are also available if you would like to make a direct 
transfer: 702-389 05202512. Giving cards are in the foyer if you wish to place something in the 
offertory bag after giving electronically. 
 

Communion: if you are baptised you are welcome to receive communion. If you would like to 
receive a blessing please cross your hands on your chest as you come forward. 
 

If you’d like to volunteer as a reader, sidesperson, welcomer or another role on the Roster, 
then please email rosters@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 
 



From the Rector 
Dear Friends, 
 

Those of you who were with us last Sunday would know that I commented on our offertory plate. 
Purchased in Damascus in 1918 and given to St Philip’s in 1960 it is one of our ‘treasures.’ Brian 
McKinlay asked a friend to translate the script on the plate and apparently it reads: In wise speech 
there is peace, and gentleness from guarding one’s tongue. The plate was donated by Captain RN 
Wardle who served with the Mounted Desert Corps during the Great War. Robert Norman Wardle 
was a noted Veterinary surgeon from country Victoria who retired in Canberra following a career in 
Veterinary Science in the Public service. The only question unanswered is why we have ended up 
with the plate, what is his connection with St Philip’s? For although he married at St John’s Reid, 
he was according to his biographer, a strict Methodist! 
 

This short reflection from Laurence Freeman OSB, reminded me of a contemplative approach, as 
we think about our Missional Spirituality: Religion that forgets this mystical wisdom, of revealing 
the divine in the human and the human in the divine, is either irrelevant to the human path or 
hostile to it. But when religion is infused with this wisdom it is a global force of healing and 
progress. It is hard today to feel optimistic about institutional religion: until you see it renewed by 
communal metanoia, transforming itself in a traditional form like the parish. I saw this recently, 
for example, in the Parish of the Ascension in Balally, Dublin. Fr Jim Caffrey, a meditator in our 
community, his predecessor the theologian Fr Dermot Lane, and an energised team of 
parishioners are evolving into a new kind of contemplative parish (‘meditation and service’ it 
proclaims on a banner) expressing a deep spirituality in active service. It is marked more by depth 
than just novelty. I celebrated a contemplative mass with them on the Feast of the Epiphany, full 
of human warmth and the koinonia of a diverse, inclusive community nurtured by shared 
interiority and a common purpose. For me it was a sign of what the church, with enlightened 
leadership, might yet become globally. 
 

As I write I am looking forward to the second seminar in this series and what that might bring us. 
 

Every blessing Martin 
 rector@stphilipsoconnor.org.au 

0478 619 911 
 
Eucharist for the fifth Sunday in Lent 
Setting: St Philip’s Eucharist, Colin Forbes 
 
Introit hymn 202(TiS) (10am) 
I know that my Redeemer  
lives crowned upon the throne; 
Lord over earth and heaven 
he saves, and he alone; 
he conquered death by dying 
upon the accursèd tree 
and from his death sprang glorious 
eternal life for me. 
 

I think upon my Saviour, 
I trust his power to keep, 
his mighty arm enfolds me 
awaking and in sleep. 
Christ is my rock, my courage; 
Christ is my soul’s true life; 
and Christ (my heart still knows it) 
will bear me through the strife. 
 

In Jesus’ name I’m living; 
in Jesus name I’ll die; 
I’ll fear not though life’s vigour 
from death’s cold shadow fly. 
O grave, where is your triumph? 
O death where is your sting? 



Come when you will, and welcome! 
secure in Christ I sing. 

Hallgrin Pjetursson 1614-74 
 

Entrance antiphon  
 ‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ says the Lord; ‘whoever  lives and believes in 
 me shall never die.’ 

John 11:25-26 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, X and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all.  
 And also with you.  
 
Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,  
 all desires known,  
 and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
 cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
 that we may perfectly love you,  
 and worthily magnify your holy name,  
 through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Compassion and forgiveness belong to the Lord our God, though we have rebelled and 
wandered far off. 
 
Let us then ask for mercy, confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 Merciful God, our maker and our judge,  
 we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
 and in what we have failed to do:  
 we have not loved you with our whole heart;  
 we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;  
 we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
 Father, forgive us.  
 Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life;  
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: pardon you X and set 
you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 
 
Kyrie (sung at 10am) 
 Lord, have mercy 
 Christ, have mercy 
 Lord, have mercy 

 
 
Trisagion (sung at 10am) 



 Holy God, 
 holy and mighty, 
 holy and immortal, 
 have mercy on us. 

 
 
Prayer of the day 
Let us pray: 
Life-giving God,  
your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death: 
breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit that we may be raised to new life in Christ, 
and serve you in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 
 
Today’s readings 
A reading from the first book of the prophet Ezekiel (37:1-14) 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all round them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I 
answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 4Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.’ 
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. 9Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the 
breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live.’ 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will 
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 
 
Psalm 130 
Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord: 
Lord, hear my voice; 
 O let your ears consider well: 
 the voice of my supplication. 



If you, Lord, should note what we do wrong: 
who then, O Lord, could stand? 
 But there is forgiveness with you: 
 so that you shall be feared. 
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits for him: 
and in his word is my hope. 
 My soul looks for the Lord: 
 more than watchmen for the morning, 
 more, I say, than watchmen for the morning. 
O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy: 
and with him is ample redemption. 
 He will redeem Israel: 
 from the multitude of their sins. 
 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans (8:6-11) 
To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed 
it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  
 
The Gradual hymn 552(TiS) (10am)  
Come, my way, my truth, my life, 
such a way as gives us breath, 
such a truth as ends all strife, 
such a life as killeth death. 
 

Come, my light, my feast, my strength, 
such a light as shows a feast, 
such a feast as mends in length, 
such a strength as makes his guest. 
 

Come, my joy, my love, my heart, 
such a joy as none can move, 
such a love as none can part, 
such a heart as joys in love. 

George Herbert 1593-1633 
 

The Gradual (8am) 
Praise to you O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 Praise to you O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
You are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.  Romans 8:9 
 Praise to you O Christ, king of eternal glory! 
 
The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according John (11:1-45) 
 Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary 
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4But when 
Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister 
and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 
where he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8The disciples 
said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 
9Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because 



the light is not in them.’ 11After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I am going there to awaken him.’ 12The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 
will be all right.’ 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he 
was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I 
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ 16Thomas, who was called 
the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 
 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha 
and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you 
ask of him.’ 23Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha said to him, ‘I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 27She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 
 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met 
him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go 
out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He 
said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ 35Jesus began to weep. 
36So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 
 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 40Jesus said to her, ‘Did I 
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ 41So they took away the stone. 
And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come 
out!’ 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 
 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him.  
For the Gospel of the Lord, 
 praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Sermon 
 
The Nicene Creed  
Let us affirm the faith of the church 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 



 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became trul human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will
 have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son who with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the  forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
X and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the people 
In our prayers we remember all in need, particularly: Ian, John, Ben, Hugh, Sarah, David, Otto, 
Bob, Noel, Deborah, Sue, Molly, Katherine, David & Margot, those unable to gather with us, those 
in hospital or residential care.  
 
We pray for our international mission, the Vanuatu Integrated Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Project. We pray especially:  
- for the small staff of the Anglican Church of Melanesia and their many volunteers working on this 
project; 
- for the communities whose health will benefit from the project; 
- that we will be generous in supporting this important work of our sister Anglican Church in 
Vanuatu. 
- that we will be generous in supporting this important work of our sister Anglican Church in 
Vanuatu. 
 
We commend to God the recently departed, those whose anniversaries fall at this time: Allan 
Pound (28/3/1993), David Linaker (29/3/1996), the victims of war, disaster, pandemic and 
tragedy, those whose memories are dear to us, and those who have no one to remember them. 
 
In your daily prayer this month, you might practice a contemplative method: 
• Choose a prayer word or phrase that is simple  
• Relax, then focus on your breathing. Allow the breath to come naturally. 
• Rest in the presence of God in an attitude of love and emptying yourself of everything else that 
is worrying or otherwise unhelpful. The prayer word or phrase will help you to do this. 
• Begin to say prayer word or phrase repeatedly, gently. 
• If any distractions or memories keep returning (as they will) gently put them aside with the 
prayer word. 
• Be aware of God’s presence and love.  
 
The greeting of peace 
We are the Body of Christ, 
 his Spirit is with us. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 And also with you.  
Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
Offertory hymn 535(TiS) (10am) 
‘I am the Bread of life. 
Those who come to me shall not hunger;  
those who believe in me shall not thirst.  
No one can come to me  
unless the Father draws them.  
 

 Refrain. ‘And I will raise them up,  



 and I will raise them up,  
 and I will raise them up  
 on the last day.’  
 

‘The bread that I will give  
is my flesh for the life of the world,  
and those who eat this bread  
they shall live for ever,  
they shall live for ever. Refrain. 
 

‘Unless you eat  
of the flesh of the Son of Man  
and drink of his blood,  
and drink of his blood,  
you shall not have life within you. Refrain. 
 

‘I am the Resurrection,  
I am the life 
those who believe in me;  
even though they die  
they shall live for ever. Refrain. 
 

Yes, Lord, I believe  
that you are the Christ,  
the Son of God,  
who has come  
into the world. Refrain.  

Suzanne Toolan 1927-  
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become the bread of life.  
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit 
of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.  
 Blessed be God for ever. 
 
God of our journey, 
as we walk with you on your path of obedience, 
sustain us on our way and lead us to your glory, 
and accept all we offer you this day; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
   
The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Sursum Corda (sung at 10am) 

 



Father all powerful and ever-living God, 
 we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord 
 
Sharing in our humanity 
 Jesus wept for Lazarus, his friend. 
  
As the eternal God,  
 he raised Lazarus from the dead. 
  
In his love for us all 
 Christ gives of himself  
 to lift us up to everlasting life.  
 
Through him the angels of heaven 
 offer their prayer of adoration 
 as they rejoice in your presence for ever. 
 May our voices be one with theirs 
 in their triumphant hymn of praise: 
 
Sanctus & Benedictus (sung at 10am)  
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
 Hosanna in the highest.  
 Blessed is he who comes  
 in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
Merciful God, we thank you  
 for these gifts of your creation, 
 this bread and wine, 
 and we pray that by your word and Holy Spirit, 
 we who eat and drink them 
 may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood, 
 and be made one with him and with each other 
 in peace and love. 
 
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 



 and when he had given you thanks 
 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 
 Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
 
After supper, he took the cup, 
 and again giving you thanks 
 he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Drink from this all of you. 
 This is my blood of the new covenant 
 shed for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do, this, as often as you drink it in remembrance of me.’ 
 
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
 Proclaiming his offering of himself 
 made once for all upon the cross, 
 his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
 and looking for his coming again, 
 we celebrate with this bread and this cup, 
 his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
 for the sins of the whole world. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
 When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus, 
 until you come in glory. 
 
As we eat and drink this holy sacrament 
 renew us by your Spirit, 
 that we may be united in the body of your Son 
 and serve you as a royal priesthood 
 in the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
 
Receive our praises, Father, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 with whom and in whom, 
 in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
 we worship you, 
 in songs of never-ending praise: 
Acclamation (sung at 10am)  
 Blessing and honour and glory and power  
 are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray, 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The breaking of bread and communion 
As this broken bread was once many grains,  
which have been gathered together and made one bread: 



 so may your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. 
 
Agnus Dei (sung at 10am)  
  Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

 

 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with 
thanksgiving. 
 
Communion antiphon 
 My soul looks for the Lord: 
 more than watchmen for the morning, 
 more, I say, than watchmen for the morning. 

Psalm 130 
 

The sending out of God’s people 
Let us pray: 
God of mercy, 
may we who have shared in this holy meal 
know your forgiveness in our lives, 
bring your reconciliation to others, 
and be a sign of your wholeness in this broken world. 
Most loving God,  
 you send us into the world you love.  
 Give us grace to go thankfully and   
 with courage in the power of your Spirit. 
 
The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you. 
 
Christ our saviour draw you to himself, 
that you may find in him crucified 
a sure ground for faith, 
a firm support for hope, 
and the assurance of sin forgiven 
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, X the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always.  
 Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: 
 In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Recessional hymn 31(t.485) (TiS) (10am) 



Have mercy on us, living Lord, 
Remember not our sin. 
According to Your steadfast love 
Come, cleanse us deep within. 
 

Our sin and guilt are heavy, Lord, 
And evil in Your sight. 
Against You only have we sinned; 
Your judgment, Lord, is right. 
 

We're born into a guilty world 
And sinful in our ways. 
Lord, teach us wisdom in our hearts 
And lead us all our days. 
 

So come and purify our lives, 
Our hearts with love redeem. 
Restore us to Your life-filled ways. 
Come, Lord, and make us clean. 
 

Your Spirit place within our hearts 
That we may teach Your ways, 
And all the people of the earth 
Shall learn to sing Your praise. 
 

You are not pleased with sacrifice, 
It brings You no delight. 
A humble spirit given in love 
Is pleasing in Your sight. 
 

Rebuild Your people with Your love, 
Renew us every day; 
With hearts renewed, in all our work, 
Our lives shall sing Your praise. 

Frederick R Anderson 1941- 
 

News 
The Revd Dr Colin Dundon has written for us Creation to New Creation a series of studies on the 

readings for each Sunday in Lent 2023. You will find each study linked week-by-week on the home 
page of our website. If you would like a printed copy please let Martin know. 

 

Also on the website is a Lenten Calendar of Reflections, 2023 — Bible readings, art, music, and a 
reflection for every day in Lent, compiled by Dr Brian McKinlay. 

 

This Lent I hope you will make use of our website for study and reflection. You can use it in your 
own time, at your own pace. Share it with someone outside the parish, use it for discussion 

around the dinner table. 
 

Our website continues to be an extraordinary resource. Brian has been Webkeeper for many 
years and is keen to begin a process of succession. If you are interested in this ministry please 

speak with Brian and he will be happy to talk to you about the website, its history and its future. 
 

The Palm Sunday Rally will once again be held on Palm Sunday – 2 April at 1pm in Garema 
Place. The rally highlights the plight of refugees in this country and calls for kinder and more 
compassionate policies towards those who come among us seeking asylum. Speakers at this 

year’s rally will include The Revd Dr Katherine Rainger (Anglican Chaplain at Radford College), 
Zahra Hashimi Barat (an Iranian refugee who, with her husband and three young children, was 

detained for five years on Nauru but was evacuated to Australia for medical treatment) and 
Senator David Pocock (independent senator for the ACT). 

 
The March edition of Anglican News is now available. 

https://stphilipsoconnor.org.au/news/anglicannews/ 
Please let the Parish know if you would like a printed copy. 

 



Our commitment to supporting St John’s Care continues. Items needed at present include: 
UHT Full Cream 1 litre milk, Powdered Milk, Jam/Honey/Vegemite, Tinned Fruit, Cooking Oil, 

Canned Tuna, School Snacks, Packet Soup, 1kg Rice, Tinned Chunky Soups, Pasta Sauce, Milo (or 
drinking chocolate) Toothpaste, Shampoo & Conditioner, Coffee - 100gm jar. 

 

The St John’s Care website https://www.stjohnscare.org.au/ provides information on their 
services and how we can help. 

 

At present we are discussing how the Kindergarten might join in with us in our support of St 
John’s Care. As the need for assistance increases in our community this is an opportunity for us all 

to be involved in outreach. 
 

Pandora’s Summer Clearance begins next Saturday and our Autumn/Winter Launch will be 
held on Saturday 29 April, 10am-2pm. More details to come. 

 
Reflection 
The story of Jesus raising his good friend Lazarus from the dead is a Bible story I’ve known since 
childhood. While it’s not a typical Bible story for children, I began to hear the story regularly in 
third or fourth grade. You see, I attended a Catholic grade school and sang in the school’s choir. 
Every time someone died, the children in the school choir sang at the funeral. The gospel reading 
was always the same: the raising of Lazarus.  
 

Over the years of my childhood, I got to know this story very well. I imagined each of the 
characters and how they felt; the tone of their voices when they spoke; and I wondered what it 
would have been like on the day they rolled the stone away and Lazarus was unbound from the 
burial clothes. 
 

Of all the lines in this story that have caught my attention over the years, the line that comes 
back to me most often from this story is that of Martha, the practical one. When Jesus directs that 
the grave be opened, Martha’s reaction is clear: He’s been dead for four days. Surely, there will be 
a stench. 
 

Remember the story: Jesus speaks to Martha, asking her if she believes. He reminds her that he is 
the resurrection and the life. After confessing her faith and going to the grave with Jesus, her 
hesitation overtakes her. She resists the possibility of life because the process of experiencing a 
new life could literally stink. 
 

As a psychologist, I’ve been on this journey with people many, many times. We often want to 
experience new life, fuller life, to live into new possibilities. Even when we see new options as very 
real possibilities for ourselves, we hesitate. We become afraid. Crossing over from here to there 
may stink. It could be hard. We may have to face things we’d rather keep avoiding. 
 

Truth to tell, it’s not just as a psychologist working with others that I know about how this works. 
There have been far too many times in my own life when I’ve recognized patterns of thinking and 
behaving that keep me from living more fully and yet, rather than change, I keep on doing the 
same old things that simply aren’t good for me. It’s that stench – facing the decaying parts of self 
– that prevents growth. 
 

Yet, I also know that the best fertilizer for growth stinks. I have lots of childhood memories of 
fertilizer, just like I have childhood memories of this story. I remember driving with my parents in 
the spring through the hills of Western PA and asking my father to roll up the car windows 
because of the smell of cow manure freshly spread on the fields. Later in life, I’d rake leaves and 
other lawn debris into a pile to create compost which I’d later spread around tomato plants. Yes, it 
all stunk. But it was out of that very real stink that something amazing grew. 
 

So it is with us: it is the dead and decaying parts of our lives, the rotting resentments, blistering 
wounds of old hurts, and the festering fears that are the points where we are most likely to be 
able to experience something new. As our lives have changed because of social distancing during 
the pandemic, we are likely to come face to face with these old wounds that have not been 
healed. They may manifest as irritability, anxiety, boredom, listlessness, or sadness. As we 
encounter them, it may be time to allow these wounds to be healed. The only way that happens is 
to bring them into the light of day, unbind them, and set them free – just as Lazarus was unbound 
and set free. Doing that takes faith in the process, a faith that Martha confessed, doubted, and 
then lived out – a faith in resurrection and life. 
 



It’s much like the Old Testament story of Ezekiel and the valley of the dry bones. Often, our lives 
can seem like nothing more than a valley of dry bones, worn by routines and exhausted from 
work. God asks Ezekiel, “Can these bones live?” Ezekiel glibly replies, “Only you know!” God 
responds by telling the prophet to prophesy, to speak words of life and hope. As Ezekiel speaks 
words of prophecy, he creates an encounter with life and hope. It is in that encounter with life and 
hope that the bones begin to rise again. 
 

A difficult realization for us about this story of Lazarus is that while he was raised from death to 
new life by Jesus, the time apparently came when Lazarus, Martha, and Mary all died. This is the 
logical part of the story that preachers and commentators usually avoid. But the fact is that there 
is no evidence that these individuals lived any longer than any of their other contemporaries. So, 
if he was just going to die again, what was the point of raising Lazarus? Why bring him back only 
to face death a second time? 
 

In his book Lazarus and His Beloved, Kahlil Gibran explored the experience of Lazarus after he 
was raised from the dead. Gibran portrayed a Lazarus who no longer fit in this world, who stayed 
on the fringe of daily life, who longed to return to the experience of the next life. Lazarus was 
angry that he was brought back to a life that was limited by human experience. Food had no taste 
for him. Colors seemed drab. Life in this world had no vitality. 
 

Gibran’s reflection on the experience of the resurrected Lazarus is engaging and fascinating. He 
writes clearly from the perspective of his Lebanese culture having been raised as a Maronite 
Christian. He also studied Sufism, the mystical tradition of Islam. That led to his belief that we are 
embodied spirits who experience the fullness of life when losing our mortal shell.  
 

Rooted in my own Christian faith and affirming that the Divine presence is in us and all creation 
(the Incarnation), I believe that we begin to experience the fullness of life in and through our 
bodies. To that end, I don’t imagine Lazarus yearning to return to the other side but rather 
envision him eating, drinking, laughing and enjoying what it is to be alive. I imagine a Lazarus 
unencumbered by the stresses of life that normally occupy our minds and preventing us from 
experiencing vibrancy. The new Lazarus has passed beyond fears and anxieties and experiences 
life as nothing less than a tremendous gift. Yes, Lazarus dies again. But I believe his second 
passage to the next life was one of ease because he was able to trustingly move to a new 
dimension of life’s fullness — one that is greater than our imaginations. In this way, the raising of 
Lazarus is a story about the fullness of life in the here and now, not just in some kind of life after 
this life. 
 

The story of the raising of Lazarus is an important one for our faith. It challenges our 
understanding of what it means to be fully alive. It’s a story of bold faith that breaks out of our 
logic and challenges us to be all that we were created to be. As we continue this Lenten journey, 
Lazarus is one guide to lead us on the road to life in all its fullness. Amen. 
 

https://blog.loukavar.com/2020/03/28/reflections-on-the-raising-of-lazarus  
 
This week @ St Philip’s  
Today     Fifth Sunday in Lent (Passion Sunday) 

8am      Eucharist (followed by Breakfast)  
10am     Sung Eucharist (followed by Morning tea) 

 
Tuesday 28 March   Feria in Lent 

2pm     Eucharist – Sir Leslie Morshead Manor  
 
Wednesday 29 March  John Keble, priest (d.1866) 

10am-Noon     Pandora’s sorting & preparation  
 
Thursday 30 March   Feria of Lent 

10am     Eucharist (followed by Morning tea) 
 
Saturday 1 April   Feria in Lent 

10am-1pm    Pandora’s 
11am     Eucharist – Canberra Aged care  

 
Sunday 2 April  Passion Sunday of the Palms 



8am     Blessing of palms, & Eucharist (followed by Breakfast)  
10am Blessing & procession of palms & Eucharist (followed by 

Morning tea) 
Readings: Matthew 21:1-11, Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-18, Philippians 2:5-11,  

 
For your Diary 
 

Holy Week and Easter Services at St Philip’s – 2023 
 

6 April – Maundy Thursday 
7pm:  Eucharist, Washing of the Feet, and Watch of Prayer 

 

7 April – Good Friday 
9am:   Morning Prayer 
12pm (Noon) Liturgy of the Day, Way of the Cross and Holy Communion 

 

9 April – Easter Day 
6.30am: Lighting of the new fire & the First Eucharist of Easter 
from 8am: Easter Breakfast: all welcome, suggested donation of $10 per person 
9.30am: Festal Eucharist 

 

Donations for Easter Flowers gratefully received. 
Envelopes are available in the foyer 

 
Saturday 29 April    Pandora’s Autumn/Winter Launch 
 
Sunday 7 May    SS Philip & James – Patronal Festival 
 
Saturday 27 May  2 – 4pm  Missional Spirituality - Seminar 3 
 
Rosters 

  

 26-Mar-23 2-Apr-23   7-Apr-23   9-Apr-23 

  

Sunday of Month 4th 1st       2nd 

Liturgical Season 5th Sunday in 
Lent Palm Sunday  Good Friday  Easter Day 

Flowers n/a Barbara & Susan  n/a  Flower team 
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Rev'd Martin 
Preacher (if different 

to Celebrant)         

Sidespeople Shane & Tim Margaret & Russell Susan J Fred, Alison & 
Alistair 

Liturgical Assistant         

Audio Visual 
Operator   Susan J (server)   

Ellie P 
(Liturgical 
assistant) 

1st Bible reader - OT Shane W Margaret M TBC Alistair D 
2nd Bible reader - 

NT Shane W Russell M TBC Alison D 
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Rev'd Martin 
Preacher (if different 

to Celebrant)         

Sidespeople & 
Welcomer 

Richard G & Sally 
A Fred A & helper Fred A Helen & Hardy 

Liturgical Assistant Philippa W 
(Lit assistant) Leighton (crucifer) Rev'd Robin 

Rev'd Robin (Deacon) 
Rebecca K (Lit 

assistant) & Leighton 
(Crucifier) 

Audio Visual 
Operator         

Musician(s) & 
Singers/Soloist Colin F Colin F Colin F Colin F 

1st Bible reader - OT Kerry-Anne Sarah B TBC Tim G 
2nd Bible reader - 

NT Richard G Rev'd Colin TBC Fiona D 

Morning Tea Helen P Ann & Barbara n/a  no morning tea, 
Easter Breakfast 



between services 
instead 

  Additional 
details/notes      

Liturgy of the 
Day, Way of the 

Cross & Holy 
Communion 

 Easter Breakfast from 
8am 

 

St Philips O’Connor, ACT 
 

www.stphilipsoconnororg.au 
 

email: comeandsee@stphilipsoconnor.org.au  @stphilipsoconnor 
 

Rector: The Rev’d Martin Johnson  0478 619 911 
 


